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Dear Friends,  

On we go, down this long road of many changes and adaptations, not all of 

which have been for the worst.  Here at the manse, we celebrated Imogen’s 

fourteenth birthday on 11 January and Alexander’s twelfth birthday a week later 

on 20 January. We were also celebrating the inauguration of Joe Biden as the 

new President of the United States that day, and remembering that Alexander 

had been born on the day President Obama was inaugurated.   

Funny, we couldn’t recall whether that fellow in between had entered the White 

House on Alexander’s eighth birthday. But he must have done, because that is 

the preferred date for it, unless it falls on a Sunday. Who was it said you’ve got 

to take the bad with the good? Then again, it was Jesus who said let the wheat 

and the weeds grow together until the harvest, when the reckoning will surely 

come. 

There I go again, can’t even talk about my kids without bringing in all the rest of 

it. True.  They’ve noticed, and neither Sarah nor I are allowed to talk politics at 

the table. It’s been this way for years. Biden is getting the same treatment.  

Which makes me wonder how it is around your tables just now. 

At Biden’s inauguration the young African American poet, Amanda Gorman, 

gave a dramatic presentation of her poem, ‘The hill we climb.’  I would like to 

spend a bit of time with it. Among her many memorable and moving lines were 

the following: 

Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true: 

That even as we grieved, we grew. 
That even as we hurt, we hoped. 
That even as we tired, we tried. 
That we’ll forever be tied together, victorious. 
Not because we will never again know defeat, but because we will never 
again sow division. 

It was her line, ‘even as we grieved, we grew,’ that got me. In thirty-five years of 

ministry I had not put those two words together in a sentence. Thank-you 

Amanda Gorman. In one of the middle passages in her poem, she made 

reference to a biblical image of peace and security found in the prophet  

Micah (4:4): 
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Scripture tells us to envision that everyone shall sit under their own vine 
and fig tree and no one shall make them afraid. 
If we’re to live up to our own time, then victory won’t lie in the blade, but in 
all the bridges we’ve made. 

Those last two lines took me back to summers I spent in Guyana while training 

for the ministry, and a song the young people loved to sing, ‘We’re building 

bridges out of walls.’ Little wonder why Gorman would use a bridge-building 

image at the inauguration of her new President, given the division and hatred 

that has surfaced with such violence in the past four years. The rallying cry with 

which she concludes her poem is remarkable for its confidence in the face of all 

that has happened:   

When day comes, we step out of the shade, aflame and unafraid. 
The new dawn blooms as we free it. 
For there is always light, 
if only we’re brave enough to see it. 
If only we’re brave enough to be it. 

It is as gospel-inspired a call to her nation to seize its opportunity to enter a new 

day with hope as could be imagined.  

For our nation, as well, the call comes – in the midst of the stern challenge 

posed by Covid-19 and our people’s various and conflicting responses to it. In 

the wake of the conclusion of Brexit trade negotiations, with relationship reality 

vis a vis the UK and EU beginning to kick in.  In the midst of major questions 

again concerning the political future of Scotland. At this moment, we make bold 

with Amanda Gorman, the first national youth poet laureate in her country’s 

history, to dream again and give voice to brighter prayers. And so, let us pray to 

the Lord:  

You are the light of the world  
who calls us to be the light of the world, 
in the dark places within us 
and between us  
shine your light, O Lord.  
Help us be and bear  
your light,  
and so live. 

Your friend, 

Stewart  
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PARISH RECORDS 

Funeral and Memorial Services 

“Nothing can separate us from the love of God” 

On 15 December Ken Morton 

On 31 December Margaret McMurray 

KEN MORTON 

Ken Morton, long time Kelvindale resident, member of the church and 
contributor to The Beacon died towards the end of the year, with his funeral 
held in Covid conditions on December 15. His son Ricky asked that on 
behalf of himself and his sister Carol, the following should be published here. 

‘The family of Kenneth Morton would like to thank all those who sent prayers 
and kind wishes following the death of our Dad, and those who came to the 
church to pay their respects despite the restricted attendance allowed for 
the service. 

St John’s-Renfield church played a large part in the lives of mum and dad, 
and we appreciate the support of church and congregation at this time.’ 
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BIBLE STUDY 

‘You’ll Never Walk Alone: Psalm 139 meets Lockdown’ 

A series of four Bible studies led by our Minister, via zoom, running for an 

hour, began on Wednesday 27 January (7.30 pm) and will continue 

through to 17 February, Ash Wednesday. If you missed the first one, still 

plenty of time to join. 

Stewart comments,’ Two songs for our times, dark but not without light, 
including the strong light of God within us. As we thank David for the 
Psalm, we thank too the late Gerry Marsden and his Pacemakers for their 
epic version of a tune originally written by Rodgers & Hammerstein for the 
musical Carousel, for the comfort and encouragement of the protagonist, 
Julie Jordan, upon the sudden loss of her husband. Both classics of faith 
and emotional courage. 

We are taking the Psalm in four sections, as follows: 

27/01, ‘O Lord, you have searched me and known me, ’verses 1–6  

03/02, ‘Even the darkness is not dark to you, ’verses 7–12 

10/02, ‘For it was you who knit me together in my mother’s womb, 
’verses 13–18 

17/02, ‘Search me, O God, and know my heart,’ verses 19–24’ 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/96763804241?pwd=cDBiYVVsQ25ia1BvOUlQQS9aSlF3dz09 

Meeting ID: 967 6380 4241 

Passcode: 024396 

  

https://zoom.us/j/96763804241?pwd=cDBiYVVsQ25ia1BvOUlQQS9aSlF3dz09
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FOODBANK 

THE DEMAND FOR SUPPORT FROM ST GREGORY'S FOODBANK 

CONTINUES UNABATED AND OUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE NEEDED 

MORE THAN EVER IN 2021 

Thanks to your generosity we have contributed £3,000 over the past 10 
months to the foodbank but Father Cameron has advised that there is no 
let up in the demand for food. 

As you may recall St John's-Renfield Church agreed to contribute £200 per 
month to assist St Gregory's Foodbank when lockdown was introduced, in 
lieu of the estimated cost of the food donated by the congregation. We are 
pleased to advise that due to your support we have decided to increase 
our monthly contribution to £250. 
To enable us to do this your continued support would be much 
appreciated. 

If you are able, donations can be forwarded to the Church, for the attention 
of the Treasurer, clearly marked "Foodbank". If you prefer you can set up a 
monthly standing order to the Church and as long as you put "Foodbank" 
in as the reference these funds will be allocated accordingly. 

Our contributions are greatly appreciated by St Gregory's and by those 
who need to use the foodbank. 

Thank you. 

Graham Moore 

If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, 
then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the 
noonday." Isaiah 58:10 
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The Boys’ Brigade 

5th Glasgow Company 

http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 

5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMPANY SECTION NEWS 

A New Year, but continuing in our old ways........virtually! Yes, the 
Company Section restarted on 15th January, and we're doing our best to 
keep the boys & staff entertained with our mix of badgework classes and 
activities on Zoom as we head into 2021. 

Although we cannot meet in person, it does not stop us from working 
through our Friday night badge classes, and recently we have looked at 
Origami, Social Exclusion, and during February we'll move on to First Aid. 
Our aim is for the boys to cover all their regular badgework by the end of 
the session, and thus not miss out on gaining their activity badges. 

In December we enjoyed our Pizza & Mocktail making evening, and our 
Christmas party. We're always looking for new and different activities so, 
as usual, keep watching our social media feeds for regular 
updates. Please do 'like', 'share', and 'retweet' our posts if possible! 

Finally, lockdown has not prevented our boys making progress on their 
advanced awards. During January L/Cpl Andrew Watt participated in his 
Building Your Skills for President's Badge course, and Cpl Jack McClelland 
and Cpl Grant MacLennan both completed their Skills for Queen's Badge 
course. Both courtesy of Zoom of course! 

STEDFAST 
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     Newsletter February 

Dear Supporters,  

We are now into the New Year and although LHM continues to be impacted 
by the new ‘Stay at Home’ guidance we are working with a small team to 
meet our commitment to support those experiencing homelessness. 

We thought we would share with you a roundup of the varied support the 
team at LHM has been able to provide with your continued support through 
this Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

£5 Hot Meal Voucher 
Scheme 

Emergency Food 
Parcels 

Essentials Toiletries 
packs 

667 meals given out 2,816 parcels 
distributed 

1,437 packs 
distributed 

Total cost £3,154 £ 13.44 approx. cost 
per parcel 

£ 22.61 approx. cost 
per pack 

 

Clothing Christmas Gift Bags Full Christmas 
Dinner 

255 assists 165 individuals 432 meals delivered 

Through our partnership work with Bethany Christian Trust and Glasgow 
City Mission we have secured 1,200 emergency supply packs for vulnerable 
households across Glasgow. There are four pack types; food, cleaning, 
toiletries and stationary. To date we have reached 146 separate households 
in crisis. 

We are now receiving regular referrals for help and assistance with food 
parcels, toiletries packs and clothing from various agencies for the clients 
they are working with. These include; Simon Community Scotland, British 
Red Cross, Hunter Street Homelessness Health Centre including Addictions 
Team and Blood Borne Virus Nurses, Positive Outcomes Project (Criminal 
Justice Team), Housing First, The Access Hub, Mungo Foundation, Wise 
Group and Quarrier’s.  In addition we have been able to supply £10 
supermarket shopping vouchers to various charities frontline staff to issue 
to clients on our behalf. 
  

Marie Trust Simon Community 
Scotland 

Street Soccer 
Scotland 

450 700 350 
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Lunch bag provision to the Glasgow Overnight Welcome Centre has been 
ongoing since 1st December. 

We have been able to assist a total of 549 individual service users, from 
these there have been over 1000 presentations at our Centre. Assistance 
given has related to welfare rights advice, support, homelessness 
assistance, mobile phone top ups, meal vouchers, as well as emergency 
food, essential toiletries, clothing and winter weather packs.  Our chaplaincy 
phone line remains available for prayer, support and assistance on 07864 
705 668. Our support worker Angela is available for over the phone 
consultations and can offer a one-to-one appointment if required. Our 
volunteers sorting food and clothing have continued their dedicated support 
despite tightening restrictions. Many churches and organisations have 
stepped up to offer additional support with regular supplies for our kettle food 
packs, clothing and toiletries. We are indebted to you all, none of this great 
work could be done without our many collaborative relationships and we 
want to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone who is part of the Lodging 
House Mission Family who make all of this vital work possible.    

We ask for your prayers for God’s strength as the team continue to engage 
with vulnerable people, and are available to offer support to the Glasgow 
Overnight Welcome Centre until end of March. Please keep in mind all those 
living in temporary accommodation during this pandemic, concerned about 
their future.  Pray for protection during this pandemic and beyond as we 
continue to provide essential services to those in most need. 

May God bless you as you have blessed the least of these brothers and 
sisters of Christ. (Matthew 25:40) 

Deacon Claire Herbert 
Chaplain LHM 
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SUNDAY CLUB 

Happy New Year everyone! 

Well, we made it through the Christmas holidays only 
to find that we weren’t able to go back to school in 
January or even have services in the church! We are 
constantly being challenged with this virus but now that 

the vaccines are starting to be given out, we can only hope that it won’t be 
too long before we can be back together once again on a Sunday!  
Our final Zoom meeting last year in December was a Christmas Party and 
we had great fun with lots of games. The children each received a bag with 
a craft to do and some goodies to enjoy too. They seemed to have enjoyed 
it as much as we did.  

We started our Zoom meetings again on 10th January and will be having 
them fortnightly for the foreseeable future. We know that the children are 
having to spend a lot of time on computers or iPads during the week doing 
lessons, but it is great to see them for the half hour when they are able to 
make it. We enjoy seeing their faces and finding out what they have been 
up to – as well as sharing a short lesson and then having a game! It is so 
important to let the children know we are thinking of them. We were 
looking at new starts and resolutions in January, and will be exploring 
priorities and temptations in February - much to think about. 

In the meantime, stay strong, work hard and enjoy your precious time 
together with your families and the ones you love.  
(Maybe you could make them a Valentine Card!)  

 

 

 

 

The Sunday Club Team 
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5TH GLASGOW ANCHOR BOYS AND JUNIOR SECTION 

The Anchor Boys and Junior Section continue to meet every Tuesday 
evening via ZOOM! 

This is proving to be very successful with the boys engaging and 
participating in all the activities enthusiastically. We even managed to have 
a great Christmas Party on Zoom with an unexpected video message from 
Santa who had a special mention for each of the boys. 
In the coming term we intend to use the Boys’ Brigade material designed 
to help us address each of the aspects of our programme, Get into the 
Bible, Get Involved, Get Active, Get Adventurous, Get Creative and Get 
Learning. This will allow us to explore Burns night, Chinese New Year, 
Valentine’s Day, Shrove Tuesday and FairTrade Fortnight among other 
things 

Thanks are due to Mr Watt for his technical skills and to all the helpers who 
participate just as enthusiastically as the boys: Heather, Lorna, Yvonne, 
Jack and Grant. 

Allan Watt (Officer-in Charge - Junior Section) 
Aileen Morison (Officer in Charge - Anchor Boys) 
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KNITTERS ASKED TO HAVE A HEART 

Doctors and nurses battling to save lives on the frontline are asking people 
in Greater Glasgow and Clyde to have a heart….. 

Our nursing and midwifery staff are continually looking for ways to support 
those they care for in these challenging times to ensure they remain 
feeling close to their loved one in our hospitals and care homes. 

With services in NHSGGC around 40% busier than during the first wave, 
we are appealing for local communities to pick up their knitting needles 
and crotchet hooks again to support our ‘From the Heart’ campaign.  

Last April, NHSGGC staff appealed for small, knitted hearts for patients 
who had died. One was offered to families with the matching one 
remaining with their deceased family member in the hope it would allow 
them to feel more connected to their relative who has recently died.  

The campaign was well received and we noticed the hearts were also 
being used for patients in hospitals and residents in care homes and their 
loved ones not only at end of life but at other challenging times too.  

Dr Margaret McGuire, Board Nurse Director, said: “Sadly we are facing 
another peak in this pandemic and this is one small way in which we can 
try and ensure that our patients and residents and their loved ones can still 
feel connected. 

“The pandemic has brought many symbols of compassion, such as brightly 
painted rainbows and the Thursday night applause but there is nothing 
more symbolic than a heart and we hope that the public feel that by knitting 
them for our very sick patients and residents and those who have sadly 
died and their families, they too are playing their part in fighting this terrible 
pandemic with us.” 

Knitters are asked to use clean wool and once they are knitted to deliver 
the hearts in re-sealable plastic bags with the date clearly written on it. 
This is so staff can allow 72 hours before the hearts can be used. 

Dr McGuire added: “We hope that offering families a small knitted heart will 
be a small comfort to them during a difficult time and we are asking that 
knitters across NHSGGC will support us to be able to offer this small but 
compassionate token from the heart.” 
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Please send your knotted hearts to: ‘From the Heart’ campaign, NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde, JB Russell House, Gartnavel Royal site, 1055 
Great Western Road, Glasgow, G12 0XH. Please also include your name 
and email address or postal address if you don’t have one. 

Simple free to use pattern here:  
https://blog.nobleknits.com/blog/how-to-knit-a-tiny-heart  

 

  

https://blog.nobleknits.com/blog/how-to-knit-a-tiny-heart
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Hi Children, 

It’s Beacon Butterfly here. I hope you are keeping nice and warm. This 

month, to help my friends the birds, we are going to make a bird feeder. It’s 

really easy, just pop down the ingredients on the shopping list of your 

house. It may be a couple of days before you get them but just be patient. 

Here are the instructions. You will need to go a short walk to see if you can 

find pine cones.  

See you next month, Beacon Butterfly.  

Ingredients 

String or Ribbon 

Pine Cone 

Bird seed (your local supermarket should have them) 

Lard and peanut butter 

1. Go and collect a few pine cones on your local walk. Tie string to the top 

of them. 

2. Spread the peanut butter or lard all over the surface of the Pine cone. 

3. Roll the pine cone through a bowl of birdseed. 

4. Hang from a tree or bush in your garden. 

5. Enjoy the little birds that will come. 
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YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT YOU WILL FIND IN WIKIPEDIA! 
 

This morning I was reading a page from John Baillie’s “Diary of Readings”, 
first published in 1955, and read his extended quote of Alexander Whyte. 
Not knowing anything about Alexander Whyte I turned to Wikipedia…. You 
may not be surprised by any of this, but I was intrigued. Perhaps you knew 
that Alexander Whyte was a very distinguished Minister of the Free 
Church, St John’s Glasgow (one of our predecessor churches, of course) 
between 1866-71. He started life with few advantages. Born out of wedlock 
in 1836 in Forfar, his mother “declined to marry” his father, and shortly 
after he was born his father emigrated to America, leaving him and his 
mother in Scotland.  
 
Alexander’s mother, Janet Thomson, had to work hard to bring up her 
young son. According to a biography by Maureen Bradley, they lived in a 
two room thatched cottage in Kirriemuir. She joined the Free Church of 
Scotland at the Disruption in 1843, and with financial help from his 
estranged father Alexander studied divinity at the University of Aberdeen 
and then New College Edinburgh. He had obviously kept in touch with his 
father, who had not only paid for Alexander’s education but whose 
American-born daughter -Alexander’s half sister - came to Scotland to help 
Alexander keep house.  
 
The Free Church, St John’s Glasgow was Alexander’s first ministry. Sadly I 
currently have no details of his ministry with our predecessors, but from 
there he moved to Edinburgh, first to another ministry at St George’s in 
Edinburgh and then in 1909 to become Principal and Professor at New 
College Edinburgh. One of his biographers, G.F Barbour, gives many 
examples of his preaching. He writes: “He took adults and children by the 
hand and enabled them to step into his sermons by the way he expressed 
his ideas.” The following address to a small meeting of children at St. 
George's is an example of this unique talent. "Dr. Whyte read from the 
Gospels the story of the widow who cast her mite into the treasury, and 
went on to say: 'This woman was a washerwoman. She washed the dirty 
linen of Simon the Pharisee and other Pharisees round about Jerusalem. 
We shall all see this woman, children, when we get to heaven. The Lord 
will come in with this woman on His arm, and He'll say, "Come here, Dr. 
Whyte; come here Dr. Smith. Do you see this woman here? She has done 
more than any of you." And I shall go up to her and say, "Woman, I used to 
preach about you, down in Edinburgh.”  
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Here in St Johns-Renfield we have just celebrated another Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, along with the worldwide church. It is noteworthy that 
even in the early 1900s Alexander Whyte was committed to the 
ecumenical cause, maintaining a “cordial correspondence” with Cardinal 
Newman, a convert to Catholicism - surely an example of the ways in 
which Christian friendship can surmount theological differences. 
 
 
After losing his only son in the First World War, Alexander Whyte died in 
1921. He was buried in Edinburgh, his life honoured and his memory 
cherished, not least by the poor and oppressed among whom he worked. 
As Barbour writes, Whyte had the great gift of directing his fiercest 
challenges, not at them but at himself: “When he was speaking in a slum 
where its inhabitants were known for their drinking he astonished his 
hearers by informing them that he had found out the name of the 
wickedest man in Edinburgh, and he had come to tell them who it was; and 
bending forward he whispered: "His name is Alexander Whyte.” Not 
surprising perhaps that John Baillie should feel that Alexander White 
commends himself to be read even today.  
 

Dr Bob Bradnock 
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A STORY LOOKING FOR A HAPPY ENDING: 

Once upon a time there was a little plant. It was a weeping fig. It belonged 
to a friend of Katie’s. In the fullness of time the friend left Glasgow and 
Katie became custodian. Guess what? Katie moved south and left the 
plant with me till she had her own place…. 

Guess what? Katie has still to get her own place, and meanwhile the plant 
has grown so well that it is now crowding out the monstera deliciosa 
(Swiss Cheese Plant) which was a wedding present and so is very special. 
(We’re talking 44 years ago). 

The plant is currently on the half landing where it has plenty light and 
headroom. It is very well brought up and forgiving, making no demands 
apart from the odd watering and feeding. Despite its name it’s a happy 
plant!  And it has grown. 

Question: can anyone offer a home to the weeping fig? I have to tell you 
that it is between 6/7 feet tall, the circumference of the pot is 17 inches, 
and the plant isn’t much wider than that. 

Will you be the one to provide a happy ending – and maybe a donation to 
the Food Bank? 

Wilma Murphy 
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YELLOWDAY 

Three Swans glide across the pond, with 
Aplomb, elegance and grace - 
In Spring sunshine, 
Meadowsweet and cherry blossom. 

Odile, Odette; brilliant white and 
Sheer black feathers, 
Children turned to swans; saved 
From darkness, dragons, spooky dungeons. 

Good child, have you 
A drum to bang on? 
Small hands, chubby fingers, 
Dance on the table, allegro. 

Have you a song to sing? 
Fill the air with melody, floating in the gentle 
breeze, 
Like your Dad sang for me, 
Swan song; Mother of Mine. 

Gold silk shading light at sunset. 
Little one, explore; watch the swans. 
What do they think about? 
Are they friends? 

Nests. Cygnet babies move smoothly on the water, 
Geese and duck relations nearby; aunties, uncles, 
Birds sing, Happiness grows, 
You too, dearest one. 
  

Jane Finnie 
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LIFE AND WORK : FEBRUARY 

'WE ARE NOT ENEMIES' 

US ministers and staff look to the future after the fiercely contested US 

presidential election 

GETTING THE MESSAGE OVER 

Iain Mitchell QC reflects on his call to the Bar - and preaching 

LENTEN REFLECTIONS 

New series for Lent 

....plus much more across 52 pages 

TO THE TOP OF THE WORLD! 

On 4 January 2021, fifty seven determined and focused individuals started 
their virtual ascent of Mount Everest to raise funds for CrossReach 
services. They are all led and inspired by husband and wife team Graeme 
and Helen Wright, owners of Wright Fitness in Moray.  

“This is no normal ascent, Mount Everest is 8,848m or 348,336 inches tall. 
Team members will be jumping their way to the top” said Helen as she 
explained how the challenge will be completed. "The participants are in 
teams of 10, and each individual mountaineer will need to complete 1,936 
x 18 inch box jumps, step ups or stair walks over a 40 day period to reach 
the summit." 

Helen says “I heard about CrossReach through friends who have used 
their services but we didn’t really know what the charity did. After finding 
out about the work they do across Scotland, and in Buckie, we decided to 
put our efforts into raising money for them.”  

About the event, Helen says “It is going to be tough, muscles will be sore 
but the effort and commitment is amazing!”  

You can help to keep the team inspired and make a donation today by 
clicking Log In - JustGiving  

All money raised will go directly to supporting vulnerable people across 
Scotland! 

Good luck Team Everest and thank you, from everyone at CrossReach!  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/team-mount-everest
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