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Dear Friends, 

It is spring, virus notwithstanding, and one of the sights in the manse garden is the grey puffball of 
the dandelion in seed. An eyesore, I used to think, the ugly duckling of the garden. We used to pick 
them and blow on them, my brother Gordon and I, even though we were told not to. We did not 
know to make wishes on them, or to assess our success with future girlfriends by them. We just 
couldn’t stand them, and enjoyed the guilty pleasure of watching the seeds go, carried on the 
breeze. 

I took photographs of several of the ‘puffballs’ on the last Monday in May, and saw, as I drew near 
them, how exquisite was their design. The intricate beauty of feathery filaments that gave each 
seed a parachute to carry it far and wide. The genius of this. Thus did each puffball become, before 
my eyes, through the lens of a camera, a thing of beauty and wisdom.  

 

The experience, made possible for me by the close-up produced, was an experience of initiation. 
Where the real thing dulled my eye, its appearance on the surface of my iPhone screen allowed 
me to see it as if for the first time. A feeling of gratitude came over me. A sheepish sort of feeling 
at first, for I had not seen, nor wished to, what had been there all along to see: a wonder of creation.  

I came in and did some digging. Useful fellows, dandelions. The whole plant – roots, stem, and 
flower – is a rich source of vitamins, minerals and fibre. Tea made from its root has been used for 
medicinal purposes for centuries. Its deep taproot helps to aerate the soil. Bees love its flowers, 
finding in them an important source of food. It is a source of sugar for butterflies and moths, and 
some birds feed on its seeds. Dandelion wine, I am assured, can taste sweet if made from the 
flowers, or earthy if made from the whole plant. Not a weed, then, but a herb and greengrocer. 

Posing the challenge: can we see the beauty and wisdom in things that appear to us unsightly and 
unwanted? A virus, for instance? This virus. I must confess I find it difficult in the extreme to begin. 
The fault is my own, no doubt. And yet, knobby surface and sense of menace notwithstanding, 
what might we see if we look again? Immediately I ask the question and the ghost of Monty Python’s 
Life of Brian appears in the form of Reg, a hapless rebel, who asks in disdainful tones, ‘What have 
the Romans ever done for us?’ After a silence one of his men pipes up with, ‘The aquaduct.’ 
‘Sanitation,’ says another. Roads, medicine, public health are then citied, among others. On the 
virus, millions of us have been saying for many weeks now that we need, value and will protect the 
NHS and all who work in and through it like never before; we will stay at home; we will save lives. 
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We will practise these disciplines as responsible citizens. We will pull together and find ways within 
the restrictions to rally round those who need assistance. We will use social media and online apps 
to be present for each other, including at funerals, connecting with family and friends over great 
physical distances. We will find new ways of working and conducting business. We will take more 
time together under the same roof. We will read that novel, watch that film, send that card. 

That said, we must register reports of a darker nature. The increase in domestic abuse and violence 
during lockdown, and rise in levels of anxiety, loneliness and disillusionment. The failure of some 
public servants to adhere to lockdown strictures they themselves promoted, resulting in resignation 
for some and self-exculpatory spin from others, has troubled our confidence in government. And 
though most who have tested positive for COVID-19 have survived it, tens of thousands in the UK 
have not. Some known to us, and loved.  

It is not a thing of beauty, this virus. But the self-sacrifice and responsibility we have seen in our 
people bear witness to a beautiful if costly wisdom, aimed at a better future, for which I thank God.   

Your friend, 
Stewart 

PARISH RECORDS 

Funeral and Memorial Services 
“Nothing can separate us from the love of God” 

On 1 May, Phyllis Forsyth 
On 22 May, Margaret Buchanan 

In Lockdown 

A poem inspired by observations whilst on local walks in Kelvindale 
Happiness in Lockdown 

H is a Heron on the canal bank, standing silently sentinel. 

A is drifting Apple blossom covering the grass like snow. 

P is pale lemon Primroses under the shady trees. 

P is Pink campion amongst the bluebells in Dawsholm woods. 

I  is Ivy creeping surreptitiously over tree stumps. 

N is the Nest of an oyster catcher living dangerously on a flat roof. 

E is Endless bird song, not muffled by traffic noise. 

S is his Shadow first spotted by a curious, observant toddler. 

S is warm Sunshine, daily lifting our spirits. 

M. Watt 
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Friends 

Our current lockdown has changed our lives in a great many ways.  

We have been trying to work from home, see people at a distance and entertain ourselves. One of 
the greatest tools at our disposal has been the internet, we have used it to worship together, to 
work together and to socialise. For some of us this has been old hat for a while but for others it has 
been entirely new. The internet is a fantastic tool and has changed the world as much as the 
printing press before it. It has led to new ways to collaborate and new ways to learn, it has improved 
the lives of so many people in innumerable ways however like all great achievements and 
developments it also has a negative side. The freedom to communicate love is accompanied by 
the freedom to communicate hate, the ability to handle transactions online is accompanied by the 
ability to scam and swindle and the ability to have your life enhanced is accompanied by the ability 
to have your life made much much harder. It seems right then that as we move into new digital 
fields, we should take a few words to attempt to give some good advice about how to stay safe 
online about how to protect yourself and your family from the worst of the internet. 

It would obviously take too long to explain all of the nuance of online culture and to compress all of 
the advice about staying safe into a simple beacon article, so we have decided to put live a new 
page on our website www.sjrchurch.com  We have called it stay safe stay healthy online and you 
can find it at www.sjrchurch.com/sssho There you will find links to other websites that give great 
advice, tips from our team and information on what we are doing to keep you and your data safe. 
In future you will also find details of our social media and communications polices and other 
information. 

We hope that this will be helpful to you and that you will be able to use it to enjoy the best of what 
the internet has to offer without encountering the worst. 

Friends, stay safe, stay healthy both online and off. 

Matthew Ritchie 
Professional YouTuber, Probationary Minister SJR church. 

Letter From The Editor 

We have a full June edition, despite the lockdown resulting in no reports from the sadly in limbo 
organisations. Thanks go to the members who responded to the appeal from the editor's laptop 
for their thoughts in this unusual situation. 

Indeed, such has been the response that some items have been held over to a lockdown 
emergency July edition. And the appeal goes out again. Let's have your thoughts on continuing 
lockdown. We have had accounts of turning to knitting, gardening, the kitchen – now is the time 
for follow up photos. 

Please send to the editor's email address (alan932@googlemail.com) by Wednesday 17 June. 

http://www.sjrchurch.com/
http://www.sjrchurch.com/sssho
mailto:alan932@googlemail.com
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KIRK SESSION NEWS 

As advised in last month's Beacon it was agreed that the Kirk Session meeting planned for 
Wednesday 6th May should go ahead as planned, but online as a virtual meeting. 
This meant things had to be done differently with reports being sent out slightly earlier than 
normal, to allow Elders sufficient time to read the twelve reports and then submit questions in 
advance of the meeting. This was to prevent too many people trying to speak at once on the 
night. 

As part of his Probationary training Matt Ritchie has to Moderate a Kirk Session meeting. This 
had been scheduled for 31st March but that meeting couldn't take place so Matt had the honour 
of being our first virtual Moderator. 

Matt opened the evening with a bible reading and prayer and then we paid tribute to an Elder 
who was due to receive his long service certificate on 24th May, John McFadyen. The certificate 
will be presented to John one Sunday after we resume services so we can all show our 
appreciation in the usual manner. 

There were only a handful of questions raised on the night and on the whole the meeting went 
very smoothly under Matt's leadership. Well done Matt, another box ticked. 

I am pleased to report that Robin Hutchison has been elected to be our Presbytery Elder for 
another year. 

Shirley Tassell stepped down as our Assistant Session Clerk at the end of last year. During our 
January Session meeting we expressed to her our extreme gratitude for all the work she had put 
in over the previous 13 years. Susan Finnigan quickly volunteered to assume this role and this 
was ratified during our meeting on 6th May. Susan has been learning the ropes for the past 3 
months and has already contributed greatly during the current situation. 

The meeting was concluded by the celebration of Communion led by Stewart. This was again a 
first for everyone, a virtual communion, and although we missed the ambiance of the sanctuary it 
was nonetheless a moving experience. 

As it looks unlikely that we will be holding services in the Church soon, the Elders will meet again 
on Wednesday 3rd June via zoom for an update on how they are coping, what is happening in 
their district and general feedback. 

Graham Moore 
Session Clerk 

A plea was sent out to members to share their experiences of Lockdown. 
Responses are scattered throughout this edition 

I suppose few of us are doing anything worth reporting, however, for what it's worth, my phone 
bill is £20 more for the last month but that is balanced by the petrol not used.  

We are fortunate with the technology we have helping us to keep in touch. I text and phone 
family, in Aberdeenshire and Wales, phone friends locally and exchange interesting and funny 
snippets on Facebook.  

I knit (more slowly to make it last😁) and garden including watering about 20 containers. The 
best thing I have learned is how to freeze fresh veg and now have some lovely bright fresh frozen 
veg from my last grocery delivery. 

Lastly, I have enjoyed the verses from Stewart and Matthew and the virtual services. I would like 
to thank everyone who has made so much effort to create and maintain this contact. 

Mina Cummings 

Watch the services on SJRchurch.com (If using the website follow the link for Sermons and 
blogs or Facebook@SJRchurch or register on the SJR website and you will automatically 
receive notification of online services) 
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Have You Heard That ... 

• at 11 am every Sunday the leadership team (Stewart, Matt, Graham, Shirley M and 

Susan) have been holding a virtual Sunday Service using zoom. This takes the format of 

an opening prayer, bible readings, reflections on the readings, a hymn, Prayers for the 

People and lasts around 40 minutes.   

They each take a turn to prepare the service but everyone is involved on the Sunday either 
in saying a prayer or reading scripture.  

KELVINDALERS TOGETHER 

Under the umbrella of SJR and an agreement Stewart made with the Londis store, I launched a 
Facebook site called Kelvindaler's Together on the 26th March. 

Within hours, 25 local people had joined and were happy to take on volunteer duties. The plan 
was to deliver to the vulnerable, self-isolating, shielding residents of Kelvindale basically anything 
the Londis shop on Kelvindale Road sells. 

We launched on 30th March and we are now averaging around 7 deliveries a week with our now 
35+ registered volunteers.  
We will endeavour to carry on as long as Lockdown continues. 

If you, or anyone you know who lives in Kelvindale is in need of the Kelvindaler's Together 
service, here is a reminder of how to access help.  
We take orders and deliver on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

Call your order between 8.30 and 10 am to: 

Susan  
or 
Caroline  

It may even be a familiar face delivering to your door :) 
Susan Finnigan  

The editor can endorse the efficacy of the service! 
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The Boys’ Brigade 
5th Glasgow Company 

http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 
5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk  

COMPANY SECTION NEWS 

Since last month the Company Section have not rested on their laurels. We've been busy - but 
just not in the normal way! 

We've been utilising the Brigade's weekly BBatHome activities and sharing these via our various 
social media avenues. In return, the boys have come up with some amazing responses through 
videos & photos - emergency shelters, trick shots, card tricks, washing basketball, & outdoor 
cooking to name but a few. We look forward to continuing this productivity over the coming 
weeks. Keep checking our Facebook, Twitter, & Instagram feeds for all the action! 

Our Virtual Display on Zoom was a great success. Thanks to all the boys, their families, and 
friends of the Company who "tuned in".  

Our two Senior boys, Cpl Jack McClelland & Cpl Grant MacLennan were both awarded their 
President's Badge and will now start their journey towards the Queen's Badge. 

Over the coming months we aim to continue our regular Zoom "Virtual Friday Parade Nights" with 
the boys, providing a chance to see each other, have a chat, and participate in some fun 
activities over the course of 30 minutes or so. 

Finally, over thirty teams joined us in early May for our first ever "Virtual Quiz Night". It was 
deemed so successful that we're aiming to run another on Friday 5th June at 7.30pm. Once 
again the quiz will be run on the Zoom platform, and will last around 40 minutes with four rounds 
of questions, in the same format as our popular Quiz & Chippy Night. You don't need to download 
any programmes or create logins, just respond to the 5th Glasgow email 
address, 5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk by noon on Friday 5th June and we will then reply 
with a link to click into the Zoom meeting on your PC/Laptop/tablet.  

STEDFAST 

WHAT'S GETTING ME THROUGH LOCKDOWN? 

• Sensory pleasures of spring; the absence of traffic, good weather and being able to get out 
every day and really appreciate colours, fragrance and birdsong 
 

• Definitely don't miss commuting; suddenly I've got 2 extra hours every day 
 

• French toast! Stopping work at lunch time and wandering into the kitchen to raid the fridge. 
How good is French toast with sweet chilli sauce, or with maple syrup and bacon? How will 
I ever go back to a rushed sandwich at my desk? 
 

• The "wireless": BBC Radio 2,3,4, and Scotland for entertainment and company 
 

• So thankful to be able to stay in touch with loved ones with phone calls, Zoom chats, 
WhatsApp, emails, texts. 

Shirley Maxwell 

mailto:5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk
mailto:5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk
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POP-IN FUN!!! 

SOLVING LOCKDOWN 

Can you open the lock using these clues?  

682.  One digit is right and in its place. 

614    One digit is right but in the wrong place. 

206.   Two digits are right but both in the wrong place. 

738.   All digits are wrong. 

380.   One digit is right but in the wrong place. 

Remember the May quiz?  

May's Brain exercise from M. Murphy (each answer starts with 'M') 

1)  Name the city famous for its 2 football teams. 

2)  Famous Scottish rebel. 

3)  3 states of U.S.A. beginning with M. 

4)  Who was the eldest March sister? 

5)  3 vegetables beginning with M. 

6)  3 countries beginning with M. 

7)  3 rivers beginning with M. 

8)  The only desert beginning with M. 

The answers are  

1) Manchester (the Editor had Milan) 

2) Rob Roy MacGregor 

3) Maryland, Maine, Michigan, Missouri, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Montana and Mississippi 

4) Meg 

5) Marrow, mangetout, maize, mooli (??? Ed) 

6) Mali, Malta, Malawi, Mauretania, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Morocco, Madagascar, 
Macedonia, Montenegro 

7) Medway, Mersey, Mekong, Murray, Mackenzie, Mississippi 

8) Mojave. 

Answer to Unlock Lockdown is on page 15 
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TOWARDS A BETTER FUTURE? 

Those who follow twitter may have noticed that there is a widespread growth in attempts to blame 
China for the Corona Virus. Not content with that, Nigel Farage has fed conspiracy theories that 
the Chinese firm Huawei have contributed to the spread of the virus through their communications 
systems, now a significant part of our ability to communicate with one another. On April 8 Donald 
Trump claimed that the World Health Organisation was biased towards China, and has 
subsequently stated that they deliberately withheld what they knew of the Coronavirus when they 
could and should have told the world. In this most egregious example of blaming the Chinese – 
and the WHO – for Covid19, Donald Trump has decided to cut off US funding from the World Health 
Organisation. 

Behind these claims is a range of other agendas. With such a crisis as we all now face, it can be 
little surprise that some want to start apportioning blame. Nor perhaps is it a surprise that those 
who have already fanned the flames of a surge in nationalism (“America first”, “take back control”) 
should be prominent in demanding an end to globalisation and a post-virus world in which national 
borders become impenetrable, international trade is dramatically curtailed and agencies of 
international cooperation should constantly be bombarded with destructive criticism. We are told 
to own “our” “national resources”, using them entirely in our own “national interest”. 

As governments around the world seek ways to ease the lockdown, it is clear that the path out into 
a healthy post-virus world will be difficult to discern and potentially even more difficult to follow. Our 
Government and Opposition parties recognise that managing the transition out is going to be a 
huge and highly complex task. The financial bill will almost certainly be significantly higher than 
currently budgeted for, and the unforeseen consequences much greater. But it is not enough simply 
to complain at the government’s “profligate and unsustainable spending”, as some are already 
doing. We need the climate in which international cooperation is strengthened and made more 
robust. Only with enhanced cooperation can effective strategic options for both the social and the 
economic way out be found.  

Some voices today, including some in the Green Movement, are calling for an end to globalisation, 
and the erection of far more stringent limits to international trade and the movement of people. How 
will these forms of return to the nationalisms of the first half of the twentieth century offer any kind 
of smooth transition from the present crisis to a long-term sustainable future? Today we are in a 
parallel situation to that at the end of each of the 20th century’s two world wars. The catastrophic 
failure of the Versailles treaty at the end of WWI was the reassertion of national interests against 
Woodrow Wilson’s new internationalism, the demand for punishment and reparation, and the 
failure to meet the need for effective international cooperation and the development of a world order 
in which institutionalised cooperation could flourish.  

John Maynard Keynes' massive contribution to the peace after WWII was precisely the creation of 
a new set of economic institutions in which the United States agreed to play a major part. Even 
before the Coronavirus crisis, the “my country first” protectionism of the inter-war period had begun 
to reassert itself. Now it is rampaging across the pages of several of our newspapers and journals, 
let alone Twitter. In a chilling echo of France’s ultimately triumphant demands at Versailles, 
President Trump is demanding reparations against China for deliberately causing the Covid19 
catastrophe, and the running away from international institutions. 

While the functioning of many of the world’s international institutions has left a great deal to be 
desired, such demands must be passionately resisted. In many fields their role has been of 
enormous human benefit. Is not the Christian response to our new global crisis to help to shape 
the climate in which international cooperation becomes a vital reality again, as it was under the 
astonishingly successful Marshall Plan after WWII, and again under the adoption of the UN’s 
Millennium Development Goals. The Marshall Plan demanded huge generosity from an American 
public well-used to a policy of isolationism. The pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals owed 
a great deal to the much-maligned Gordon Brown. The Marshall Plan was born of a realisation that 
the policies of individual security at the expense of competitors and neighbours that were the 
hallmark of French-led anti-German policies after WWl were doomed to fail- at vast cost to all 
countries, including the United States. The MDG’s came out of a long process of development 
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thinking, including the Brandt Commission’s report on development in which Britain - and Edward 
Heath - had played a prominent role.  
In its Brexit decision Britain moved to distance itself from those Boris Johnson repeatedly called 
“our friends and partners” in Europe. In our new global crisis, can we now generate renewed 
support for co-operation, a co-operation that will be vital to so many of our immediate challenges, 
local, national and global?  

That is the fundamental question. Alongside it and at least equally important, will we as a people 
have the vision to give such an approach our unstinting support? Will we speak up against all forms 
of discrimination and nationalist isolationism, and actively promote the search for cooperation?  We 
can start with the humanitarian efforts embodied in the Millennium Development Goals. There 
could not be a bigger task. It will require patient work with those of other faiths and none. But only 
such a path offers a peaceful and sustainable future for all. 

Dr Bob Bradnock 
(Former Senior Research Fellow King’s College London, and Research Fellow at the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, Chatham House, London. Elder of St John’s-Renfield 
Church of Scotland Parish Church, Kelvindale Glasgow.) 

SOME READING SUGGESTIONS FOR LOCK DOWN FROM THE BOOK GROUP 
CURATED BY WILMA 

Wilma 
I’m sure all booklovers would have welcomed the time when they had enforced leisure to do lots 
of reading – but now it’s here, uninvited, and personally I’m finding it not as easy as it sounds. 
There are so many distractions! 

‘War Doctor: Surgery on the Front Line’ by David Nott. The experiences of a highly-qualified 
surgeon who, over the years, periodically left his job in London hospitals to go to war zones in 
places like Syria, Sarajevo, Afghanistan, Sierra Leone etc to help in hospitals. Not easy reading – 
man’s inhumanity to man, but a window on the wonderful skills of doctors, surgeons and nurses 
in tight places, who risk their lives to save innocent casualties of conflict and also support and 
train local medical staff working in ‘austere environments’. 
If you like books with a classical background, ‘Circe’ by Madeleine Miller relates the story of her 
encounter with Odysseus from her point of view; similarly ‘The Silence of the Girls’ by Pat Barker 
takes us to the Trojan War as experienced by the female protagonists. 
‘Consider the Lilies’ by Iain Crichton Smith is set in the time of the Highland Clearances, as told 
by an old woman in danger of being evicted, and the role of the Church of Scotland at that time. 
I can recommend the books of Alastair McIntosh, among other things a campaigner who 
championed the rights of local people to challenge absentee landlords, thus winning the fight for 
the people of Eigg to buy out the local laird. He was also in the front line to stop the super quarry 
from being built in Harris. He is a man of many parts which makes fascinating reading in ‘Soil and 
Soul’. Looking forward to reading his ‘Poacher’s Pilgrimage’. 
Alastair Moffat is probably known to those of you who are interested in Scottish history. His book 
‘To the Island of Tides’ describes his fascination with St Cuthbert. As a self-described non-
Christian, from his Borders home he traces the route taken by Cuthbert from the monastery in 
Old Melrose where he first became a monk, to the island of Lindisfarne. Another motivation for 
making the journey was to have time and space to meditate on the prospect of journeying 
towards the latter stages of his life. The history, places, language and conclusions are 
fascinating.  
Thomas Traherne was born in 1637. His ‘Centuries ‘, a collection of short meditations, is a delight 
and in many respects very modern. 
‘You never enjoy the world aright, till ……is a favourite phrase. 
As to poetry – have you encountered R.S. Thomas, Wendell Berry….. 
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Eleanor 
I have been reading quite a lot of non-fiction. One that has been interesting and enjoyable is ' 
Who Built Scotland - 25 journeys in search of a nation'. Whether visiting Shetland's Mousa Broch 
at midsummer, following in the footsteps of pilgrims to Iona Abbey, discovering Innerpeffray 
Library, the making of a classical gem, Charlotte Square and even a chapter on Anniesland Court 
high rise flats, this book has something to interest everyone. It is written by Alexander McCall 
Smith, Alistair Moffat, James Crawford, James Robertson and Kathleen Jamie; published by 
Historic Environment Scotland.  
(I also enjoyed reading this, if anyone wants to borrow my copy W.). 

Freda 
My recommendation for a book is “All the light you cannot see” by Anthony Doerr. 
It is set in St Malo. 
(Several people recommended this. W.) 
I have recently also enjoyed “The Bee-keeper’s Promise” by Fiona Valpy. It is set in rural France 
during the war. Easily read and she has other books. 
I re-read “One day in the life of Ivan Denisovich” Great. 

Fiona 
‘The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri’ 

Ann 
I don't think this will be of any use for the Beacon but I have been re-reading ‘The Hitch Hiker's 
Guide to the Galaxy’ (a trilogy in four parts).   
(I think you might be surprised! W). 
Another interesting book was a biography called ‘Andrew Carnegie’ by David Nasaw.  I have also 
been enjoying ‘The Hunt for Kimathi’ about the Mau Mau campaign in Kenya, mainly because I 
used to work for the author Ian Henderson when we were in the Middle East Security Service 
together. 

Margaret 
As you know I have difficulty with ordinary print so at the moment I’ve been relying on audio 
books and all very lightweight - Agatha Christie, and a very good P.D. James, ‘The Private 
Patient’. Again that’s just another detective story. At the moment I’m halfway through Barack 
Obama’s book ‘Dreams from My Father’. He is the narrator and has a pleasant voice which I’m 
enjoying. It is a remarkable story. 

Marjory 
As we went into Lockdown I started reading ‘The Kashmir Shawl’ by Rosie Thomas. Set in Wales 
and Kashmir, the story begins in the 1940s and features 3 generations of a Welsh family. The 
grandmother married a missionary and together they went to Kashmir. There she became 
fascinated by the making of Kashmir shawls. One shawl in particular had a fascinating history 
which passed down the generations. 
It is not great literature, more a good holiday read. Being unable to travel far at present, I 
particularly enjoyed the descriptions of India. I looked online for photos of the actual places like 
the great Buddhist monasteries at Ladakh and scenes from the British Raj Summer Station at 
Srinagar. It brought back very happy memories of travels in India. 
I would love to visit The Paisley Shawl Museum in Paisley but it is closed for refurbishment. 

Some day we’ll have a Bonanza and all the clearing out of cupboards over this period will come 
to a climax! One thing which I have really enjoyed doing is playing my way through my LP 
collection. Sometimes I knit or iron while listening, but I am trying to cultivate the ability to sit and 
just listen without any other distractions. I am now building up two piles, one to keep, and one to 
run past Katie and Dougie before being passed on. 
Needless to say we are all looking forward to the day we can meet and share our fellowship. 
There’s an open door. 

Wilma 
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VALERIE TAYLOR TRUST 

During these very challenging times the Centre for the Rehabilitation of the Paralysed (Dhaka, 
Bangladesh) has had some dramatic changes in services due to Covid-19. The hospital 
continues to support patients wherever they are including online services. Many of the staff have 
had to return to their villages. 

However there have also been some very encouraging developments. 

On February 8th CRP celebrated Valerie’s birthday and also promoted “Journeys 2”, a lovely 
book edited by Liz Timms (a long time supporter of CRP) and written by very grateful patients 
who have required prosthetic and orthotic appliances for their amputations or deformities. I have 
copies of the book if anyone is interested. 

On the same day they opened the new operating theatre which has wonderfully been donated by 
Rotary International and organised by Roger and Jan Varney who raised the funds through St 
Austell Bay Cornwall branch of Rotary and joined by Rotary Club of Gulshan in Bangladesh. 

The new Operating theatre is dedicated to Zoe Varney who died suddenly at the age of 16. 

Bryan Whitty 

WALKING WEST END HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS 

  

Along with many others, Guy and I have been walking the streets of the West End and enjoying 
watching the garden shrubs begin to bloom and paying more attention to the many impressive 
buildings than we have ever done before. 

We have been (re)discovering more streets and lanes as the weeks go by as I am sure you have 
too! Almost the highlight of the day is trying to think of a route which is different from previous 
trips... and isn't it exciting if you meet someone you know and have a socially distanced blether 
for a few minutes! 

Thinking of our walks I remembered that some years ago a walking booklet was printed outlining 
the boundaries of our Parish with descriptions of the various streets etc. 

The booklet was compiled by Bob Paris at the beginning of Dugald Cameron's ministry and a 
walk was organised following publication with stopping points where matters of interest were 
described. 

Eleanor Murphy 
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Hello Children, 
I hope you are well. Fingers crossed we are in for some good weather. This month I have a word 
search for you.  
Happy finding. Beacon Butterfly  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Horse Duckling 
Foal Goose 
Sheep Gosling 
Lamb Goat 
Cow Kid 
Calf Rabbit 
Duck Bunny 

A H O R S E B C B U N N Y E D 

F H H R N I S L O O C S D Q Y 

V C R E R H J C T G H J M L K 

F F A X K Z W S G J K F A B O 

Y F O C G J K O X R L Y I C G 

I R T A V R S D K L A G D U D 

K F H E L L K L Y T M R U B F 

R G H M I R G K A O B H C T L 

B F K N B X T O S H J K K H A 

K F G T U K G I O V D H L B C 

C L A H B E H K B S L T I I B 

U D H K D I Y O A B E H N D L 

D F G Y I J C V B N A E G D E 

H K T C K V K O Y N M R I L D 

C N N L F K C O W C E A H Y Z 
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Back To The Future In Lockdown 

A pastime is defined as an activity someone does for enjoyment rather than work, a hobby.  We 
are advised during the current crisis to look after our mental and physical wellbeing.   

Having played the violin since I was 11 or 12, I started piano lessons in 2001 and later decided to 
try the piano accordion.  For 10 years or so, until early last year, I rarely played the piano but 
during the lockdown I have found time to work on some of my old pieces and try some new 
ones.  Learning to play the accordion is a challenge.  As the instrument is played vertically, the 
player cannot see the keys on the right hand or the bass buttons on the left.  Having to find the 
keys is a bonus, like touch-typing, and reading the chord symbols or fully written chords while 
pressing the buttons increases one’s knowledge of harmony.  There is also the bellows to 
contend with.  We can only do our best, enjoy it and keep practising. I have worked in gardens 
since my early days. Currently I have a fairly large garden, back and front, so it is a steady job to 
keep it in order.  Over the years, I have improved the soil in many parts of the garden, from 
the clay.  For several years, through ill-health, I was unable to do enough work to control the 
weeds.  During my enforced inactivity, the good soil encouraged the weeds to grow.  

Being now much fitter, within reason, and aided by the beautiful weather, I am gradually 
conquering the weeds, digging them up, shaking off the earth and consigning them to the brown 
bin.   

When our children were small, we used to exchange visits with another family, who also had a 
daughter and two sons.  One day the older boy asked his Mum 'Why are there no weeds in 
John’s garden?’  I don’t remember her reply but I do know how things can change as the years 
go by! 

John MacMillan.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sarah and Stewart contribute to Leicester Avenue hailing the NHS  
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OFFICE BEARERS 

Minister 
Rev. Dr. D. Stewart Gillan 

26 Leicester Avenue 
G12 0LU 

Tel: 339 4637 
stewart.gillan@outlook.com 

 

Session Clerk 
Graham Moore 

80 Ashburton Road 
G12 0LZ 

Tel: 576 0806 
edward.moore2@ntlworld.com 

Depute Session Clerk 
Shirley Maxwell 

24 Cleveden Gardens 
G12 0PT 

Tel: 339 5810 
shirley@deepbluegreen.co.uk 

Assistant Session Clerk 
Susan Finnigan 

183 Cleveden Road 
G12 0JY 

Tel: 357 1083 
sfinnigan183@gmail.com 

 Editor of Beacon 
Alan Christie 

21 Hertford Avenue 
G12 0LG 

Tel: 339 7883 
alan932@googlemail.com 

 

Material for the July Beacon is required by  
WEDNESDAY 17th June MIDNIGHT 

The Church Office is closed to all visitors.  

Telephone answer machine messages are being accessed remotely 

Tel: 334 0782/www.sjrchurch.com/office@sjrchurch.com 
Registered as a charity in Scotland Registration No.SC012920 

Follow us on social media 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Answer to Unlock Lockdown - 042 
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