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Dear Friends,  

Alexander and I walk along Weymouth Drive to the stairs that lead down to 

Kelvindale Primary each school day. Saying hello, how are you, to parents 

coming and going, some wearing masks, most not. Just a wee walk to start the 

outdoor part of the day.  

We’ve worked out that Alex doesn’t need me to walk him, we are just walking 

together, entertaining ourselves with a bit of banter. About the sun, for 

example. Seldom seen these mornings. ‘Does Scotland know itself in the sun,’ 

I asked him? He just laughed. ‘Does it not have an identity crisis in the sun?’ 

More laughter. ‘Another country next door, must be.’  And there might be the 

odd school-y question like, ‘How did you get on with that maths test 

yesterday?’ ‘Fine,’ is the stock answer. He has one every day, so it’s not a 

show stopper.  

But there’s something about a sunny morning – it reminds us that they are 

possible. That above the overcast of your average day the sun is still up there, 

shining away. If only we could see it. It is a tonic, this reassurance, and far 

more frugal than chartering a plane to go up and check.  

Bringing me round to the proverb: ‘A merry heart is good medicine’ (Proverbs 

17:22). Or, to quote it in full: ‘A cheerful heart is a good medicine, but a 

downcast spirit dries up the bones.’  It sounds much more ‘biblical’ in full. The 

merry and the downcast taken together and contrasted. A range of 

experiences in view. Taking the merry heart first, I ask myself: when is my 

heart merry? More often it is when I am in company than when I am alone, 

though I can be happy alone for a time. But as soon as I say, ‘in company,’ it 

triggers an awareness of how difficult this is now compared to previous times.  

When being in company – at home, at work, at play – was easier done. A train 

of thought that could take a downturn towards the downcast if not pulled up.  

The Book of Proverbs offers just such a pulling up, calling us to seek the 

Wisdom of God if we wish to find firm ground for joy in this life. ‘Her’ because 

wisdom is personified in Hebrew tradition as a righteous woman who goes 

crying through the streets, calling all to learn life from her: 

Does not wisdom call, 

    and does not understanding raise her voice? 
 On the heights, beside the way, 

    at the crossroads she takes her stand; 
 beside the gates in front of the town, 

    at the entrance of the portals she cries out: 
 “To you, O people, I call, 

    and my cry is to all that live. 
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 O simple ones, learn prudence; 

    acquire intelligence, you who lack it. 
 Hear, for I will speak noble things, 

    and from my lips will come what is right  (Proverbs 8:1–6)    

Wisdom, present with God in creation, holds out the secret of happiness in life: 

“And now, my children, listen to me: 

    happy are those who keep my ways. 

Hear instruction and be wise, 

    and do not neglect it. 

Happy is the one who listens to me, 

    watching daily at my gates, 

    waiting beside my doors. 

For whoever finds me finds life 

    and obtains favour from the LORD; 

but those who miss me injure themselves; 

    all who hate me love death.”   (Proverbs 8: 32–36)  

A merry heart is one that seeks wisdom, learns prudence, and accepts the 

discipline of obedience to the Lord. That we not do ourselves or anyone else 

an injury.  

It is perhaps a stern turn to take in a piece like this, that started out so blithely. 

But it seems essential that we seek joy in company in ways that are prudent for 

the times. That we not give up or give in, and seek a return to social life in 

imprudent ways – whether impulsive or considered – that lead to the calling of 

the police at night and reimposition of lockdown in the morning.       

Let us be of good cheer! 

Your Friend, 

Stewart 

PARISH RECORDS 

Funeral and Memorial Services 

“Nothing can separate us from the love of God” 

On 19 September, Isabel Hazelton 

On 22 September, William Frame 
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COMMUNION SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER 

SERVICES ARE AT 10am and 12 NOON 

By the time you read this article you should have been contacted by your  

district Elder asking if you will be attending Communion. 

To reiterate:  

You can only attend if you have registered your intention to do so with your 

Elder. 

If you have had a change of mind either way please contact  

Susan Finnigan  

By email:  sfinnigan183@gmail.com or phone: 07951 667539 

Arriving at church  

On arriving at the Church you should use the emergency exit to gain entry. The 

emergency door has a ramp and is situated up the side path leading towards 

the back door.  

You should put a face covering on before entering the building. 

On entering the large hall YOU MUST SANITISE YOUR HANDS and then 
confirm your name and telephone contact details to the designated person 
seated at the far table. 

You will be given a laminated card to place on your seat, this is to enable us to 
identify which chairs have been occupied and will therefore need cleaned and 
sanitized prior to next use  

Leaving by the top door of the large hall you enter the Church via the Session 
house and a member if the welcome team will help guide you to an available 
seat. Seats to be used will be identifiable by a ribbon. 

COMMUNION 

In order to comply with legislation the elements of bread and wine will be have 
been prepared by one individual in a sanitized area wearing a face mask and 
gloves. 

All of the Welcome team and Elders on duty will wear a face mask  
Serving Elders will be wearing gloves. 

On the day there will be slight differences to how things are done but everyone 
will receive Communion to enable us to celebrate the Sacrament together. 

https://webmail.plus.net/#NOP
https://webmail.plus.net/#NOP
mailto:sfinnigan183@gmail.com
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Once all members have been served Matt will serve the four serving Elders 
following which the two communicating Elders will then serve Matt and 
Stewart. 

At the conclusion of the service the congregation must maintain social 
distancing as they leave the sanctuary by the East door toward the main exit 
and steps. 
In order to assist with this, members sitting in the front row should exit first, 
followed by those sitting on the next used row and so on with those seated at 
the rear exiting last. 

On the way out you will be given a very brief opportunity to say farewell to 
Matt, it needs to be brief to allow everyone to exit timeously and ensure safe 
social distancing. 

If you wish to speak with other members of the congregation you can only do 
this once outside the and on the pavement. 
 But please remember the guidelines at the time of writing , are that only two 
households can meet together ,socially distanced  and each group must be 
socially distanced from the next. 

If this all seems very formal and unfamiliar, we apologise . 
Our priority is to do our very best to keep everyone safe and to do so we must 
abide by Government guidelines.  

At the time of writing further restrictions relating to COVID-19 are expected. 
This may affect our plans to hold Communion.  
You will of course be notified should this be the case. 

Ministers and Clerks  
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KIRK SESSION REPORT 

The meeting, held via Zoom on Tuesday 15 September 2020 at 7.30 p.m., 
opened by celebrating Communion, with each Elder having their own bread 
and wine ready beside them at their pc/laptop. 

Before the start of the general business Shaun Digges provided a moving 
tribute to Marsali Dykes and an abbreviated extract of this is printed on page 10. 

Next the Moderator, Stewart, took the opportunity to thank Shirley Maxwell for 
her service as Depute Session Clerk.  Shirley took the oath in May 2016 and 
should have stepped down in May this year but volunteered to stay on due to 
the uncertainty of Covid.  He had been impressed with her attitude to serve 
others, her pastoral care, patience and wonderful way of encouraging people.  
She had a busy four years working on the Vacancy Committee, Local Church 
Review, the impact of Covid on the Church to name but a few.  In reply Shirley 
thanked the Kirk Session, the six Ministers she had worked with Fiona, Roger, 
Claire, Eric, Stewart, Matt, which must be a record, and the four Clerks, 
Margaret Paton, Shirley Tassell, Susan Finnigan and Graham Moore. Susan 
Finnigan has now taken up the mantle of Assistant Session Clerk. 

Following the approval of previous minutes of meetings, the Session discussed 
Logo and Branding Designs.  Matt advised that this had been a long 
process, fourteen months, and thanked everyone who had been involved in 
this.  Matt showed three proposed images, one in colour, a black and white 
version of this and also a slightly rougher version which would appeal more to 
the youngsters and Messy Church. (See copies below).  Matt felt the Cross on 
top of the window represented our two hundred year history with both old and 
new reflected.  There was an interesting discussion about the lettering 
depicting St John’s-Renfield Church, e.g. where the St should be, but, in the 
end, Session agreed to accept the designs. 

Stewart conveyed our thanks to Matt and the graphic designer for their work. 

Stewart then updated Session on Worship on Sundays advising that between 
twenty and thirty people attended each week since we resumed but not always 
the same people.  Those who attended regularly were now in the way of 
sanitising their hands, giving their details and sitting on one of the marked 
seats.  It was strange for the first few weeks, ensuring procedures were being 
followed and although we were spread out there was still an intimacy.  Those 
who hadn’t been back were encouraged to come and see for themselves.  If 
people wanted to chat, they were doing this outside on the pavement.  It was, 
however, stressed that under the new guidelines only two households could 
meet and we needed to be careful in ensuring we complied and everyone 
stood well apart from other groups. 
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Matt advised that at the start of lockdown we were doing a lot of Streaming & 
Digital output and some things had worked while others like live streaming 
hadn’t.  The pre-recorded Sunday services had been well received but in 
recent weeks the numbers viewing had dropped from over 100 to around 50. 
Part of the decline might be due to the online service and the Sunday Service 
being very similar now so those attending Church weren’t now watching online. 
Online is now the new normal but in order to sustain this we needed volunteers 
to edit and post online.  If enough people come forward this might mean only 
having to edit once every couple of months. If any member of the congregation 
would like to assist with this please contact Matt or Moyra. 

Procedures for the forthcoming Communion, Sunday 4 October, had been 
reviewed and plans were nearing final agreement which would then be sent to 
Elders for their perusal before being intimated to the congregation.  See article 
on page 4. 

In the Finance Report it was noted that during Covid we had lost income from 
use of premises, cash contributions and coffee which was reflected in total 
income at the end of August being £8,000 lower than budget. Most members, 
however, give through Gift Aid and this was holding up.  Expenditure was also 
lower, mainly due to not paying a Church Officer salary although we pay a 
cleaner, giving a net deficit of £18,026, which was in line with budget.  It was 
hoped that at the year-end in December the deficit would be less than this 
figure.  As deficits of five figures aren’t sustainable, we will need to review how 
this can be addressed. 

In the Presbytery Report there was an alarming article about ‘Kunri Christian 
Hospital – riot and response’. 
The hospital is in the Hyderabad district of Pakistan which is linked with 
Glasgow Presbytery and there was a request for each Church in the 
Presbytery to donate £20 to assist their recovery.  As a number of Churches in 
Presbytery are receiving financial assistance to enable them to stay open it 
was agreed SJR would donate £40. 

Welcome and Social Committee Shirley Tassell and Linda Moore agreed to 
continue in their roles as co-conveners and Stewart thanked them for the work 
they have done and will do. 

Children and Youth Organisations Caroline Taylor advised that as both she 
and Wendy Watt worked in schools, they needed to limit their interactions out 
with the school bubbles.  They were looking to continue Sunday Club online 
and possibly send out craft packs.  They were in regular contact with the 
children and were investigating a Zoom meeting. 
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The BB was keen to restart as soon as it could be allowed.  Initial discussions 
had been held and it was agreed that a Zoom meeting with all the youth 
leaders to discuss options would be arranged soon.  It was mentioned that in 
schools there were no crafts, cooking and art work was very limited and the 
emphasis was on Caution, Caution. 

Service of Grieving and Gratitude Stewart didn’t know if this would happen 
or not.  It was mentioned that Wellington and the Baptist Churches evening 
services were online and Stewart said he would discuss with Rev Dr Roger 
Sturrock to see if it was feasible for the Grieving and Gratitude service to be 
delivered this way. 

After a lengthy two-hour meeting, we closed by the saying of the “Grace” 
together.  The Kirk Session are due to meet again on Wednesday 21 October 
at 7.30 p.m., via Zoom. 
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SUNDAY CLUB 

Sunday Club was hoping to return to normal by October but given the 

ongoing uncertainty we have made the difficult decision to delay returning 

to face to face meetings for the moment.  This is for the safety of both 

children and staff. 

However we will be providing online lessons and activities on a weekly 

basis as part of SJRkids@home.  The links will be made available via 

email and the church Facebook page. 

After the success of David’s catapult craft we will be sending out some 

more surprises every few weeks, so keep an eye on your postbox! 

We miss all you so much so please share anything you have been up to 

at home.  The rainbows in windows during lockdown show God’s spirit is 

still flowing through our local community and we hope this will continue till 

we can meet again in person. 

Keep safe and happy. 

Sunday Club Team  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘The summer that's gone' 
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TRIBUTE TO MARSALI DYKES 

"As a toddler, Marsali watched the church being built, the laying of the 
foundation stone in Norwich Drive with MCMXXIX (1929) carved in the stone, 
playing among and probably up the scaffolding with her sister Maya and 
brother Dick. 

So, she was in with the bricks so to speak – almost a part of the fabric of our 
church. Her father was a former treasurer and both she and her sister were 
long serving members of the church.   

She was a faithful and caring district elder and served this church for decades 
in many different ways. Marsali was a very accomplished needle-worker, and 
the cushions on the chairs behind the communion table are testament to that. 
She was an expert at tatting, which is a kind of lace making using a shuttle, but 
everything she made had to be practical – nothing for show! She also knitted 
constantly, providing many items for bonanzas, and, of course, she sang in the 
choir for over 30 years.  Some members will remember the time she, along 
with Margaret Buchanan and Helen Dunsmore, three seemingly severe 
members of the choir, performed Three Little Maids from School – in their old 
school uniforms. 
No-one could hear them singing because of the laughter and they had to sing 
it again!   

Marsali, seemed quite formidable, and reminded me of Miss Jean Brodie – I 
could imagine her at Park School looking after her "girls". But she always had 
a smile and was very friendly. 

Marsali had a love of travel – she had taught in Australia for 3 years - when 
you could get there on a £10 ticket - and returned later for another 3 years. A 
couple of years ago she was on yet another holiday on a river cruise where 
she was treated like royalty.   

Last year when just out of hospital and hardly able to walk she arranged 
another river cruise. It was not a problem as a car would pick her up, someone 
would handle her luggage for her, and she would be helped all the way. "I may 
not be able to do all the things I used to, but I can still enjoy a 
holiday!"  Unfortunately, she had to cancel as she had not recovered enough. 
Sadly, she moved to a nursing home when she could no longer be safe at 
home, but she was content there and was well looked after.  She really missed 
coming to church, occupying her regular seat, and hoped to be back some 
time.  The lockdown meant she could no longer get visits from her family, 
especially her niece who lived in France, and this was a great blow, but I was 
glad I managed to visit and tell her all the news about the church, albeit over a 
fence and path while she sat in her room at her French window. I am sure 
everyone in Duntocher, never mind the care home heard our conversation. 
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Unfortunately, only three from the church could attend her funeral, and it was 
good to know that many stood at the church, and even had a word with her 
relatives when the cars stopped.  Jennifer Stewart, Eleanor Murphy, and I were 
proud to represent the congregation and pass on to the family the warm regard 
and love Marsali was held in.  A bit of our history has gone with Marsali, and 
she will be sadly missed by both her own and her church family here in St. 
John's-Renfield." 

Shaun Digges 
 

HOUSE AND HOME 

As well as being a proverb, 'home is where the heart is' forms the first line of 
an Elvis Presley song.  My own heart is in my home. 

On 1st September 1964, when Barbara was eleven months old, we moved 
from a top flat in Woodlands Drive to our semi-detached house in Colchester 
Drive.  We sometimes thought of moving, although our children never fancied 
that idea.  We used to visit show homes and may have purchased a detached 
house in Bearsden, which is now valued about twice as highly as my present 
residence but it did not have my panoramic view.  On a clear day I can see 
Goat Fell on Arran, about forty miles to the west.  I have many happy 
memories of family life and of friends who have visited. 

Bless this house O Lord we pray, make it safe by night and day.  So starts the 
lovely hymn, beautifully recorded by Kenneth McKellar and many 
others.  Security is always essential but is sometimes overcome.  Many years 
ago, we returned in darkness after visiting friends in Edinburgh to disturb two 
teenage intruders who kicked their way out of our back window.  We had 
stayed late to watch a television programme, perhaps the Eurovision Song 
Contest.  The rogues were never traced but fortunately very little was 
stolen.  Our precious possession had been invaded and the intrusion lasted in 
the memory.  On reflection, it is as well for the safety of the young 
housebreakers and mine that I was unable to intercept them. 

I love my country, it's people, its beauty, its culture, its livestock and its 
wildlife.  I have been fortunate to travel widely in the UK, in Europe and North 
America but I am always happy to come home to Kelvindale, Glasgow, 
Scotland.  I cannot think of a more pleasant place to live and bring up my 
family.  

I appreciate the feelings expressed in Dougie McLean's lovely song, 
'Caledonia'. 

Oh and let me tell you that I love you 
And I think about you all the time 

Caledonia you're calling me and now I'm going home. 

John MacMillan 
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5TH GLASGOW ANCHOR BOYS AND JUNIOR SECTION 

The Anchor Boys and Junior Section have been enjoying meeting on Tuesday 

evenings via Zoom since the start of the new session. 

Mr Watt, Officer-in-Charge of the Junior Section has spent a lot of time and put 

a lot of work into organising this, but I am sure he would agree that it has been 

worth it to see the lovely smiling faces of the boys and the enthusiasm with 

which they have entered into the activities he has designed for them and we 

are grateful for the participation and encouragement of our helpers, Heather, 

Lorna, Grant and Jack from the Company Section, and new helper, Yvonne. 

The Boys’ Brigade, nationally, has produced very clear guidelines which would 

allow us to meet face to face in the hall, so hopefully, with the encouragement 

and support of the church, it won’t be too long before we can arrange to meet 

face to face (safely) again and enjoy all the fun and games we are used to. 

Aileen Morison  

(Officer-in-Charge) Anchor Boys 

THE END OF THIS WEST END TRAIL MYSTERY –  

OR PERHAPS NOT!! 

Sarah Hamilton has now sent me Gordon Urquhart's response to our enquiries 
about the Hyndland Prisoner of War Camp during the last war. He has passed 
on a passage from Ann Laird's 1997 book Hyndland . 

"In the later part of the war a party of 40 or 50 American soldiers was based in 
a small camp on the corner of Clarence Drive and Lauderdale Gardens. Wire 
mesh fences enclosed the area, and six to eight Nissen huts stood inside. The 
Americans held prisoners, including Italians, who required fairly low security 
conditions. Local residents report seeing prisoners being taken on regular 
working parties by means of army transport, and also being exercised by walking 
up and down Clarence Drive. Children of the day regularly went up to the gates, 
where some of the troops would be hanging about on the other side, talking with 
American accents. Some of the soldiers were billeted in flats, and one resident 
recalls seeing their cunning method of getting coal upstairs – they used a small 
crane to lift the sacks and passed them in through the windows!" 

Will we ever be able to find out why it was situated in Hyndland?  I am also left 
wondering what kind of work the prisoners were engaged in. At least it adds a 
little more local knowledge to this intriguing story! 

Eleanor Murphy 
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VALERIE TAYLOR TRUST 

Understandably the past months have been very challenging. 

Also the Centre for the Rehabilitation of the Paralysed has been very much 
caught up in the Covid 19 pandemic.The Indian subcontinent has been 
particularly hard hit. Staff had to return to their villages and the work of CRP 
very much put on hold. Within the compound itself the staff and patients who 
were found to be Covid positive were very competently isolated. The hospital is 
now opening up to outpatients with appropriate restrictions. 

The Valerie Taylor Trust was unable to have a normal AGM this year but on 
12th September held a very successful Zoom meeting. 

For family reasons I have stepped down as a Trustee. Glen McGhee who 
helps every year with our stall at the Charity Fair is also a Trustee so we are 
well represented. Elizabeth Arthur still manages the Essential Gift Scheme 
which is a very good way of supporting CRP especially if you cannot think of 
what to give to someone (most folk) who has everything. 

Bryan Whitty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.valerietaylortrust.org/
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The Boys’ Brigade 

5th Glasgow Company 

http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 

5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk 

COMPANY SECTION NEWS 

The Company Section kicked-off the new session on Friday 4th September on 

Zoom, and it was great to see our "old" boys back along with some new 

recruits who were promoted from the Junior Section. Our virtual parade nights 

will continue for some time to come, and with a mix of games, classwork, and 

activities, we hope to keep the boys well engaged over the coming weeks. It's 

not the same as seeing everyone in the Large Hall week by week, but it's great 

to see how the boys and staff are adapting to the situation we find ourselves in. 

 
Although there are no events and outings in the near future, keep watching our 
social media feeds for regular Flashbacks from BB years gone by. Please do 
'like', 'share', and 'retweet' our posts if possible! 
 
Lastly, if you know of any boys from P7 upwards who would like to join us then 
please don't hesitate to get in touch. They will be made most welcome. 

 

STEDFAST 
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We are Zooming Brownies & Guides, who would have thought! 

Brownies have been making crafts, doing quizzes, playing games and had a 

campfire sing along.    We delivered the craft materials in September and we 

have Halloween craft for October and two Christmas crafts for end of 

November, we are even talking about a virtual Halloween Party! 

We had a few hiccups with our Guide Zoom meeting, think we are sorted now, 

Guides will only meet every two weeks on Zoom and we have been doing 

quizzes, even I have learned a few things. 

Particular thanks must go to our Younger Leaders – Morven, Jennifer and 

Heather who have organised quizzes and games for Brownies and Kirsty for 

helping deliver all the crafts for the next few weeks and Leona for organising 

the Guide Quizzes, leaving the “Oldies” Rosanne and I to do the paperwork! 

 

Eileen Wilson 

Brownie & Guide Leader  
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‘Dear Supporters,  

As our churches begin to consider the steps to take towards opening up and 

programmes are being drawn up for the year ahead in organisations, such as 

the Guild, here is what is going on at LHM.   

Here at LHM we are preparing and planning, as best we can, for the next 

steps. The Continuation of temporary housing support for the homeless via 

Government funding is uncertain but we shall continue to respond dynamically 

to the unfolding situation by delivering pastoral, advocacy and sustenance 

support wherever we can.  

Many of you will be aware, through our daily updates on our Facebook page 

that we continue to provide food and toiletries parcels to the frontline street 

outreach teams from our partner agencies. If you have not visited our page we 

would encourage you to ‘like’ and ‘share’ and help us to raise awareness of all 

the work going on to make a difference in the lives of individuals with a lived 

experience of homelessness across the city.  

We ask for your continued prayers for, 

• the Lodging House Mission Family; our staff team, our dedicated 

volunteers and our agency partners during this transition time. 

• our vulnerable client group, who face uncertain futures. 

• wisdom and compassion from those in positions of authority as they 

consider amending the temporary housing support for the homeless  

• our wider church family and decision makers, as they consider what form 

Harvest worship and collections may take this year.  

Let us look to the assurance of God’s blessings amidst all the uncertainty.  

Deacon Claire Herbert 
Chaplain LHM’ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



18 

 

A KILTWALK FOR THE MANDELA SCOTTISH MEMORIAL 

May I begin with a huge thank-you to those who supported me in my walk on 

Virtual Kiltwalk Weekend to raise funds for the Mandela Statue, to stand in 

Mandela Place in the fullness of time. I learned of each donation by email, 

addressed to ‘Everyday Heroes,’ providing a button to click that took me to our 

team page, Mandela Marchers, that I might send you a thank you. Gift-aided, 

and topped up by 50% by the Hunter Foundation, your support is multiplied 

and much appreciated. At time of writing, John Nelson and I have raised just 

over £1,500.    

I was fortunate to be allowed to walk at Balgray, conveniently across the street 

from the manse. Charlie, the grounds keeper, reckoned the old ‘ash track’ was 

350 metres. Rounding it, I took it that 3 circuits gave me a kilometre, and got 

round 30 times.  The blustery conditions kept me cool, but played havoc with 

my kilt.  

I met Nelson Mandela three times after his release, each of them in very 

different contexts. The first was in his old ‘matchbox’ house on Vilakazi Street 

in Orlando East, Soweto. It was four days after he had walked free from Victor 

Verster prison in the Cape. My favourite one-liner after I met him was: ‘ He is 

tall, I had to look up to him.’ Under-statement of the year! I left feeling that we 

all had a new lease on life.  

The second time was during a period of great tension in Alexandra Township, 

where I was minister of a Sotho-Speaking Church on 12th Avenue and a 

member of the Ministers’ Association. There had been a massacre at the vigil 

of a woman who had been killed two weeks earlier, in the violence of 

destabilisation, as it came to be called. On the day of the mass funeral, 

Alexandra Stadium was heaving with thousands of angry residents. I was on 

the programme to read Romans 8: 31-39, a text written in extremis assuring us 

of victory, and thus on the platform when Mandela arrived. The coffins were 

spread out in a long line in front of us. Fourteen members of the family had 

been killed. A comforting father, Mandela spoke of his own grief; a stern school 

master, Mandela called us all to discipline.  

The third occasion was the launch in Belhar, Cape Town, of the Uniting 

Reformed Church in Southern Africa, which brought together the ‘Black’ and 

‘Coloured’ Dutch Reformed Churches, thus rolling back the apartheid legacy of 

the divisive mission policy of the white ‘mother’ Church.  Mandela was only 

days away from leading his party to an historic victory in the April elections of 

1994.  
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I feel proud to be a resident now of the first city in the world to grant Mandela 

the status of freeman. And, lest we think it is all a matter for the history books, 

the Black Lives Matter movement is now. And we are in dire need of resolute 

leadership that brings people together in the work of justice and compassion. 

Before he died, Mandela called us to just such work. 

Stewart Gillan 

 

CHRISTMAS IS HAPPENING!  
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MORTON’S MEMORIES 

Readers will remember the series of memories that were published in The 
Beacon where older member Ken Morton reminisced about the early days of 
Kelvindale 

They tell of the history of your Kelvindale from the building of the first houses to 
its part in the Second World war and after. 

These individual stories have been brought together in a booklet which is 
available at a cost of £1. With Freda Gardner playing a big marketing role, over 
100 of these booklets have already been taken. 

The booklets are for sale in the Mini Market. The Cutting Club is also 
promoting them enthusiastically with Stephen saying "This is a great wee 
book, I read it cover to cover, very interesting!". 

They cost £1, with Ken's wish that the proceeds go to the Fabric Fund. To 

date, £200 has been raised.  Copies are also still available from Freda by 

phoning 357 0190. 

STOP PRESS Kelvindale Primary School have just ordered forty copies. 
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1) Name 2 Scottish islands beginning with B. 

Bute, Barra, Berneray, Benbecula, Bressay, Burray etc. 
 

2) Who painted Campbell soup tins? 

Andy Warhol 
 

3) What did Mahatma Gandhi train to become? 

Lawyer 
 

4) Who was the last prisoner to be held at Spandau? 

Hess 
 

5) Name 2 Scottish towns beginning with A. 

Arbroath, Aberdeen etc 
 

6) Which Scottish mathematician invented logarithms? 

Napier 
 

7) Who is the current Secretary General of the United Nations? 

Antonio Gueterres 
 

8) Who wrote "The rose of all the world is not for me. Only the little white 

rose of Scotland"? 

Hugh McDiarmid 
 

9) What year did Nelson Mandela visit Scotland? 

1993 a year before he became President 
 

10) Who said "A winner is a dreamer who never gives up"? 

Nelson Mandela 

Answers to Quiz questions set in September Beacon 
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LIFE AND WORK : OCTOBER 2020 

'The Virus Has Not Shaken My Faith' 
Interview with Scotland's National Clinical Director of Health Quality and 
Strategy, Jason Leitch 

The Call of Louisa Jordan 
The journey of the spiritual care team called to work in Scotland's emergency 
Covid-19 hospital 

EmailHealing Wounds 
Jackie Macadam discovers the work and impact of trauma healing 

Recognising our Limitations 
The Moderator of the General Assembly on a prayer journey up the four 
'Cardinal Munros' 

Surveillance and Social Justice 
In the continuing series marking the 50th anniversary of the Church of Scotland 
SRT, Eric Stoddart explores the ethical implications of surveillance in daily life 

Salt and Light 
Ruth Harvey considers the issues of transformation and social change in 
Matthew 5-7 

A Compassion Which Knows No Boundaries 
Ron Ferguson explains why Christianity is uncomfortable 

Letting Go 
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers emphasises the importance of letting go of 
the past and living in the present. 

Online 

Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive features, including 

Coronavirus Diaries from Church of Scotland mission partners across the 

world. You can also find us at facebook.com/lifeandwork or on Twitter 

@cofslifeandwork 

  

Subscribe online from £12, or download a digital copy for £1.99; return the 

form in the magazine or speak to your church's Life and Work coordinator. 

  

  

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
http://facebook.com/lifeandwork
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‘Autumn crocus - when will the spring cousin appear?’ 
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OFFICE BEARERS 

Minister 

Rev. Dr. D. Stewart Gillan 

26 Leicester Avenue 

G12 0LU 

Tel: 339 4637 

stewart.gillan@outlook.com 

Probationary Minister 

Matthew Ritchie 

22 Elderpark Gardens 

G51 3NX 

Tel. 07542 914424 

matthew.ritchie@churchofscotland.org.uk   

 

Session Clerk 

Graham Moore 

80 Ashburton Road 

G12 0LZ 

Tel: 576 0806 

edward.moore2@ntlworld.com 

Assistant Session Clerk 

Susan Finnigan 

183 Cleveden Road 

G12 0JY 

Tel: 357 1083 

sfinnigan183@gmail.com 

Editor of Beacon 

Alan Christie 

21 Hertford Avenue 

G12 0LG 

Tel: 339 7883 

alan932@googlemail.com 

Material for the November Beacon is required by  

Friday 16 October, midnight 

The Church Office is closed to all visitors.  

Telephone answer machine messages are being accessed remotely 

Tel: 334 0782 

Email: office@sjrchurch.com 

www.sjrchurch.com 

Follow us on social media 
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