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Dear Friends,  

 

Summer’s gone and the great reboot of all things would in normal times be 

on. Alas, this is not our lot just now, caught as we are in the already but not 

yet of emergence from lockdown. It feels like being caught. Perhaps it is 

better thought of as an exploration, by stages, of ways to gain our release 

from the restrictions of the past six (!) months, seeking different ways to be in 

company: at home, at school, at work, at play, and at worship.  

 

This form of words – ‘already but not yet’ – is by no means new to people of 

Christian faith.  The New Testament – Gospels, Acts, Epistles and the 

Revelation – bears witness to the difficulty experienced by the early Church 

with regard to the timing of the second coming of Christ. Many thought they 

would live to see it. As the first generation of Christians began to die, 

however, many questions arose, putting the Apostle Paul through his paces. 

The dead in Christ would rise first, he taught, of those ‘ who now sleep.’ The 

understanding achieved by the earliest Church was that though Jesus had 

inaugurated the Kingdom of heaven on earth, its final consummation would 

only come at the end of time, when Christ would return in all his glory, 

establishing the justice, righteousness and healing of God’s Kingdom for all 

time and eternity. Images of a new heaven, a new earth, and a new 

Jerusalem came to prominence, as successive generations of Christians 

began to see themselves as living between the ‘already and not yet’ of the 

reign of Christ on earth.  

 

That said, the question of what to do in the meantime, and how to live, then 

arises with great urgency. The short answer is: Jesus, in his resurrection 

appearances to his disciples, called them to carry on his work on earth, to 

further his own mission and ministry after him. It is a call that extends through 

time to us today. Christians are called to be active agents of the coming of the 

kingdom of heaven to earth, in the name of Christ and in power of the Holy 

Spirit. A tall order, we might agree, but one that gives us direction and 

discipline for life and work in this  ‘already but not yet’ sense of time. And how 

it has stretched on! After all these years, it has become a way of life for the 

Church, reminding us that early followers of Christ were called followers of 

‘the Way.’ Indeed, had Jesus not said of himself that he was the way, the 

truth and the life (John 14:6)? 
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We have not been living nearly as long (!) in the ‘already but not yet’ of 2020, 

it just feels that way some days. And the idea is sinking in that the 

foreseeable future might see us living with the virus, finding long-term ways to 

do this, being unable to enter an entirely post-virus existence.  A vaccine will 

have the capacity to change this, of course, when it comes, but will still 

require that people be willing to take it, on time, as often as required. 

 

So here we are, in the already but not yet of the autumn of 2020. Our faith 

gives us resources to live through it, or to find ways, critical and creative, to 

live with it.  Perhaps even to transform it, making history and not merely going 

down in it. God being our helper. 

 

Your friend, 

Stewart  

PARISH RECORDS 

Funeral and Memorial Services 

“Nothing can separate us from the love of God” 

On 24 July, Suzanne Lang 

On 5 August, Jean Guthrie 

On 14 August, Marsali Dykes 

On 21 August, Linda Dunbar 

On 27 August, Robert Murphy 
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COVID UPDATE 

We were among the first wave of local churches to consider re-opening when 

the Scottish government started to lift their restrictions.  Based on our 

experience so far there are several points that we would like to share with 

you: 

• There is no change to the advice that if you have been shielding or have 

underlying health conditions then you may be best advised not to come 

to church for the time being 

• If you are feeling ill, please don't come! Instead, stay at home, isolate 

yourself and book a test. Think about other people whom you are close 

to who may also need to isolate and get tested. There's lots of 

information on the NHS Inform web site 

(www.nhsinform.scot/coronavirus). If you have a call from Test and 

Protect, do as they ask 

• The church entrance on Sundays is now up the fire exit ramp into the 

large hall where we will take your contact details for Test and Protect 

• We have lots of hand sanitiser, so please use it when you come in and 

also before you leave 

• Please continue to wear face coverings in the building 

• You probably won't be able to sit in your usual seat. We need to leave 

two rows empty between each one that we use and even then there are 

restrictions on how many people can sit in each row and where. This is 

to maintain 2m social distancing. Please be guided by our stewards 

• The toilets are open for use and we have plenty of paper towels at the 

washbasins. We clean contact surfaces and the likes of door handles 

after each service 

• You probably will want to catch up with your friends but don't forget 

social distancing! The best place to chat is outside after the service 

where there is plenty of space and fresh air. 

The Scottish Government have published a risk assessment score sheet for 

individuals to use. You might get a pleasant surprise, like one of our 

leadership team! It is at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-

19-guidance-on-individual-risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/ 

If you need to get building contractors like painters and plumbers in, the 

construction industry have just put up some very sensible advice 

here: https://www.worksafesafework.info/ 

The response to the COVID pandemic seems to be changing day by day so 

don't be surprised if this article is already out of date by the time you read it!  

http://www.nhsinform.scot/coronavirus
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-individual-risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-individual-risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/
https://www.worksafesafework.info/
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SUNDAY CLUB 

Hi everyone! 

You will have been back at school for a while now and we hope that you 

are enjoying being back with your friends and 

learning with them again. It is so important for 

children to be back in the classrooms and so while 

we are in this transition period and the schools 

settle down into a routine, and after careful 

consideration and discussion, we feel that for the safety and benefit of 

both children and Sunday Club teachers that it is best we delay the 

return of Sunday Club at this stage.  

Although it is sad that we are unable to see you at church for 

a wee while, you know that we are thinking of you and 

hopefully it won’t be too long before we can return. We hope 

that you enjoyed the craft pack that was delivered to your door and 

hopefully we will be able to do that again in the not too distant future. 

There may also be a lesson or two on SJR Kids at home online on 

Sundays! We will continue to monitor the situation and there are a 

couple of meetings in September that should shed more light on the way 

forward. We have the best interests of both children and teachers at 

heart and will keep you updated on the situation via email. In the 

meantime, children are obviously welcome to join their parents at 

Sunday worship should they wish to do so.  

We hope you are all keeping well, staying safe and having fun at school. 

You are all in our thoughts. 

Take care and hope to see you soon.  

 

Sunday Club Team 😊 

 

  

http://www.orientacionandujar.es/2015/08/30/para-los-primeros-dias-de-clase-dinamicas-actividades-tutorias-etc-infantil-primaria-secundaria-nee-y-compensatoria-2015-2016/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


6 

 

JUNIOR SECTION AND ANCHOR BOYS 

Hi everyone 

Hope you have all had a great summer. 

Covid meant an early finish to our 2019/2020 session, and, I am sorry to say, 

looks likely to delay our start to the new session also. 

We are currently meeting with the church and making plans to reinstate face 

to face meetings as soon as possible. 

Watch out for new promotional banners, posters and social media posts soon. 

We have promoted 4 boys up to company section and we hope that they all 

enjoy their time there. 

We are also promoting 3 boys from Anchor Boys to Junior Section, but we 

plan to continue to meet together, when we can. 

Obviously, we are very keen to have as many members as possible so please 

keep us in mind with anyone you know that falls into Primary 1 to Primary 6 

age category. 
Best wishes 

Allan Watt 

LODGING HOUSE MISSION NEWS 

Dear Saturday volunteers, 

This is a strange time for all of us and our operation is temporarily suspended, 

but we have not forgotten our great Saturday volunteers. 

As you know, our building is closed to Service Users just now but we are not 

idle. We are making up food and toiletry parcels and through other agencies 

are delivering these to those who have been accommodated in "Hotels" and 

B & Bs. We take appropriate clothes to specific people and all receive a 

weekly £10 voucher to allow for little "Extras". This has proved very popular 

and can cover phone top ups or even just a weekly treat. 

Our individual support service has continued (by phone) and indeed is open 

to anyone irrespective of whether they are one of our clients or not. 

We don't know when we shall be able to open again but come the great day 

we'll be in touch. 

Thank you for your past support and we do hope that we can rely on you in 

better times.                                                                                 Gus Smeaton  
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BOOK CORNER 

I have been reading Julian Glover’s biography of the Scottish civil 
engineer, Thomas Telford, “A Man of Iron.” 

He was an only son, born in 1757 in Westerkirk in 
the Eskdale valley near Langholm. His father, a 
shepherd, died a few months after Thomas was 
born. His mother had to leave the tied cottage and 
live in poverty with some of her relations. He went 
to the local village school and I was amazed to 
discover how many of his school mates became 
famous and some remained friends all his life. He 
loved visiting the local library in a wealthy lady's 
house. Thomas never married. He seems to have 
been a workaholic. 

My paternal grandmother, Mary Telford, was descended from Thomas's 

cousin. I love discovering his canals, bridges, churches and manses. 

Most are still in use today. There is a church on Iona and another on the 

island of Ulva, off Mull. I don't go looking for his constructions but they 

pop up and surprise me all over Scotland and the UK! The book is 

interesting and informative.  

 

M Watt 
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The Boys’ Brigade 

5th Glasgow Company 

http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 

5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk 

COMPANY SECTION NEWS 

As many of you will be aware, the Company Section continued to meet 

"virtually" into July and now, after re-charging our batteries, we are ready 

to go again for the new session. Our first Parade night will be on Zoom 

on Friday 4th September 2020 at 7.30pm. 

While we will again, in the short term, be meeting "virtually" on a Friday 

night, we hope to be able to resume face-to-face activities sometime in 

the not too distant future. Rest assured, meeting on Zoom will not stop 

us offering the usual mix of fun, games, and classwork to the boys and 

any boys from P7 up to S6 are more than welcome to join us. Please do 

spread the word! 

Please remember, for additional news, you can also check out our 

informative website and, of course, watch out for our updates on Twitter, 

Facebook, and Instagram. 

STEDFAST 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘How many felt that the best part of an August day  
was often the evening?’  
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GUIDING AT ST JOHNS’ 

 

If you had told me 6 months ago I would be having Zoom meetings with 

Brownies, Guides and District Leader’s I would have said never!  It has 

its advantages I must say chats at home with Leaders not having to go 

out although I miss face to face chats is the disadvantage. 

As District Commissioner we have had our Division & District meetings 

by Zoom and I must say I think this is the way to continue, I never 

thought I would hear myself saying this!  

We have had Brownie Zoom meetings which were a great success, it 

meant we could all bring our pets to the chat! 

Both Brownie Pack’s and Guides are going to continue with Zoom 

meetings at least until October/November and give out activities and 

craft in advance to do on Friday and Tuesday Evenings.  Both Brownies 

start back on 4th September by Zoom and Guides on 8th September.  I 

must say the younger Leaders have had great ideas for virtual meetings 

and the Oldies will support with the paperwork!  Rainbows are looking at 

making up activity pack to send out to girls as they might be a bit young 

for Zooming! 

We will continue to support our Church Community. 

Eileen Wilson 

Brownie & Guide Leader  
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MORTON’S MEMORIES 

Readers will remember the series of memories that were published in The 
Beacon where older member Ken Morton reminisced about the early days of 
Kelvindale 

They tell of the history of your Kelvindale from the building of the first houses 
to its part in the Second World war and after. 

These individual stories have been brought together in a booklet which is 
available at a cost of £1. With Freda Gardner playing a big marketing role, 
over 100 of these booklets have already been taken. 

The booklets are for sale in the Mini Market. The Cutting Club is also 
promoting them enthusiastically with Stephen saying "This is a great wee 
book, I read it cover to cover, very interesting!". 

They cost £1, with Ken's wish that the proceeds go to the Fabric Fund. If you 
have difficulty order by phoning 357 0190.  
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IT'S QUIZ TIME!! 

Freda Says: 

Keep your mind active 

Answer these questions 

1) Name 2 Scottish islands beginning with B. 

2) Who painted Campbell soup tins? 

3) What did Mahatma Gandhi train to become? 

4) Who was the last prisoner to be held at Spandau? 

5) Name 2 Scottish towns beginning with A. 

6) Which Scottish mathematician invented logarithms? 

7) Who is the current Secretary General of the United Nations? 

8) Who wrote "The rose of all the world is not for me. Only the little white 

rose of Scotland"? 

9) What year did Nelson Mandela visit Scotland.? 

10) Who said "A winner is a dreamer who never gives up."? 

Answers next month.  
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LIFE AND WORK : SEPTEMBER 2020 

Cash After Coronavirus 

With many facing financial stress either during or following the lockdown, 

Jackie Macadam finds out how the church can help. 

Honouring Frankie 

Author Michaela Foster-Marsh tells of life growing up with her adopted 

brother, and how she founded a charity in his memory. 

Rewilding the Church 

Steve Aisthorpe reflects on a timely and challenging metaphor. 

A Crucial Connection 

In this month’s youth column, choral scholar Jack Harris looks at the 

relationship between music and faith. 

Augustinian Reflections 

In the continuing series celebrating 50 years of the Church of Scotland 

SRT, the Very Rev Dr Angus Morrison considers the thoughts and 

writing of Augustine on faith and science. 

Flexibility and Creativity 

The Moderator says the Church will have to hold on to the spirit of the 

last few months as it faces the challenge of reform. 

‘Keep Silence and Listen’ 

Ruth Harvey considers the importance of listening, demonstrated by the 

early Christians in Acts 15. 

Online 

Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive features, including 

Coronavirus Diaries from Church of Scotland mission partners across 

the world. You can also find us at facebook.com/lifeandwork or on 

Twitter @cofslifeandwork  

Subscribe online from £12, or download a digital copy for £1.99; return 

the form in the magazine or speak to your church’s Life and Work 

coordinator. 

  

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
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A SERMON FOR OUR TIME 

Recently I was sent a copy of a sermon preached last year by the 

Rev. Dr. Keith Clements, a distinguished Baptist theologian, 

authority on Dietrich Bonhoeffer and former General Secretary of the 

Conference of European Churches, on the 75th anniversary of the 

attempt to assassinate Hitler on July 20th 1944. It seems to me that 

Keith has some very important and interesting things to say. 

Though I realise that at 4000 words it is longer than most articles in 

the Beacon, I feel that they are words full of meaning for us today 

and the enforced on-line format grants us a little more freedom?! 

Keith has kindly given permission for it to be re-printed 

Bob Bradnock 

 

‘Dear friends 

It is an honour to be invited to address this Civic Service, and for 

that I am truly grateful. It is something of a challenge. You gather 

here as citizens of Bath and North-East Somerset, and among those 

elected and appointed to serve the public good of this area. You 

gather today to give thanks for all the blessings you enjoy in civic 

service here and to uphold in thought and prayer all who serve as 

Councillors and the who work as servants of the local authority for 

the community and its welfare. 

But no-one needs telling - I certainly don't - the at the present time in 

our country anyone addressing such a public gathering is engaging 

in a high risk operation! And it might well be asked what can minister 

of the church offer at this present time of division, anxiety and 

frustration. Well, the answer is straightforward: nothing, if it is a 

matter purely of his own mind and insight. But a preacher of the 

Christian gospel is not called to speak for him - or her- self. He or 

she invites people to give ear to what we find in Holy Scripture, and 

to the testimony of those saints and servants of faith who have gone 

before us, and in their own times and turmoils have wrought 
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guidance and encouragement for responsibility in their world and 

ours. I wonder, for example, whether as you heard our first reading 

this afternoon, from the Book of Isaiah, you felt an affinity with what 

the prophet was saying, evidently in a moment of frustration and 

exhaustion: "I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for 

nothing and vanity (Is 49:4) 

But we don't have to go back 26 or 27 centuries to hear words that 

may resonate similarly. Listen to this: 

Are we still of any use? We have been silent witnesses to evil 
deeds. We have become cunning and learned the arts of 
obfuscation and equivocal speech. Experience has rendered us 
suspicious of human beings, and often we have failed to speak to 
them a true and open word. Unbearable conflicts have worn us 
down or even made us cynical. Are we still of any use? We will not 
need geniuses, cynics, people who have contempt for others, or 
cunning tacticians, but simple, uncomplicated and honest human 
beings. "Will our inner strength to resist what has been forced on us 
have remained strong enough, and our honesty with ourselves blunt 
enough, to find our way back to simplicity and honesty?" 

"Are we still of any use?" You might be wondering which of our 

political figures in the thick of our national debates and controversies 

was baring his or her soul here. Or maybe even, some of you may 

feel, "I could say this too", having tried so long to serve the public 

good, and at times finding it a wearying and depressing business of 

"unbearable conflicts", in which honesty does not always come out 

on top, ending in a sense of failure and cynicism. If so, you are in 

good company. In fact, these words were written at Christmas 1942, 

by Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer. They are part of an essay he wrote to 

his close family and friends who like him were members of the 

German resistance network plotting to overthrow Hitler and put in 

place a non-Nazi government. In it, he is expressing the pressures 

and questions and doubts that involvement in the resistance had 

brought them. Quite apart from the continual fear of being 

discovered  and all that that would bring, there was the burden of 

being decent people yet having to keep low, to camouflage 

themselves, to pretend to be friends of the regime in order to be 
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close enough to the Serpent's head and strike when the right 

moment came. It is a piece of searing honesty, which asks: having 

learned to be conspirators in a Germany of lies, and where in order 

to stay alive you had to lie, will we be any good as leaders of a new, 

post-Hitler Germany, where public honesty and straight talking will 

be required? 

  

This service coincides with the 75th anniversary of the tragic 

culmination of that conspiracy in the attempted overthrow, 75 years 

ago, on 20th July 1944. Commemorations have been taking place in 

Germany, here n Britain and elsewhere in the world. All these years 

later, the courage of the men and women who took part in the 

conspiracy, and the sacrifice of the more than 200 who were brutally 

executed following its failure, still stands as a challenging and 

inspiring instance of civil responsibility. Extreme cases, it is said, 

make bad law. But they can also give us precious insights, just as 

the extreme pressures of volcanic eruptions and seismic shifts in the 

earth's crust can produce gemstones of everlasting beauty. At the 

ceremony in Germany Chancellor Angela Merkel highlighted 

message for today in a world where extreme racist and nationalist 

movements are astir again. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was just one of the resisters, though by now one 

of the most well-known, partly because he was a surprising figure to 

be involved in such a plot. A Lutheran pastor, a brilliant academic 

theologian, he had been a leading figure in the Confessing Church, 

that section of German Protestantism which resisted the church 

being taken over as an arm of the Nazi state. In 1939 he returned to 

Germany from the safety of temporary sojourn in the United States, 

saying that after the war that was now inevitable, he would have no 

right to take part in the rebuilding of Christian life in Germany if he 

had not shared the trials of his people during that war; Christians in 

Germany, he said,  were faced with the terrible alternative, either of 

praying for the defeat of their country so that Christian civilisation 

might survive, or of willing its victory which would mean the end of 

that civilisation. Back in wartime Germany, he went much further in 
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resistance than most pastors did, joining the actual political 

conspiracy to overthrow the regime, acting as a courier between the 

resisters in Germany, and churches and governments abroad, using 

his important ecumenical contacts. Already under suspicion by the 

Gestapo, he was arrested in 1943 and placed in a military prison in 

Berlin. After the failure of July 20 1944, he was under even greater 

suspicion. He was transferred to the Gestapo cellars in Berlin, then 

to Buchenwald concentration camp; and finally, with other last 

surviving members of the conspiracy was done to death at 

Flossenbürg execution camp on April 9 1945, barely a month before 

the war in Europe ended. 

The German resisters were, to say the least, a mixed bunch. There 

were military types like Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg who on July 

20 placed the ill-fated bomb in Hitler's headquarters; and high-

ranking civil servants like Hans von Dohnanyi, Bonhoeffer's brother-

in-law. There were Protestants and Catholics, and people of no 

particular religious faith. There were men and women. There were 

landowning aristocrats like Count Peter York von Wartenburg and 

James von Moltke and their wives Freya and Marion. There were 

idealistic diplomats like Adam von Trott. There were many lawyers 

(more lawyers than clergy in fact!); some social workers like Gertrud 

Staewen. There were academics, and office workers Some were 

socialists, some were conservatives and traditionalists–some even 

wanted to restore the monarchy, have a Kaiser again. In a Monty-

Pythonesque-moment, can you imagine, if they had succeeded and 

survived, and they had television, what their televised debates would 

have been like? But many were motivated by a vision of a truly non-

Nazi Germany and a Europe free from the nationalisms that had 

wrought such havoc in the past. It's moving to go to Flossenbürg, 

and stand in the execution yard where on that April morning in 1945 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer and six other conspirators were hanged, 

including Admiral Wilhelm Canaris who had been in charge of 

German Military Intelligence, where much of the conspiracy had 

been was secretly located. There's a rather touching story gone the 

rounds that Bonhoeffer's death was very dignified, and that after 

kneeling in prayer at the gallows his end ensued very quickly. It's 
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now known it was quite otherwise. The SS guards at Flossenbürg 

were the most sadistic of Hitler's minions; no pieties would have 

been allowed and the deaths of these seven were horribly 

prolonged. But more important for us, the simple memorial tablet in 

that yard states that these people gave their lives "for justice, 

freedom and human dignity": the very things which had been 

banished from Germany and which especially they were denied in 

their manner of dying. 

To stand before that spot at Flossenbürg, and read those words – 

"justice, freedom and human dignity" is moving and humbling. They 

are familiar words to us, and we might feel that still living as we do in 

a free and democratic society under the rule of law, they don't 

convey anything new to us. But standing there makes you realise 

that these were the core values which united this diverse company 

of people, and remaining true to these values cost them everything, 

even life itself. No mere lip-service, but literally a matter of life and 

death. So at Flossenbürg you feel you are standing on holy ground. 

Some of us would say that in recognising the ultimacy of these 

values we are face to face with God; or if you don't like the word 

"God", you can say we are up against what it means to be truly 

human, and what has to be the foundation of genuine human 

community at every level, from our most intimate and local spheres 

to the national and global level. It is a searching experience to stand 

there, because you can't help asking, "What is it that I really believe 

in, what would I be prepared to risk everything for?" That's the 

significance of July 20 1944. 

There's something more on that memorial stone: the chapter and 

verse number of a biblical text: 2 Timothy 1:7. I have to confess that 

although I'm a minister (a Baptist one at that) and therefore 

expected to know every verse of the Bible by heart I had to wait till I 

got back to my car where I had my Bible and look up 2 Timothy 1:7. 

It's where St Paul says: "God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, 

but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline". How 

apt, for all those who resisted, and those who died following July 20 

1944. Apt, because they did not give in to fear, to resignation at the 
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terror of the totalitarian state, its rank militarism, its racism, its false 

patriotism which was in fact idolatry of the nation. Indeed, they were 

prepared to be found guilty of what the state called "treason" but 

what in truth was the real love of their country, a country which had 

been so shamed.  

To live by a spirit not of cowardice, but of power, the power of love, 

and of self-discipline: is how do we respond to this in our time and 

place? And how far do those stark words, "for justice, freedom and 

human dignity" express our core values in Britain today? Or are we 

resigned to the inexorable slide away from community, towards a 

society run purely by economic self-interest; a society of isolated, 

self-centred individuals and a world of increasingly self-centred 

nationalisms? That is a way that leads to death, death either by 

loneliness or death by conflict. There are many calls today for our 

country to become more united, to move beyond the divisive and 

polarising polemics of the past three years. Who could disagree with 

that? But what is to be the basis of any real unity? "No new leader 

can unite the country now", ran the headline above one newspaper 

article this last week. Perhaps it is because we no longer 

really believe in unity any more, that we no longer appreciate what it 

costs; that we're making our particular group- and community-

loyalties, our own boxes, the be-all and end-all of our morality. 

Perhaps we should take up that term that St Paul uses in 2 Timothy, 

"self-discipline". We know what that must have meant for the 

conspirators, having to work determinedly, but always covertly, 

waiting patiently for the right moment. But it is a good word for us 

too. Doesn't true democracy always require self-discipline? How 

about the discipline of political leaders only making promises they 

fully intend to keep? And how about all of us honestly trying to 

understand the actual consequences, for others no less than 

ourselves, of what we wish for and vote for? That way, we might 

begin to understand more of what "unity" requires. 

Religion, it must be confessed, has often been a dark force here. 

Religious loyalty is prone  to blinkering us, investing our particular 

cause, our class, our race, our nation, our ideology–our box in 



19 

 

current jargon– with a kind of special divine significance, to be 

preserved at all costs, a sacred temple on its own, so entrenching 

division: instead of enabling us to think outside our particular 

box.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer challenged this tendency in the first weeks 

of the Nazi regime, in 1933, when he was asked by senior people in 

his church to prepare a position paper on the persecution of the 

Jews, which was just really beginning. In his paper he said three 

plain things. First, the church has an unconditional obligation to care 

for the victims of state-sponsored violence, whoever they are, Jews 

or whoever. Second, the church in the name of justice has a 

responsibility to question the state on its actions. Third, if all else 

fails, then it must be asked if the time has come, not just to bandage 

up the victims crushed beneath the wheel, but to put a spoke in the 

wheel of the state itself – the thought which eventually led him and 

others into conspiracy. That was quite remarkable given the intense 

nationalist, racial and religious group loyalties in Germany at the 

time. I believe that what Bonhoeffer wrote may well have been what 

inspired his older colleague, Pastor Martin  Niemöller, who was 

himself to endure eight years in concentration camp, to say in  his 

famous statement after the war : "First they came for the socialists, 

and I did not speak out– because I was not a socialist. Then they 

came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out–because I was 

not a trade unionist. Then they came for the Jews, and I did not 

speak out–because I was not a Jew. Then they came for me–and 

there was no one left to speak for me." 

  

The great heresy of our time is that our salvation–or, if you prefer, 

our security–lies in our separateness, our apartness, from other 

human beings, from other communities, from other nations. This is 

not to advocate a sameness, or uniformity of belief, or nationality, or 

culture. It is rather to assert that it is only by positively relating to one 

another as those who share a common humanity that we shall 

survive and thrive on this one planet to which we all belong. We are 

relational beings, who can only thrive in a relationship with others. 

One of Bonhoeffer's great mentors, the Swiss theologian Karl Barth, 
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spoke of truly human existence as "co-humanity". Or as the poet W. 

H. Auden said, "We must love one another, or die. That sounds a 

lofty, starry-eyed thing to say.  And it is true, that the challenge 

facing all of the major faiths is how we can dig into our traditions to 

find resources not for competitive impulses seeking domination and 

generating violence, but for living together in the one world we 

share. What is remarkable about Dietrich Bonhoeffer is that while he 

was deeply and passionately loyal to his Lutheran Christian faith 

centred on Jesus Christ as Saviour of the world, he did not use this 

to preach a Christian superiority, still less a nationalist Christian 

superiority. Instead, he saw following Christ as leading us to a new 

kind of love and solidarity embracing all humankind. Towards the 

end of his great book Discipleship he says: "In Christ's incarnation 

all of humanity regains the dignity of bearing the image of God. 

Whoever from now on attacks the least of people attacks 

God....Since we know ourselves to be accepted within the humanity 

of Jesus, our new humanity now also consists of bearing the 

troubles and sins of all others." 

We shall soon be singing William Blake's stirring words "Jerusalem", 

words committing us to build Jerusalem in our green and pleasant 

land. A lot of arguments are going on as to whether thus should now 

be our National Anthem – for the English nation at any rate. When 

you  sing it, you don't have to imagine you are a member of the 

Women's Institute, like my dear mother-in-law who was a voluntary 

county organiser of the WI in Derbyshire who could play 

"Jerusalem"  from memory on the piano, and probably did so in just 

about every village hall in the county. Nor do you have to pretend 

you're bursting your lungs at the Albert Hall on the Last Night of the 

Proms in a sea of Union Jacks. But you could bring to mind what the 

city of Jerusalem represents in the Bible.  Jerusalem in the Hebrew 

Bible was the place where God's glory dwelt, where the 

countenance divine really does shine on the people. 

And, therefore, for the Hebrew prophets it was a city that was called 

to be marked by the true godliness of justice and peace within its 

borders, and to be open to all the world which God loved. We've 

heard from the Book of Isaiah already. Dietrich Bonhoeffer's 
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favourite prophet was in fact Jeremiah. "Oh no", I reckon some of 

you will be thinking, "not that old pessimist, the Eeyore of the Old 

Testament!" Jeremiah in fact was a prophet of hope. What earned 

him his negative reputation was his determination to destroy false 

and illusory hopes for the sake of real hope. Indeed, he held out 

hope just when Jerusalem was falling into a hopeless situation, 

besieged by the forces of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, and 

about to fall. When the leaders of the people in despair went to 

Jeremiah and asked for a word from the Lord, his message was 

clear: if you want hope, if you want a future, you must practise 

justice, for God is a God of justice; "Act with justice and 

righteousness and deliver from the hand of the oppressor anyone 

who has been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the alien [the 

stranger, the foreigner], the orphan, and the widow, and shed no 

innocent blood in this place. ...Judge the cause of the poor and 

needy".  Moreover, he says, "Execute justice in the morning". That 

is, the first item on your agenda each day, not your prosperity or 

your prestige over other peoples, must be justice. A city indeed, 

where justice, freedom and human dignity are upheld and 

celebrated. A city, moreover, which witnesses to that openness and 

universality of God's salvation and peace for all peoples, a light to 

the nations, a salvation reaching to the end of the earth. The prophet 

who in our Isaiah reading complained about the futility of his labours, 

was answered by God not with a more comfortable task but a wider 

commission embracing the whole earth. 

That is Jerusalem, set in the world as an embodiment of peace and 

justice and a witness to peace in all the earth. There can be no 

escape from that, no exit from that, if you want hope for your future, 

that is what you must be. Whatever the outcome of the momentous 

deliberations of the next few months, there can be no exit from the 

divine calling for us as for all nations for justice and peace. There 

can be no exit from this world as it is, no exit from its tangled 

relationships and complexities. No exit from compassion for 

refugees and asylum seekers. No exit from the ongoing joint search 

for peace in the flashpoints of the world. No exit from sharing with 

our country's neighbours, searching for how to preserve life on our 
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planet for ourselves and future generations.  Like Jerusalem, we are 

inextricably part of that world. There is no freedom apart from that 

world. Real freedom, as Bonhoeffer knew and constantly taught, 

does not come by detaching ourselves from all relationships and 

obligations, and living in a kind of vacuum, but in meeting them in 

the freedom of the power of love. He himself was never so free as 

when in 1939 he made that decision to go back to Germany, with all 

its risks and dangers and the eventual suffering it entailed. Just as 

Jesus showed that true greatness is not the freedom to lord it over 

others, but the willingness to become the servants of others, "for the 

Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 

as a ransom for many." We are called to both a wider vision and a 

greater humility. 

"Are we still of any use?" On the personal level that question may 

well trouble each one of us, as we try to assess how successful or 

unsuccessful, we have been in our public service. Was it all worth it? 

The people we commemorate this weekend certainly knew that 

question. While the 20th July, was the actual anniversary date of the 

attempted coup, the 21st July, is also an especially significant date in 

the story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. For it was on this day that, in Tegel 

prison, he wrote what many of us would say was the most 

remarkable of all the many letters he secretly wrote in that prison 

cell, and smuggled out to his close friend Eberhard Bethge. He had 

heard the news that the coup attempt had been made, that it had 

failed, and that Hitler's revenge on the ringleaders was already being 

wreaked. As he contemplated the bitter fact of failure, and knowing 

what his own fate was very likely now to be he writes this very 

personal letter, reflecting on where his life has led him and what he 

has learnt from it. He regrets nothing, he says. 

".....I discovered, and am still discovering to this day, that one only 

learns to have faith by living in the full this worldliness of life. If one 

has completely renounced making something of oneself [–whether it 

be a saint, or a converted sinner or a church leader, a just or an 

unjust person, a sick or a healthy person–] then one throws oneself 

completely into the arms of God, and this is what I call this-
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worldliness, living fully in the midst of life's tasks, questions, 

successes and failures, experiences and perplexities–then one 

takes seriously no longer one's own sufferings but rather the 

suffering of God in the world. ....How should one become arrogant 

over successes or shaken by one's failures when one shares in 

God's suffering in the life of this world? " 

A wider vision and a deeper humility. Those humble enough to be 

the willing servants of others rather than of their own ambitions, 

forever worrying about themselves, will always be of use, perhaps in 

ways they cannot yet imagine;  just as those whom we 

commemorate today serve us 75 years on, still serve us by the 

example of their living by the spirit of power, of love and self-

discipline, in the service of justice, freedom and human dignity. May 

you who serve in leadership in this community, and of all you who 

live here, be inspired, strengthened and guided, by that same spirit, 

which thanks to the divine generosity is still alive and available to us 

all, and thereby know that you are indeed still  "of use". 

Amen.’ 
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