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Dear Friends, 

„Away with your bad head!‟ That‟s what Auntie Violet used to tell us. 
Laughing. Usually. As in, „Away and bile yer heid!‟ It comes to mind, this 
snippet from a Cape Breton youth, because I would like to pass it on to 
certain characters who seem never to be off our screens these days. 
Perhaps you‟ll feel the same. 

I was asked by a friend a few weeks ago if I thought the Mayor of South 
Bend Indiana, Pete Buttigieg, was going to turn into Donald Trump‟s nemesis 
– this after the US Senate had voted not to remove him from office for high 
crimes and misdemeanours. Switch thrown, I replied: Trump is out there with 
the quasars expanding the universe. Going to explode some day but when? 
And who‟s going to go down with him? Don‟t think the Democrats can win. 
Voters don‟t care about what they care about. Most of them. Watch him try 
for a third term if he gets a second. FDR was a long time ago, he‟ll say. I 
could be wrong, of course, but he‟s been busy firing those in his employ who 
testified against him, tweeting instructions to the Justice Department on 
cases and staffers.  

Away and bile yer heid, Mr Trump.  

And Boris? Now that his racist, eugenics-boosting advisor has resigned in 
disgrace. And brought disgrace upon the office of PM with it. I was visiting in 
Gartnavel Hospital yesterday, talking to a man whose son had a piece that 
day in the Guardian. „You wouldn‟t have a Guardian, would you?‟ he asked. 
No, I said. Sorry. He then pointed upwards and said: „I thought you had a 
Guardian!‟ Me in my collar. I went down to the shop on the ground floor and 
bought him a Guardian. His son had an opinion piece on Boris who, at time 
of writing, had not visited even one of the communities flooded out by storms 
Ciara and Dennis. Or convened Cobra, or declared an emergency. Instead, 
he was dabbling in one of his favourite hobbies: „the quixotic pursuit of 
novelty infrastructure.‟ A bridge between Scotland and Northern Ireland, for 
example. Never mind that bridges along the Severn and other major rivers 
were under threat. What was wanted was a solution for the 1m tonnes of 
unexploded World War II munitions, chemical weapons and radioactive 
waste in Beaufort‟s Dyke. This before we get to the logistical challenges of a 
deep strait, busy shipping lanes and weather warnings. But it‟s Boris with an 
80 seat majority in Westminster – a Tory MP for each day of the year. Who 
has time for new flood barriers?  
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Away and bile yer heid, Mr Johnson.  

You‟ll tell me I‟m being too political. That this sort of banter should be kept 
between old friends. Yes and no. Trump in particular has courted the moral 
and financial support of Evangelicals in his country, and they have been 
eminently courtable. Against such embeddedness in the establishment of the 
day, may I quote the redoubtable John Ballie, from his speech to the CoS 
General Assembly of 1942 regarding the first Report of the Commission for 
the Interpretation of God‟s Will in the Present Crisis, of which he was 
Convenor: 

I wonder if it would be the worst disaster that could befall the Church in 
this hour, if it should be found to be a little over-bold in its 
pronouncements, a little over-impetuous in its zeal for the redress of 
social wrong, and in its desire to see the lineaments of that New 
Jerusalem in which it claims to believe a little more noticeably and 
recognisably reflected in Scotland‟s green and pleasant land?    

I expect Professor Bailee might agree to an amendment that sought to 
expand the geographical scope of his remarks to Southern and Transatlantic 
lands, if not to the whole of the planet.     

Your friend, 

Stewart 
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APPEAL FOR WEST END STREET PASTORS 

West End Street Pastors are urgently seeking new recruits and would 

encourage members of congregations to consider whether they could 

become part of these teams. 

The task of the Street Pastor involves going out in teams to provide help and 

assistance to people who are suffering the effects of over consumption of 

alcohol or other substances, are at risk in any way, feel unsafe, are lost, are 

needing to be listened to or require emotional, practical or medical support. 

West End Street Pastors wear a uniform and are normally out patrolling in 

groups of 3 or 4, once a month, on a Friday or Saturday, between 10.30pm 

and 2am approx. 

Anyone interested in becoming a West End Street Pastor must be at least 

18, involved with a Christian Church and willing to undertake training. PVG 

clearance will be required. 

(West End Street Pastors cooperate closely, but are not to be confused with 

Glasgow Street Pastors, who operate for longer hours in the city centre.)  

Further information can be obtained from Maureen Reid on 0141 357 1351 

or p.maureen.reid@btinernet.com  

Or from the Church website  www.stjohnsrenfieldchurch.org.uk  

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:p.maureen.reid@btinernet.com
http://www.stjohnsrenfieldchurch.org.uk/
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Have You Heard...... 

 that the annual BB Coffee Morning will held on Saturday 7 March in the 
Large Hall between 10 am and 12 noon.  The usual stalls and mayhem 
will be present.  Offers of bottles for the Bottle Stall, and baking for the 
Cake and Candy Stall would be very much appreciated.  We would be 
very grateful for your support and hope to see you there 

 that Copies of Christian Aid Count Your Blessings are now available.  
This is a tool to reflect, pray and raise funds over Lent.  The focus this 
year is on taking action on the climate crisis 

 that the next big step in the installation of the new scanner across at the 
Nuffield Hospital come on Tuesday 17 March.  The body of the scanner 
itself will arrive on lorries from Germany and a large crane will be set up 
in Beaconsfield Road to lift it into place.  There will still be room for 
single file traffic to pass the crane but parking will need to be 
suspended as it will take a lot of space 

 that on a recent visit to Arran, Graham and Linda popped in for a short 
visit to see John and Jennifer Webster.  They were very pleased to 
catch up and send their love to St John's-Renfield folk.  They also 
visited Lily McKinnon at her manse, she is currently minister of Lamlash 
and Kilmory Parish Churches 

 that the Annual Business Meeting will be held after worship on Sunday 
22 March. 
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ROYAL MAUNDY SERVICE, THURSDAY 9 APRIL AT 
WINDSOR CASTLE CHAPEL 

In late Autumn last year our minister was approached by The 
Rev. Prof. David Fergusson, Dean of the Chapel Royal, to 
nominate two people to attend the above service. The 
nominees had to be aged over 70, contributed much to the life 
of the Church and the community. A small group met to 
consider this request and from a number of possible candidates 
from within St John‟s-Renfield, two were nominated and have 
been accepted. 

Here is an extract of what our two nominees have been 
involved in over the years. 

Roddy Watt 

Roddy has served with great and quiet distinction for some 55 
years as a campaigner and fundraiser for Christian Aid, 
including running in the Glasgow 10k leg of the Great Scottish 
Run seventeen times, raising over £1,100 in 2018.  

Roddy and his wife, Marjory, spent six weeks as volunteer 
teachers in Malawi.  

Roddy was a founding Trustee and Fundraiser for Projects 
India Charitable Trust (PICT) and spent three months volunteer 
teaching in India.  

In Glasgow Roddy is the organiser of St John‟s-Renfield‟s 
Lodging House Mission team. 
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In the Church Roddy has served with gifted dedication as an 
elder for 45 years, including two stints as Session Clerk, 
Convenorships of Safeguarding, Christian Aid and World 
Mission and leadership of our fortnightly bible study group.  

He has served as a member of our Social Justice Group, 
Worship Group and leader of our Youth Fellowship.  

In the wider Church he has served as Presbytery Elder 
(Glasgow) and as a Commissioner to the General Assembly. 

Grace MacKay 

Grace has served with in-all-weather dedication for over 40 
years as a campaigner and fundraiser for Christian Aid and was 
a founding Trustee of Projects India Charitable Trust (PICT). 

Grace has spent time as a Friday-night volunteer with the Marie 
Curie Hospice, Hunters Hill, and as a volunteer in their hospice 
shop. 

Grace is an organiser of the West End Walking Group, 
including its annual walk of a stretch of the West Highland Way 
and is a volunteer in the Community Pop-in-café in Kelvindale. 

In the Church, Grace has served as a Deacon and Clerk to the 
Deacons‟ Court, Convenor of the Hall Lets Committee, Elder, 
prayer promoter, leader of the Primary Sunday School, teacher 
in the Senior Sunday School, member of the Boys‟ Brigade 
Parents Committee, organiser of the monthly services in two 
Care Homes, member of the first Pastoral Care Committee, 
organiser of Afternoon Communion and Tea for the 
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housebound, recruiter of visitors for the Care Homes, a member 
of the Justice and Peace, Ways and Means and New Homes 
Visitation committees over the years. 

Grace also serves on the World Day of Prayer Committee in the 
West End. 

When details of their nominations were announced at the 
January Kirk Session meeting it was met with thunderous 
applause and this was repeated when details were read out to 
the Congregation the following Sunday morning. 

We thank Roddy and Grace for everything they have done 
within St John‟s-Renfield Church, and further afield, and look 
forward to hearing all about their trip to Windsor next month in 
due course. 
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VALERIE TAYLOR TRUST 

Valerie's introduction to the Centre for the Rehabilitation of the Paralysed 
website - www.crpbangladesh.org 

 

"Do not wait for the dark clouds to pass, go out and dance in the rain" 

 

Accidents and illnesses resulting in disability are part of life in all countries of 
the world. In Bangladesh these incidents are further complicated by poverty. 
CRP's aim is to reduce accidents in general and for those who have 
succumbed, provide the best standard of treatment and rehabilitation 
possible at the same time giving this support at a subsidized rate for those 
who cannot contribute to their costs. It is for the provision of this financial 
support that we rely on our partners who donate so generously from 
countries around the world. Donations are received from the Government of 
Bangladesh and funding agencies as well as individuals and are raised in 
various ways from the proceeds of flea markets and the sale of CRP 
calendars to contributions made at Bangladeshi restaurants and by 
sponsored marathon runners. Financial support is the back-bone of CRP's 
work enabling those staff members on the ground to work for the poorest 
persons with disabilities. We continue to favour the Robin Hood method, 
taking from the wealthy to give to the poor and it is for this wonderfully 
generous help that we thank all our donors. 

Bryan Whitty 
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The Boys’ Brigade 
5

th
 Glasgow Company 

http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 
5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk 

February was another busy month for the Company Section. 

A large number of boys attended the District Go-karting competition at 
ScotKart Clydebank. Pte Hamish Matheson raced off with first place in the 
Junior event. Pte Alexander Bell and Pte Andrew Watt drove home in second 
and third place respectively in the Intermediate race. All the boys enjoyed a 
fun evening. 

We retained our District Drill title again a few weeks ago. Well done to all the 
boys. Now on to the Battalion Limited Squad Drill competition in March 
where we go for "three in a row"! 

Pte Alexander Bell also won a silver medal at the District Badminton 
tournament held at Scotstoun. 

There are several competitions on our radar over the next few weeks. The 
District Masterteam and tenpin bowling competitions are drawing nigh. As 
usual, keep an eye on our social media feeds for the results. 

Publicity and Street Children are keeping us busy in our class work. 

L/Cpl Jack McClelland and L/Cpl Grant MacLennan attended their Building 
Your Skills course which is the final piece of the jigsaw to enable them to 
receive their President's Badge at our annual Display in May. 

Our boys will be using pedal power in March as we spend two Friday 
evenings at the Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome for free youth velodrome sessions.  

Finally just a reminder that the annual BB Coffee Morning will be held on 
Saturday 7th March in the Large Hall between 10am and 12 noon. The usual 
stalls and mayhem will be present. Offers of bottles for the Bottle Stall, and 
baking for the Cake & Candy Stall would be very much appreciated. We 
would be very grateful for your support and hope to see you there. 

STEDFAST 

mailto:5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk
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5
TH

 GLASGOW BOYS’ BRIGADE 

ANCHOR BOYS AND JUNIOR SECTION 

The Anchor Boys and Junior Section continue to hold joint meetings on 
Tuesday evenings from 6.15pm – 7.45pm. 

The older boys are being very nurturing and supportive of their younger 
friends and the Anchor Boys are rising to the challenge of competing with the 
“big” boys.  

We have held some joint themed nights, the most recent being to mark 
Chinese New Year when the boys tasted some Chinese food, learned of the 
animals that make up the Chinese Calendar and of some of the traditions 
associated with Chinese New Year, including the gift of red envelopes 
containing money to children. Alas, the red envelopes the boys received 
contained only chocolate coins! 

We are beginning to work towards preparing for our annual display, this year 
planned for 12

th
 May 2020. Please put the date in your diary and come along 

that evening to support the boys and their families. 

Aileen Morison (Officer-in-Charge of the Anchor Boys) 
Allan Watt       (Officer-in-Charge of the Junior Section) 
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LIFE AND WORK : MARCH 2020 

Scotland 2000-2020  The first in a two-part series looking at how Scotland 
has changed since the millennium 

Taking Steps of Faith  Michael Harvey, chief executive of National 
Weekend of Invitation, describes his journey from a difficult childhood to 
successful businessman to full-time Christian ministry 

The ‘Ideal Model of a Parish Minister’  As a new biography is published, a 
reflection on the life of the Very Rev Dr Nevile Davidson and his transforming 
work at Glasgow Cathedral 

Changed by Africa  Reporting on a transforming trip to Zambia by a group 
from an Edinburgh social enterprise with a church connection 

Stepping into the Unknown  In the first of a new six-part series, the Rev 
Martin Johnstone considers „life at the edge‟ 

Change Needs to Happen  Teenager Danielle Gray highlights some of the 
struggles facing young people inside and outside Church today 

Being Different  Ron Ferguson explains why the Church has a vocation to 
be „a holy community of resistance‟ 

Get Ready  The Moderator of the General Assembly, the Rt Rev Colin 
Sinclair urges readers to use Lent to review commitment to Jesus and the 
Church. 

Plus all the regular columnists, news, reviews, letters, registers and 
crosswords 

Online visit us at www.lifeandwork.org for regular news and exclusive 
features, find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @cofslifeandwork  

Subscribe online from £12, or download a digital copy for £1.99; return the 
form in the magazine or speak to your church‟s Life and Work coordinator. 

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
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WORLD MISSION NEWSLETTER 

Free copies of the February/March newsletter are to be found at the 
main door of the Church.  This issue focuses on Twinning Stories. 
One features Glasgow Meets Hyderabad.  In November three 
members of Glasgow Presbytery went to Pakistan as part of the 
Presbytery's twinning relationship with the Church of Pakistan.  You 
can find out what they learnt on their visit to Hyderabad.  A second 
item features the twinning of Wigtown and Stranraer Presbytery with 
the Presbytery of Hradec Kralove in the Czech Republic. 

For the World Mission online edition go to: 

www.churchofscotland.org.uk/serve/world-mission 

BOOK GROUP 

The next meeting of the Book Group will be on Monday March 9 at 7.30 p.m.  

Our title is The Kashmir Shawl by Rosie Thomas. 

We've had a sabbatical to allow us to read the books we got for Christmas 
and are now starting gently to refresh our brains! 

We are always happy to hear about 'good reads' from members of other 
Book Groups. 

Wilma Murphy 
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Hello Children 
I hope this finds you well.  This month is the start of spring.  So why 
don't you go out for a walk with your family and count as many 
colours and write the names of things you see under the correct 
colour. You can put the textures as well. 
Happy hunting.    Beacon Butterfly 

Blue  

Red  

Yellow 

Green  

Pink  

Purple  

Orange  
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Material for the April Beacon is required by  
 

FRIDAY 13 March 2020, MIDNIGHT 

The church is open to visitors outwith the usual hours of opening, between 10 am - 12 noon on 
Thursdays from April to October and at other times by arrangement with the Session Clerk (see 
telephone number above) A Guide to the church building is to be found on sale in the East Vestibule.  
The price is £1 with proceeds going to the Fabric Fund; the cash should be placed in The Beacon Box 
using the marked slot. 

Church Office: (open Wed/Thurs/Fri 9 am – 12 pm) 
 

Tel: 334 0782/www.stjohnsrenfieldchurch.org.uk/secretary@sjrchurch.plus.com 
 

Registered as a charity in Scotland Registration No.SC012920 
Follow us on social media 
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CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 

MARCH 

Sunday 1st 11 a.m. Morning Worship with Sacrament of 
Holy Communion 

Wednesday 4th  
10.30 a.m. 

2 – 3.30 p.m. 

Unlocking the Word 

Pop-in Café 

Friday 6th 11 a.m. 
World Day of Prayer 
(Kelvinside Hillhead, Observatory Road) 

Saturday 7th  10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Boys‟ Brigade Coffee Morning 

Sunday 8th  11 a.m. Morning Worship 

Monday 9th  7.30 p.m. Book Group 

Wednesday  11th  10.30 a.m. Unlocking the Word 

Sunday 15th  11 a.m. Morning Worship 

Wednesday 18th  
10.30 a.m. 

2.30 p.m. 

Unlocking the Word 

Service in Balmanno House 

Sunday 22nd  11 a.m. 
Morning Worship followed by Annual 
Business Meeting 

Wednesday 25th  10.30 a.m. Unlocking the Word 

Sunday 29th  11 a.m. Morning Worship 

Tuesday 31st  7.30 p.m. Kirk Session 

APRIL 2020 

Wednesday 1st  2.30 p.m. Pop-in Café 

Sunday 5th  11 a.m. 
Morning Worship followed by shorter 
service of Holy Communion 

Wednesday 8th  10.30 a.m. Unlocking the Word 

 


