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Dear Friends,  

 
When we reopened our doors to the public for individual prayer and reflection, 
having met the requirements set down by the Scottish Government and the 
Presbytery of Glasgow, we did so mindful of the need that our reopening be a 
responsible one, that the Church be a safe space to enter. Having put the 
necessary physical measures in place, and articulated what would be our practice, 
we were left wondering who would come, how many, and what their experience 
might be.  
 
In the event, we reopened the sanctuary for prayer and reflection on Thursday 
evening, 9 July. The next morning, I received the following email from someone 
who was present – a word of testimony that takes us from preparation to personal 
experience: 
 

As you all know, we opened the church for private prayer for the first time last 
night. I was rostered on duty with Stewart and Graham and had been so 
preoccupied with masks and gloves and cleaning and one-way systems that I 
hadn‟t thought how it might feel to be back in the building. I can tell you it was 
a very powerful experience; a breathing space; healing; an important step 
towards the new normal and a chance to begin to approach reflecting on 
these last 110 days.     
  
If your circumstances allow you to visit the church, and you feel comfortable 
about being there, I‟d recommend it.  It‟s wonderful to be back. 
  
Praise the Lord! 

  
On Friday evening, a second message came through: 
 

I popped into the church last night. It was an amazing feeling sitting in our 
beautiful sanctuary, the peace, quiet and space. Funnily enough it took me 
back to my wedding in March 1976. It was the loveliest 10 minutes of my 
lockdown.  

It did my heart good, as it may do your heart good, to read these early witnesses to 
their experience of being back in the welcoming arms of the sanctuary.  

We have since entered phase 3, a time of successive if duly cautious easings of 
restrictions. By the time you read this letter, we will have opened again for public 
worship on Sunday morning, though with a shortened Order of Service and strict 
observance of ongoing restrictions. In addition to phase 2 measures regarding 
physical distancing, sanitation, signage and cleaning, we are refraining from 
singing (no pun intended), chanting, sharing bread and wine, and remaining after 
for conversation over tea and coffee. It is not the same, but it is a start.      
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As we enter more fully into phase 3, anticipating the further easing of restrictions, it 
is natural to ask questions regarding the future: our own and that of the world. This 
week a friend in Ontario, Mark Lewis, a former Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, posted up the following reflection:   

Human beings are obsessed with knowing the future. And right now, there 
are so many crucial issues that we want to know about. Will the world be 
different after Covid-19? Will we do better than just go back to normal? Will 
we ever face the reality of racial prejudice, and take steps towards equality? 
Will we listen to the voices of Indigenous people, and take steps towards 
justice? Will we acknowledge the devastating problem of the uneven 
distribution of wealth? What will the future look like? The answer is not in any 
of the usual scams we turn to for predictions of the future. The answer is in 
God‟s Word. God‟s Word does not predict the future, God‟s Word creates the 
future. 

It is a bold and necessary assertion of faith, one that bids us see and enter into the 
future that God‟s Word creates. God‟s Word as we hear it and see it embodied in 
the life and work of Jesus Christ, that Word of truth, justice and healing. On the 
virus, it is a Word that calls us to humility and caution, even as it empowers us to 
mobilise our God-given gifts of mind, body and spirit to meet the challenges of our 
times. And to do this together: in our Government(s) across party lines; in our 
society across differences in age, race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, wealth 
and religion; in our medical science across lines of national interest and competitive 
funding; in our fellowship negotiating differences regarding the nature and pace of 
change in light of what we have learned under lockdown.  

In short, it is a time for hope, seasoned and resilient; we must leave despair for 
better times. 

Your friend, 

Stewart 

COMING BACK TO CHURCH 
 
In line with Scottish Government guidance and with the approval of Presbytery, the 
church is now open for Sunday Worship and for private prayer at set times on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
 
All are welcome in church, but please think about your own health and 
circumstances before deciding to come. Stay up to date with Scottish Government 
advice about COVID-19, hand and respiratory hygiene, and social distancing - and 
follow it. 
 
If you or anyone in your household has had a new continuous cough, a fever, 
or a change in sense of smell or taste within the last 14 days, please stay at 
home and contact NHS Test and Protect. 



4 
 

 
If you decide to come to church, the Welcome Team will be there to greet you. 
Their job is to keep you safe, so please follow their guidance.  
 
When arriving and leaving, please be mindful of distancing and resist the urge to 
stop for a chat inside the building.  Handshaking, fist/elbow bumping or hugs are 
not allowed! 
 
You will be asked to use the hand sanitiser provided when you arrive and to wear a 
face covering unless there is a medical reason why you shouldn‟t.    
 
A member of the Welcome Team will note your name and phone number. The 
Scottish Government requires us to keep this information for Test and Protect 
purposes. We will store the information securely for 21 days, and then destroy it. 
We won‟t use your details for any other purpose.  
 
The sanctuary looks a bit different. To help with distancing, some rows of chairs 
have been replaced with individual seats, and some areas have been roped off. 
The Welcome Team will help you find a seat, and they will ask you to leave a 
laminated sheet on it as you leave to show the seat has been used. This helps us 
with cleaning.  If you arrive with someone from your household you can sit beside 
them. Otherwise, please maintain 2m distance from others.  

 

For hygiene reasons, we‟ve removed the bibles, hymn books and cushions. The 
kitchen is closed, so there will be no tea and coffee on Sundays, although water will 
be available on request. The toilets are open.  Unfortunately the current situation 
means that if any visitors become unwell and are unable to go home without 
assistance, we will call an ambulance.  

 

Sunday Worship at 11am  
 
For the time being, the Sunday service will be a different experience, shorter than 
usual, and although Cameron will play, there will be no singing. Nevertheless, our 
Ministers are working hard to create services that are meaningful and will point us 
towards God in new ways as well as old, while ensuring that what we are doing is 
safe, legal and responsible.  
 
Entrance to church is via the ramp at the north side of the building. Exit via the East 
vestibule (main door). The Welcome Team may ask you to queue, 2 metres apart 
from others, as you arrive and leave to ensure distancing.  
 
Children are welcome and you may want to bring books and toys to keep them 
entertained. It‟s difficult, we know, but we‟re relying on you to make sure your 
child(ren) maintain 2m distance from other people / households.  At this early stage 
we‟re unable to offer crèche or Sunday Club facilities.  
 



5 
 

There won‟t be a collection during the service but you will have the chance to 
deposit your offering as you leave.    

Tuesdays and Thursdays: Private Prayer  
 
The sanctuary remains open for private prayer and reflection on Tuesdays 
(10.30am – 11.30am) and Thursdays (6pm – 7pm). Entrance is via the East 
Vestibule (main door).  When it‟s time to go, please leave your laminated notice on 
your chair and go out through the Session House and the back door.  
 
 
We appreciate that the best thing for you and your family could be to stay away 
from church at the moment. We will be continuing our digital offerings for those with 
internet access. Please feel free to get in touch with us so we can support you and 
find ways to include you in worship. 
 
If you have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with 
your Elder or the Ministers.  
 
These are our first steps towards the new normal, and we will continue to adapt, 
change and progress in line with Scottish Government and Church of Scotland 
guidance. 
 

The Ministers and Session Clerk Team  
 

Kirk Session Update 

A Special meeting of the Kirk Session was called on 25th June to discuss whether 
St John's-Renfield Church should reopen for individual prayer. 

The Church of Scotland had issued guidelines on reopening of Church buildings 
covering 24 pages along with a 10 page Buildings Checklist and a 10 page Risk 
Assessment . . . . . 

The Buildings checklist had been completed by the property conveners, John Allan 
and Jim Tassell, while Jim had also completed the Risk Assessment. 
All the documents had been forwarded to Elders the previous weekend for them to 
peruse and submit comments or questions prior to the meeting. A summary of 
these and the response from the Leadership Team were emailed to Elders the day 
before the meeting. 

The leadership team were grateful to everyone for taking the time, at short notice, 
to review this matter and thanked Jim Tassell for his diligence in completing the 
Risk Assessment and to the property convenors for their thoroughness in checking 
everything on the Buildings Checklist. 

Provided we followed the government and Church of Scotland guidelines we can 
open the Church, the question was should we? 

It had been mentioned in the comments by a number of Elders that we can pray 
anywhere but for some people this isn't the same as praying in a Church. We had 
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heard many comments during lockdown that this was a time when we needed our 
Churches and they were closed. 

The leadership team felt we should provide our sanctuary for anyone who wished 
to offer prayers or simply sit in the peace and tranquillity of our Church. 

A number of Elders mentioned they were pleased we had moved to having two 
stewards in addition to either Stewart or Matt being present and there was general 
consensus we should implement a one way system. 

Concerns were raised about the guidelines for dealing with someone becoming 
unwell and the medical advice was if stewards were concerned, they should 
contact the emergency services. 

Guidance was sought on the numbers we should allow in at one time and the 
general feeling, guided by Stewart in relation to criteria at the time, was around 10. 
This could be more easily managed by removing the front row seats and replacing 
them with individual plastic chairs and this change to our assessment was agreed. 

The initial plan was to open for two hours on Tuesday mornings and two hours 
again on Thursday evenings but from discussions most Elders preferred only 
opening for one hour at a time and again the risk assessment was amended. 
There was further discussion on a number of other matters but no further changes 
were required in relation to our Risk Assessment. 

The time had now arrived for Elders to vote and the Session Clerk, went through 
the sederunt calling out each Elder's name and they responded by indicating to 
open or remain closed. Twenty one Elders voted in favour of the Church opening 
and eleven voted against. 

Our application to open for prayer was then emailed to Glasgow Presbytery and we 
eagerly awaited their response, but none was forthcoming. On checking a few days 
later, we discovered they hadn't received the email. We rely so heavily on modern 
technology but at times it frustrates you when emails aren't received, or texts take 
ages to arrive rather than instantly. Having resent our application, it took another 
few days before we got the clearance to open for Prayer. 

In the meantime a lot of preparation had been going on, as you may have seen 
from the online Church Service recording on 5th July: cushions, bibles and hymn 
books being removed and the front eight rows of seats being replaced by 15 plastic 
chairs. Signs had to be printed and put in place, hand sanitiser obtained and 
bottled, distance markings laid down, organising Michael our cleaner to restart 
work, preparing the letter to all members to advise them of our opening and so 
much more. 

We are indebted to everyone who worked so hard to ensure we could open safely. 
We first opened on Thursday 9th July 6-7 pm and although it was at very short 
notice, as approval had only been granted in mid-afternoon, we did have one 
person visit. They subsequently commented that it was the "loveliest 10 minutes of 
their lockdown" 

If your circumstances allow you to visit the church, and you feel comfortable about 
being there, I'd recommend it. It's wonderful to be back. 

Graham Moore 
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Do you have an unwanted smartphone lying forgotten in a drawer after your 
latest upgrade? If so, Epilepsy Connections could use it to help a person with 
epilepsy to join in our Zoom support groups, access video counselling, or have a 
virtual meet-up with their befriender. We‟ve been providing as much support as we 
can online throughout lockdown, and it‟s going really well, but some people don‟t 
have the devices or WiFi/data packages they need to take advantage of what we 
can offer. We want to make sure that nobody with epilepsy is left behind or left on 
their own, so we‟re providing reconditioned phones, SIM cards and coaching to get 
people connected. Your old phone could make a real difference to someone 
isolated by epilepsy and help us keep our costs down.  Please get in touch with me 
if you can help. Thank you!  

Shirley Maxwell 07788 662415 
shirley@deepbluegreen.co.uk                smaxwell@epilepsyconnections.org.uk 

KELVINDALERS TOGETHER 

I am writing to advise that the service will end on Friday 31st July, 2020. 

Thank you to everyone in the SJR family who has been a volunteer, other 
Kelvindale residents who have been volunteers, the Mohammad family in the 
Londis store , and anyone who was a user of the service. Kelvindalers was a great 
volunteer scheme to run throughout lockdown, and I think safe to say was 
appreciated by our community. 

Many thanks again to all.         Susan 

'Kelvindale in mid-summer lockdown' 

mailto:shirley@deepbluegreen.co.uk
mailto:smaxwell@epilepsyconnections.org.uk
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BONANZA - SATURDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 2020 
We are sorry to advise that the Bonanza as we all know and love it will probably not 
happen on 7th November this year. With Coronavirus, the risks are too great for 
such a gathering. However, we still need to fundraise and please look out for other 
opportunities coming up in future Beacons! 

Isobel and Shirley T, Ways and Means Conveners 

CHRISTIAN AID UPDATE 
Unfortunately, Christian Aid are not able to tell us the totals from our church E 
envelopes so I am not able to give a total for CA this year. 
However our Just Giving website raised £322 pounds and I also got £20 pounds in 
cheques. This is unlikely to represent anything like the total contribution from SJR. 

Alison Craig 

CROSSREACH NEWS 
Cale House in Inverness, which provides temporary accommodation and support 
for adults looking to move into their own tenancies, has kindly been gifted a range 
of craft materials by Tesco and members of Muir of Ord Church of Scotland. 

Colouring books, colouring pencils, jigsaws, board games and cards have 
proved to be very popular with residents; encouraging creative activities during 
this difficult lockdown period and putting a smile on the faces of the receivers. 

POP IN CAFÉ NEWSFLASH 
Everybody has been tidying!!! That means lots of items have been donated 
for our prize table when we get together again.  

BOOK CLUB 
In Lockdown one of us has been reading Susan Hill books. They are well-written 
and great page-turners. 
In "The Vows of Silence", a Simon Serrailler novel, there is a marksman about, you 
feel as if the main characters are known to you, your friends. You cannot stop 
reading. 

In earlier meetings we reminisced about old favourites. "Little Women"- the new film 
is grrreat!  Many, in their youth, read Enid Blyton adventures, St Clare's and Mallory 
towers. Jennings was popular. Many moved on to Georgette Heyer and Mary 
Stewart. "Anne of Green Gables "is a diamond of a book.  There are good films of it 
as well. 

TV is good too. Who hasn't seen "Pride and Prejudice"? 
"Normal People" was made into a TV series and, reminiscing again, "Prime 
Suspect" is a great series on catch up, with Helen Mirren as Inspector Jane 
Tennison. 

Please write in with your suggestions for reading!!  
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DISASTER EMERGENCY COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Here in the UK we've all made sacrifices to protect each other and save lives 
during the coronavirus pandemic, and witnessed the dedication of our NHS staff 
and care workers. 

As lockdown lifts here, the Disaster Emergency Committee (DEC) has launched an 
appeal to help people facing coronavirus in some of the most vulnerable 
communities around the world. 

The DEC brings together 14 leading UK aid agencies, 
including Christian Aid, to raise money at times of 
humanitarian crisis. The DEC needs our help to support 
families who have fled conflict, violence and hunger and 
are living in tents and makeshift shelters in places like 
Yemen, Syria and Somalia with little access to health 
care, clean water or adequate food. Living conditions like 
this make people particularly vulnerable to contracting 
COVID-19.   

Simple measures can make a huge difference. Our 
donations will provide clean water and soap, and 
information about staying safe from the virus; PPE for 
health workers; medical supplies; food. 

People who have already suffered so much need our help now more than ever to 
face this new threat. You can donate online 
at https://donation.dec.org.uk/coronavirus-appeal. Other ways to donate include:  

 Phone - 01204 770822 

 JustGiving - https://www.justgiving.com/dec 

 Post (cheque, voucher etc.) 

 CAF Charities Aid Foundation 

 PayPal - https://www.paypal.com/uk/fundraiser/charity/40098 

The UK Government will match the first £5 million donated pound-for-pound, 
meaning our support will go even further. 

For information, several DEC charities including the British Red Cross, Islamic 
Relief, and Save the Children, are working in the UK as well as abroad to help 
people affected by the pandemic.  You can find more information about their work 
on their own websites.  

  

 

 

  

https://donation.dec.org.uk/coronavirus-appeal
https://www.justgiving.com/dec
https://www.paypal.com/uk/fundraiser/charity/40098


10 
 

THOUGHTS IN LOCKDOWN 

On a Sunday in Lockdown I watched a talk on the US tv channel C-SPAN3 entitled 
'Slavery in Colonial New England' – very interesting but also very horrible. 

As it unfolded, I became aware that it was relevant to our local continuing debate 
about the connections of Glasgow and the Clyde ports with slavery, that has been 
brought to the surface by Black Lives Matter. 

Historian Jared Hardesty, drawing on material from his recent book Black Lives, 
Native Lands, White Worlds: A History of Slavery in New England, told of how the 
first English settlers, in the 1620s, decimated the indigenous inhabitants. First it 
was through disease and then deliberately by violence which led to many of those 
who survived being enslaved locally. However, it was preferable to remove them by 
selling them to the English colony of Barbados.   

With the Indians removed, many of the colonists abandoned Boston to move inland 
to take over the now empty land and set themselves up as farmers. 

This meant that there was a dearth of artisans in Boston, so black slaves were 
brought in from Barbados, often at about the age of eight so they could be 
'apprenticed' to eg master printers. There were also cases of slaves being used in 
agriculture, often women preparing crops for market. 

This market was Barbados. On that island any soil capable of producing a crop was 
given over to sugar. The gap was filled by bringing in foodstuffs from 
Massachusetts. 

The speaker said that the economy of Massachusetts was built around supplying 
Barbados, which had the money to pay thanks to slave raised sugar. 

Thus, he went on to describe New England as 'a slave society where most of the 
slaves lived elsewhere' (my emphasis). 

I found this very striking, thinking that, if 'most of' were left out, the same could be 
said of Glasgow (including Greenock and Port Glasgow) in the time of the Tobacco 
Lords. 

Industrial production grew in Glasgow and surroundings – albeit at a cottage level – 
to be put on the shelves of the stores the merchants had in Virginia and Maryland. 
There these goods, eg cloth for the clothing of the slaves and metal farming tools, 
were exchanged for tobacco. Plus of course there was the wealth from the trade 
spent at home on conspicuous consumption eg building merchants' mansions in 
and around Glasgow. 

Without the ships arriving from the colonies, Port Glasgow and Greenock would 
never have developed prior to ship building, with the latter remaining a hamlet of 
herring fishermen. 

Traditionally Glasgow has taken a line of 'slavery, nothing to do with us as we 
weren't slave-traders'. This is too simplistic. 

(When The Beacon went to press the talk could be viewed at https://www.c-
span.org/video/?468826-1/slavery-colonial-england) 

Alan Christie  

https://www.c-span.org/video/?468826-1/slavery-colonial-england
https://www.c-span.org/video/?468826-1/slavery-colonial-england
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SUNDAY CLUB 

Hello again – that was a very fast month! As I write, can hardly believe that it is only 
a few weeks till we are back at school. We are now into phase 3 of the easing of 
lockdown and restaurants, museums, cinemas and hairdressers Have opened their 
doors. We do hope that you are able to enjoy all these experiences during the rest 
of the holidays - and some of you maybe even get away. 

The church has also opened its doors again and although we will hopefully be back 
in September with the Sunday Club proper, children are welcome into the church 
with their families in the meantime. There is also hopefully going to be another 
event prior to school going back, all being well and following guidelines…. Will keep 
you updated on the progress of this by email.. 

Enjoy the rest of your holidays, be it at home or away, and, all being well, we look 
forward to seeing you in September. 

Sunday Club Team � 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
„Waiting for Vincent‟ 
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The Boys’ Brigade 

5
th

 Glasgow Company 
http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 

5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk  

COMPANY SECTION NEWS 

The Company Section have been continuing to "keep the pot boiling" over the 
summer months, although we are now on a well deserved "vacation"!! 

As previously mentioned, keeping in contact with our boys and their families has 
been our main objective over the lockdown months. Our most recent activities have 
been:- continuing to utilise the Brigade's weekly BBatHome activities and sharing 
these via our various social media avenues. We have now challenged the boys to 
try out some of the BB Summer Adventure challenges. These include Climb a Hill, 
Capture a Sunset, Visit a Country Park, and many more. Why not have a go at 
some of these yourself! - our final "Virtual Friday Parade Night" with the boys over 
Zoom was on Friday 28th June when we enjoyed games of BB Bingo and 
Categories. - our final "Virtual Quiz Night - Part 3" which was held on Friday 3rd 
July. Once again, many thanks to all the teams that joined us to make it 
such a success. 

There is some hope that we may be able to return to face to face 
activities from September, along with some virtual meetings online. We 
will wait and see! 

Meantime, our recruitment campaign for the new session is about to get into top 
gear. Please pass the word out to friends, family, neighbours, and particularly those 
who you know have younger boys going into P1, P2, and P3 since this is our 
priority age group for recruiting to maintain the numbers in the Company. Everyone 
will be made most welcome and please spread the word, and look out for our 
adverts and posts on our Facebook, Twitter, & Instagram feeds where all the 
joining details will be given in due course.  

STEDFAST 

 
  

mailto:5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk
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WORLD MISSION UPDATE 
 

In the last Beacon we learned of the Church of Taiwan gifting PPE to Scotland. 
Now read of the generous donation that has come to Scotland from fellow 
Christians of South Korea. 

South Korean Christians donate COVID-19 testing kits 

Presbyterians in South Korea have donated COVID-19 testing kits to the NHS to 
mark the 70th anniversary of the start of the Korean war. 

The act of generosity was spearheaded by Rev Dr JunSoo Park who said 1,114 
British soldiers, including 236 Scots, died during the 1950-1953 conflict and his 
countrymen wanted to help in the fight against Coronavirus. 

 

Standing together in solidarity - Rev Junsoo Park hands over a box of COVID-19 
testing kits to Major Allan Cameron and Adam McKenzie of the Scottish Korean 
War Veterans Association. Paul Birrell. 

A total of £50,000 was donated by the Koinonia Mission Association Busan, Global 
Together Seoul and the Lord's Presbyterian Church of Korea in Seoul to buy the 
testing kits in an act that illustrates the “deep and lasting bonds” between South 
Korea and Scotland, which date back to the 1880s. 

They were manufactured in South Korea, shipped to London then brought to West 
Lothian by Dr Junsoo Park, a Presbyterian Church of Korea minister. 

He has special dispensation to travel because he is a key worker and handed over 
the kits to veterans, Major Allan Cameron and Adam Mackenzie, of the Scottish 
Korean War Veterans Association at the Scottish Korean War Memorial near 
Bathgate on the 25th of June. 

Ann Collings, an official at West Lothian Council, and Fiona, one of Mr Cameron‟s 
daughters, also attended. 



14 
 

Defenders of the faith 

Dr JunSoo Park, who is currently leading St Andrew's United Reformed Church in 
Balham, London, said the kits have now been handed over to the NHS 
procurement service. 

"Thanks to Scottish missionary Rev Dr John Ross's translation of the New 
Testament into Korean, the Presbyterian Church of Korea quickly grew,” he said. 

“Later, against this background, Scottish soldiers took part in the Korean War and 
as many were Presbyterians, they were defenders of the faith. 

“That is why the 70th anniversary of the start of the Korean War should be 
celebrated with Scottish Korean War Veterans at the memorial. 

“In this pandemic, we Koreans want to fight and overcome COVID-19 together." 

The Korean War started on the 25th of June 1950 and was a conflict between 
North Korea, backed by China and the Soviet Union, and South Korea which was 
supported by the United Nations, principally the USA. 

Almost 100,000 British soldiers took part and it ended three years later with a 
peace treaty signed at Panmunjom which returned Korea to a divided status 
essentially the same as before the war. 

Spirit of gratitude 

Rev Dr Susan Brown, convener of the Faith Impact Forum of the Church of 
Scotland, said: “In times of greatest adversity, when people risk their lives to come 
to the aid of another, deep and lasting bonds are forged. 

“Seventy years ago, thousands of Scots found themselves on the Korean 
Peninsula and many lost their lives in pursuit of peace there. 

“It is an enormous mark of respect for the sacrifice they faced and in a spirit of 
gratitude for their selflessness, that the testing kits have been both given and 
received." 

The Church of Scotland works in partnership with the Presbyterian Church of Korea 
and the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea. 

Dr JunSoo Park studied a PhD at New College, the University of Edinburgh and 
during this time he served St Michael‟s Parish Church in Linlithgow, West Lothian. 
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LIFE AND WORK : AUGUST 2020 

Biblical Plants and Sacred Spaces 
Lynne McNeil discovers how you can create a direct link to the Bible in a garden or 
balcony 

Jennifer's Story 
Thomas Baldwin learns how the loss of a precious baby daughter provided the 
backdrop for the author of a new book. 
Plus, the work of a charity which provides a Christian charity on issues of 
miscarriage, infant loss and infertility. 

New Churches in the 20th Century 
The final part in the series looks at a rural parish that got a new lease of life by 
uniting in one extended building. 

Our Wake-up Moment 
In his first column as Moderator, the Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair reflects on the impact of 
the pandemic. 

Emergent Church 
Ruth Harvey considers the pathway for the Church from lockdown offered by 
Matthew 18. 

The Children of God 
In this month's youth column, three teenage siblings reflect on their baptism. 

Plus all the regular columnists, news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords 

Online 
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive features, including Coronavirus 
Diaries from Church of Scotland mission partners across the world. You can also 
find us at facebook.com/lifeandwork or on Twitter @cofslifeandwork 

Subscribe online from £12, or download a digital copy for £1.99; return the form in 
the magazine or speak to your church's Life and Work coordinator. 

 

  

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
http://facebook.com/lifeandwork
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OFFICE BEARERS   

Minister 
Rev. Dr. D. Stewart Gillan 

26 Leicester Avenue 
G12 0LU 

Tel: 339 4637 
stewart.gillan@outlook.com 

Probationary Minister 
Matthew Ritchie 

22 Elderpark Gardens 
G51 3NX 

Tel. 07542 914424 
matthew.ritchie@churchofscotland.org.uk   

 

 

Session Clerk 
Graham Moore 

80 Ashburton Road 
G12 0LZ 

Tel: 576 0806 
edward.moore2@ntlworld.com 

Depute Session Clerk 
Shirley Maxwell 

24 Cleveden Gardens 
G12 0PT 

Tel: 339 5810 
shirley@deepbluegreen.co.uk 

Assistant Session Clerk 
Susan Finnigan 

183 Cleveden Road 
G12 0JY 

Tel: 357 1083 
sfinnigan183@gmail.com 

 Editor of Beacon 
Alan Christie 

21 Hertford Avenue 
G12 0LG 

Tel: 339 7883 
alan932@googlemail.com 

 

Material for the September Beacon is required by  
Friday 14 August 2020 MIDNIGHT  

The Church Office is closed to all visitors.  

Telephone answer machine messages are being accessed remotely 

Tel: 334 0782/www.sjrchurch.com/office@sjrchurch.comRegistered as a charity in 
Scotland Registration No.SC012920 

 
Follow us on social media 

 
 
 

 

mailto:stewart.gillan@outlook.com
mailto:matthew.ritchie@churchofscotland.org.uk

