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Dear Friends, 

A tale of two poems this time, both written between January and March of 
last year. I cannot now recall whether news of a virus out of Wuhan, 
China, just then gathering force as a story of global proportions, played a 
role in my making of these poems, but I do recall  that becoming a 
member of The Poetry Society the previous October had got me going. 

For some reason I found myself thinking of the raven Noah sent out from 
the ark, and of the doves he sent subsequently, seeking a sign that the 
flood waters had abated sufficiently to allow him to reopen the ark, that its 
occupants might re-enter the world. I sought to imagine that it was like for 
the raven, and eventually the other animals, to come out of the ark, which 
was both a means of salvation and, covered in pitch, a dark place, a 
necessary caging. And was their exit made decently and in order, really? 
As choreographed as all that? I thought of what I had heard of the way 
cattle and sheep dance and cavort when set loose from their barns on 
Orkney, come the Spring.  

Now, as I re-read these poems and decide to share them with you, I 
wonder what it will be like for us to re-enter the wider world – following our 
long months of isolating, shielding and lockdowns. I have taken poetic 
license with the story, as you will see. Perhaps that is what is called for. 
However long it takes. 

Take care and stay well. 

Your Friend, 

Stewart 

 ___________________________________________________________  

PARISH RECORDS 
Funeral and Memorial Services 

“Nothing can separate us from the love of God” 

On 15 April Bill Forsyth 

On 24 April Cath Pringle 
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The raven sent went awol 

The raven sent went awol 
Noah’s recce bird 
caged it would not courie 
waited its chance 
flew its mission  
from the darkness of its salvation 
into the light  
and did not return 
roving 

Noah thinking 
twice sent a dove 
to forage 
raven watching  
at length an olive leaf 
a twig from God’s beak 
a sign 

conversation changing 
the ark now archive 
landed 

and did they wait 
for Noah to blow a whistle  
the ants and elephants? 
form orderly queues 
the lions and lambs? 
or was it a frolic 
high kicking  
abandon 
Noah giving thanks 
his fire consecrated 
as colours arced and stunned   
the sky now streaked 
with smoke? 

 

Noah sent a raven first 
 
Noah sent a raven first 
and sent it went, did not say  
it doesn’t work for me  
no place to land 
 
unkinked its wings 
and flew fighting a natural urge  
to shadow the dove Noah  
sent second 

watched the refugees  
come out stiff and blinking   
legless some of them, flying 
some of them  
into a clearing sky, coming out 
the thing 
a rainbow, a spectrum  
a lifeworld  
by God 
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FOODBANK UPDATE 

The congregation continues to support the foodbank at St Gregory’s by 
paying £250 per month. In December we were able to forward £1,000 to 
assist over Christmas and in May we will be able to send another £1,000. 

Our support was really appreciated however the need is greater than 
ever. 

At the suggestion of the Finance Committee, I contacted Father Cameron 
to see if he was able to give us a wee piece for the Beacon and this is 
what I received. 

‘We are all familiar with this saying of Jesus: "For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in" (Matthew 25:35 NIV). 
The reality of what we do at the foodbank is our response to this. The 
reality of just this week was that 108 bags of groceries and toiletries were 
handed out to support 179 adults and 106 children. In addition to the 
bags, the folk who came were able to choose for themselves fresh bread, 
vegetables and fruit to supplement the basics in the bags.  We worked out 
that each bag of groceries contains about £9 worth of shopping. £972 just 
this week. 

A lot of this is of course donated, but the physical donations we receive 
are never enough for all the bags we give out. We have a team of people 
scouring the local supermarkets and shops looking for bargains and 
buying all the extras which are needed. 

Your monthly donation of £250 is a big chunk of this. It provides around 
73 people who are hungry with food and drink. “Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.” (Matthew 25:40 NIV). 

On behalf of all the volunteers at St Gregory's foodbank, and if I may 
presume, on behalf of the folk who need it, thank you and may you 
always know the voice of the Lord: “Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world.” (Mt 25:34 NIV)                           Fr Allan Cameron’   

In the past year we have donated over £5,000 a magnificent effort, but the 
need is as great as ever and your continued support would be much 
appreciated.  

Donations to Mary Glassford, our assistant treasurer, or hand in on 
a Sunday or why not set up a standing order incorporating your name & 
Foodbank in the reference. 
Thank you.                                                                       Graham Moore 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Sarah Ruden, The Gospels. A New Translation 
(New York: Modern Library, 2021) 

Recently I undertook the exercise of reading each of the four Gospels in the NRSV 
Bible as a single narrative unit in a deliberate attempt to counter or at least balance 
the more usual experience of being exposed to them in the form of short passages 
very often read or heard without reference to their wider context. I can only say that, 
despite every effort at concentration, I found the result profoundly disappointing. The 
words seemed so familiar as to be flat and stale, labouring under the weight of a 
significance inscribed in them by centuries of theological interpretation. It is often 
said that for a Christian the sheer familiarity of the language of Christian scripture, 
liturgy, and ritual is a source of comfort, strength, and inspiration. Although this may 
undoubtedly be true in many, if not most situations, where that need is not met, the 
fault often lies in the language itself. 

A welcome corrective to this reading experience can be found in Sarah Ruden’s new 
translation of the Gospels, based upon the most authoritative edition of the Greek 
text currently available, which is of course itself a scholarly artefact and not the 
original version known to its first readers almost two thousand years ago. Ruden is a 
Quaker and a professional literary translator well versed in Greek, Latin, and 
Hebrew. She is not, and does not claim to be a theologian. She prefaces her book 
with an introduction, explaining in some detail the methodology underpinning her 
translation and provides “A Discursive Glossary of Unfamiliar Word Choices in 
English”, which reveals, among much else, that the word “sin” finds no place in her 
translation. Indeed, this book would be worth reading just for the insights into the 
issues surrounding New Testament translation contained in the introduction and 
glossary. 

In essence her project is to “reconstitute the Gospels as books - to be read, 
understood, interrogated, enjoyed, and debated as they are”. Reviewing the history 
of New Testament translation, she argues that “the self-expressive text has fallen 
under the muffling, alien weight of later Christian institutions and had the life nearly 
smothered out of it”. Working on these premises, she remains as faithful to the 
Greek as possible, taking into account its original linguistic and socio-cultural 
context. She concentrates on the texts “as messages from the authors to the earliest 
readers”. To the modern reader, and particularly the modern Christian reader, much 
of this translation may well appear positively alien and unsettling, but, Ruden 
argues, that was almost certainly the initial response to the Gospels of their first 
recipients: “The Gospels must have been strange, awkward documents to the 
Empire-wide mass of their early audience, most of whom had extensive Greco-
Roman acculturation if not actual pagan backgrounds.” Ruden’s translation 
recreates, as nearly as possible, that experience for the modern reader: it may feel 
alien and unsettling, but beyond all doubt it is also refreshing, stimulating, 
challenging and, as such, to be welcomed. 

The text is accompanied by a series of footnotes elucidating as appropriate and 
necessary the cultural context in which the Gospels were first written and read, and 
explaining the extensive and often subtle use of wordplay in the original Greek which 

cannot be even approximately replicated in English.                               Roddy Watt 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10-16 MAY 2021 

 
 
 
 

 
Hello to Kelvindale and all those SJR members 

The theme of CAW 2021 is Stand Together Against the Climate Crisis. 

One of the biggest threats to human life and disproportionately affecting 
the world’s poor, climate change is once again the focus of our 
fundraising. 

Christian Aid uses funds to directly provide aid to people living in poverty, 
at a grassroots level. The charity also delivers and supports schemes 
providing water, food and education to populations in need. It is also a 
powerful lobbyist at government level. 

How can I contribute? 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/caw2021kelvindale 

Using the Just Giving page means that we are able track funds raised in 
our church and community. 
The gift aid option is available. 
There is an option not to provide details to the charity should you not wish 
to. 

Quiztian Aid 

https://facebook.com/events/s/quiztian-aid-2021/454537262217879/ 

The quiz begins at 7pm on Saturday 8 May 2021. 
You can click attending on the above link and there will be a link posted to 
the quiz. 
It will be loads of fun especially for those music buffs! 

Prayer 

Copies of a Seven Day Devotional will be available at church. 

Thanks so much to EVERYONE for your support, love and prayers 

Alison Craig 
  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/caw2021kelvindale
https://facebook.com/events/s/quiztian-aid-2021/454537262217879/
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The Boys’ Brigade 

5th Glasgow Company 
http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 

5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMPANY SECTION NEWS 

After our three week Easter break, the Company Section Zoomed back 
into action with the BB Murder Mystery Hunt - working in teams, using 
google maps and a set of clues, to visit postcodes around the UK with a 
BB connection, eliminate the suspects, and find the murderer! 

With the lighter nights now upon us, we have decided that we are all a 
little Zoomed out, and with the easing of restrictions we are going outside 
for the last few weeks of the session. We are now meeting at Jordanhill 
playing fields for some "socially distant" activities on a Friday evening. It's 
nice to be outside (whatever the weather) and not stuck in front of the 
screen! 

Of course, our normal awards evening will not happen this year, however 
the boys have all shown great commitment and enthusiasm this year, so 
much so that we have managed to cover all our regular badgework. This 
means that we are delighted to say that L/Cpl Andrew Watt has gained 
his President's Badge this session. Our two Senior boys Cpl Jack 
McClelland and Cpl Grant MacLennan continue their Queen's Badge 
work, and will hopefully be able to progress further with the easing of the 
restrictions. 
We hope to round off our session with a slightly "off the wall" awards 
ceremony. 

Please do keep watching our social media feeds for regular updates on 
this and our outdoor activities. Please do 'like', 'share', and 'retweet' our 
posts if possible! 

STEDFAST  
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

As we ease ourselves out of Lockdown and the Pandemic, the following 
four points, shared by a former Minister of St John’s-Renfield during an 
online Service, make interesting food for thought. They can be considered 
at a personal, church, community and wider level. 

• What have we lost that we need to recover – can’t do without? 
 

• What have we lost that needs to remain lost? 
 

• What have we gained that we need to retain and 
cherish – things we have rediscovered or 
appreciated for the first time? 
 

• What have we gained that was useful for the time, but needs to be 
let go – things that have helped to see us through, but realistically 
can’t be continued if we want to move on? 

See where these questions take you!! 
Isobel Digges 

WEST END U3A KEEPING PEOPLE  
IN TOUCH AND ACTIVE 

The Glasgow West End u3a (or ‘University of the Third Age’) was 
established less than four years ago and offers activities to help anyone 
who is no longer in full-time employment to ‘Learn, Laugh and Live’.   
Many activities have been continuing online during the pandemic and 
hopefully some will start to happen face to face again over the summer. In 
a recent survey, members said things like “It’s kept me going in 
lockdown”. 
Because of the limits to activities, membership will be free up to March 
2022 for people joining now. All the details of activities, and how to join 
can be found on the website at 

  https://u3asites.org.uk/glasgow-west-Aend/home 

Look at the ‘Groups’ and ‘Events’ pages for activities. Check each group’s 
page for information on what it is currently able to do. 

  

https://u3asites.org.uk/glasgow-west-Aend/home
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SUNDAY CLUB NEWS 

Easter was obviously a time when we missed the usual traditions in 
church including sharing the Easter morning breakfast and egg rolling. 
However, despite restrictions, we were still able to celebrate the day in 
our own way. 

Each child received an Easter egg from Sunday Club and we welcomed 
the children to a special Easter Morning Zoom meeting. We followed the 
journey of Jesus through the week from the last supper to his resurrection 
via an animated Lego video. 

Caroline presented a great game where the children had to unscramble 
the letters of significant Easter symbols. Surprisingly, the shorter words 
were often the most difficult to decipher. Sometimes we have a tendency 
to over-think things and we can’t see the wood for the trees! These are 
the times when we need to look to Jesus to help us to decode the word of 
God and show us the right path. 

Easter’s simple message of light overcoming darkness was especially 
poignant this year as we look forward to longer, warmer days of spring 
and summer and the easing of COVID restrictions which will allow us to 
gather together in person once more. Hopefully we won’t have to wait too 
much longer. 

Caroline, Wendy & Robbie 

5TH GLASGOW BOYS’ BRIGADE  
ANCHOR BOYS AND JUNIOR SECTION 

The Anchor Boys and Junior Section have only had a couple of meetings 
since the last Beacon was published due to the school holiday. 

On one of the last meetings we baked scones using a very simple recipe. 
Mums and some Dads supported the boys in their kitchen at home and 
the results were very pleasing. A scone and jam seems to be a thing of 
the past however, as the boys prepared to enjoy the fruits of their labours 
with some very unusual fillings….. 

We have about six more meetings planned before we stop again for the 
summer holidays and hope to meet up physically outdoors on a couple of 
occasions, weather permitting. We’ll keep you informed of our success in 
the next issue as we then look forward to another new session. 

Aileen Morison, Allan Watt 

(Officers-in-Charge) 
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LIVE STREAMING 

My aim was to start live-streaming on Easter Sunday and all plans were 
getting everything together for that date. WIFI into the Sanctuary, new 
equipment, new software and learning how live-streaming actually works. 
The First Minister brought forward the date for Churches opening – my 
first panic. However, we made it and have live-streamed now for 3 weeks 
as I write this article.  From a standing start with fingers crossed and 
various panics on the way, we have progressed successfully (with the 
addition of my video camera to the fixed webcam) to running 2 cameras 
which allows different views and close-ups of those taking part in the 
service. It is a complicated business, with new hardware and software 
needing to be setup and learned. Having spent over 30 years in IT, I know 
it is impossible to be an expert in everything, and that it is more important 
to know someone who is an expert in any new area being proposed. I 
was lucky to know Catriona O’Hare’s husband Des, recently retired from 
the BBC where he spent over 40 years as a cameraman. He guided me 
with the hardware and software needed, which was new to him too, but 
more akin to his line of work, helped with the setup settings, how to fix 
things which aren’t working and comes on Sundays to ensure all is 
running ok.  

I can’t believe I now find myself adjusting white balance and saturation to 
get the oak woodwork round the chancel looking similar in both cameras.  
That’s what being guided by an expert does to you!!! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Des for all his hard work, his 
expert guidance and his calmness while I panicked, which has made the 
live-streaming of our services possible. 

Shaun Digges 
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Sunday morning in Covid times 
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Hi Children,  

It’s Beacon Butterfly here. I’m so excited it’s Spring! To celebrate I am 
making chocolate chip cookies. I hope you will join me. 
They are very simple to make. It will be a nice activity for you to do with 
an adult of your choosing! Happy baking 

Beacon Butterfly.  

INGREDIENTS 
280g self raising flour. 
280g caster sugar 
140g butter 
1 egg 
vanilla essence 
160g white or milk chocolate chips 

EQUIPMENT 
Free standing or hand-held mixer 
Mixing bowl 
Greaseproof paper 
Baking Tray 

1. Pre heat oven to 170/ gas mark 3 and line a baking tray 
2. Mix sugar and butter in a mixer or using a wooden spoon until you 
achieve a breadcrumb texture. 
3. Add the egg and a teaspoon of vanilla into the mixing bowl with the dry 
ingredients and mix. Scrape down side of bowl and mix again. 
4. Add flour and mix again. At this point you can mix your chocolate chips 
through the dough and break the dough into small balls (approx 50g 
good) 
5. Place on the baking tray, with enough distance between them to allow 
each cookie to spread out. 
6. Cookies will need between 9-14 minutes in the oven. Put in the oven 
initially for 9 minutes, check every couple of minutes until they are golden 
brown. The more golden the crispier they will be. The paler they are, the 
softer they will be inside. 
Take baking tray out, do not try to move them or touch. Allow to cool for 
ten minutes 
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CHURCH WEBSITE – A QUICK UPDATE! 

The Digital team spent some time at the start of the year reviewing the 
website, identifying areas for further development and considering some 
ideas for new content.  Work is ongoing, but we thought we’d update you 
on some recent changes and features to look out for:- 

The website header which appears at the top of each page has had an 
upgrade.  More of the website menu is visible, and clicking on ‘More’ at 
the end of the menu bar will reveal further pages.  The menu bar can only 
be presented as a single line and the number of items which appear on it 
is dictated by its length, so we can’t avoid some pages being presented 
under ‘More’ 

• Links to all of our social media sites are situated in the top right 
corner of the website header, for quick access to our Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram & YouTube sites.  You can also catch all the 
latest from our regularly updated Facebook page in the feed 
featured near the foot of the website Home page. 

• the News & Events page now features regularly updated 
information on what’s going on, including the link to each 
week’s Sunday live stream, notice of social events, the Holy Week 
services held, release of the latest edition of The Beacon, etc. 

• we’ve also learnt a little more on how to optimise the layout for 
viewing on mobile devices!  So, apologies if you’ve previously 
been plagued by either large empty gaps or overlaps appearing in 
the information on your mobile or tablet – we’re currently working 
through the site resolving these issues. 

• did you know that previous editions of The Beacon are available 
on the website?  On the menu bar click ‘More’ then choose ‘Our 
monthly magazine The Beacon’. 

Find us at: https://www.sjrchurch.com/ 

The Digital Team 
  

https://www.sjrchurch.com/
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LIFE AND WORK : MAY 

The Privilege of Democracy 
Thomas Baldwin explains why churches have a key role to play in this 
month’s elections to the Scottish Parliament 

‘A Cherished Part of the Church’s Tradition’ 
The Rt Hon Baron Wallace of Tankerness QC looks ahead to his year as 
Moderator-Designate to the 2021 General Assembly with Lynne McNeil, 
as he encourages elders to serve more widely in the Church of Scotland 

Assembly 2021 
Timetable and reports to this year’s General Assembly, which will be held 
online 

God’s Table 
The first in a new series of Bible studies by the Very Rev Dr Derek 
Browning, focusing on hospitality 

Kirk Session Records Launched Online 
More than a million pages of local Church of Scotland records have been 
published online for the first time 

New Guild Partner Projects Unveiled 
The six new three-year projects adopted by the Church of Scotland Guild 

Our Planet is Changing 
Val Brown of Christian Aid Scotland introduces the campaign for this 
year’s Christian Aid Week 

Online 
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive features, including 
Coronavirus Diaries from Church of Scotland mission partners across the 
world. You can also find us at facebook.com/lifeandwork or on Twitter 
@cofslifeandwork  

You can now buy a single issue of Life and Work online. Visit 
www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe, where you will also find options to 
subscribe to either the print or digital magazine 

 
  

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
http://www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe
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LUANG PRABANG SUNRISE 

 
iii 

The  
Process calms me; 

Hold the candle 
Guardian white. 
Feel the mould 
Of wax; follow 

Its long 
Smooth shape. 

Airy flute melody winds around 
Tree of life. 

 

iii 
Look 

At the form 
Heaven’s gate. 

See the message 
Of our world;  

 History, mystery, comfort. 
Tender love for beauty 
And danger of being. 

Hand bells reflect water flow on 
Mekong River, 

Dragons wait beneath the surface. 
 

iii 
Take 

My time 
Lighting the light,  

Marriage of 
Match with fire. 

Blackout drops away, 
Transcendence; Flicker awakens 

Inner Being. 
Wooden drums sound out 

Nature’s thunder.  
 

iii 
Dawn soul 

Party,  
Stillness, strength 

Right here.  
 
 
 

 

Jane Finnie 
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OFFICE BEARERS 

Minister 

Rev. Dr. D. Stewart Gillan 

26 Leicester Avenue 

G12 0LU 

Tel: 339 4637 

stewart.gillan@outlook.com 
 

Session Clerk 

Graham Moore 

80 Ashburton Road 

G12 0LZ 

Tel: 576 0806 

edward.moore2@ntlworld.com 

Assistant Session Clerk 

Susan Finnigan 

183 Cleveden Road 

G12 0JY 

Tel: 357 1083 

sfinnigan183@gmail.com 

Editor of Beacon 

Alan Christie 

21 Hertford Avenue 

G12 0LG 

Tel: 339 7883 

alan932@googlemail.com 

Material for the June Beacon is required by  

Friday 14 May, midnight 

The Church Office is closed to all visitors.  
Telephone answer machine messages are being accessed remotely 

Tel: 334 0782 

Email: office@sjrchurch.com 

www.sjrchurch.com 

Follow us on social media 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registered as a charity in Scotland Registration No.SC012920 
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