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Minister’s Letter 
  
Dear Friends, 
  
It’s been back to school for Sarah and our children, who are both in senior school now.  A 
flurry of activity and purchases.  Alex has had to learn the walking route to his new school, 
Hyndland, and Imogen has learned she can make it through a Duke of Edinburgh overnight 
excursion from Comrie to Callander without mishap – a different kind of walk.   
  
And me? What have I been learning? How painful a tooth can be. Two in fact: one upper 
left and the other lower right. Multiple visits to the dentist of late. You know it’s bad when 
you know the names of everyone who works at the practice. I go again tomorrow morning, 
and there are two dates in September.  Pain killers and antibiotics have their uses but can 
turn against you in the end.  My father used to say, ‘Better out than a tooth!’ About things 
other than teeth. But I fear it might come to that in the case of the lower right. We’ll see 
soon. 
  
Back to ‘back to school’ – it introduces the category: ‘back to X.’  Where X can be work, 
cafes, travel, stadium sports, church life, or what have you.  Like other churches and faith 
communities in the city, we have been following closely changes in government regulations 
and Church of Scotland guidance concerning the virus, choosing to err on the side of 
caution. Here allow me to thank our Clerk of Session, Graham, and Depute Clerk, Susan, for 
their unfailing good sense; Jim Tassel for his expert monitoring and interpretation of 
government and CoS announcements; Shaun Digges for pioneering the live-streaming of 
service from St John’s-Renfield; Cameron for his person and playing throughout; and to the 
teas and coffees team for enabling us to resume hospitality following services. 
  
May I continue by saying a word of thanks to the leaders of youth organisations that have 
continued their programmes, adapting to circumstances, over these many months.  May 
God guide and reward their preparations to resume their life and work live and in person 
again. 
  
As we return and resume, there are one or two further highlights I wish to share. The first is 
the return of Messy Church on Saturday 11 September from 4:15 – 6.30 in the Large Hall. 
The theme for this session is ‘Journeying and Reconnecting,’ and will feature a story and 
singing, arts and science, games and a shared meal – all the things that make Messy great. 
Care will be taken that the Church is a safe space for all. It will be led by Sarah Gillan, who 
has the exciting details inside this month’s Beacon. 
  
The second is  a new initiative called ‘Young at Art,’ and invites carers, family and friends to 
bring older loved ones or anyone who might enjoy an outing for coffee, art projects, live 
music and singing. It will be led by Sarah Gillan and Alison Craig, who say it’s Young at Art 
from Elvis to Jimmy Shand.  Details inside. 
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And we are looking for ways to resume our old favourites like the Pop-In Café and, dare I 
dream it, the Bonanza, or those parts of it amenable to online activity. 
  
Back to our life and work means back to visiting as well, and, as we give thanks for the 
opportunity to make visits, we are in prayer for all who wish to receive them and for all who 
have missed that basic human contact with the Church these many months. I will be 
working with our pastoral group to get round the houses, under every roof, to see you.      
  
From time to time I go back to a volume of poetry I enjoy and value, Revolutionary Patience, 
by Dorothee Sölle.  I am no expert, but find that the exercise of patience keeps spaces open, 
within us and among us, in which good things can happen. Her poem, ‘When he came,’ 
speaks more to participation than to patience, becoming part of the Jesus revolution. But 
perhaps taking the time to write the poem took patience. Here is part one: 
  

He needs you 
that’s all there is to it 

         without you he’s left hanging 
         goes up in dachau’s smoke 
         is sugar and spice in the baker’s hands 
         gets revalued in the next stock market crash 
         he’s consumed and blown away 
         used up 
         without you 
        
         Help him 
         that’s what faith is 
         he can’t bring it about 
         his kingdom 
         couldn’t then couldn’t later can’t now 
         not at any rate without you 
         and that is his irresistible appeal 
  
If you find yourself taking a deep breath after that I can relate to your experience, to use 
Seventies speak.  It is not unlike the breath you take to sing the hymn, ‘Sent by the Lord am 
I’ (250 in CH4).  
In response, I pray God grant us vision and vigour in these days of new opportunity and exp
ectation. 
 
Your friend, 
Stewart 
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Sunday Morning Changes 
 
We give thanks for the great work done by so many to get us to this point, and thank God 
for helping us through this far.  
 
That said, we will not be throwing caution to the wind, but will continue to exercise due 
diligence as we re-enter our space and renew our life and work as St John’s-Renfield 
Church. 
 
In line with The Scottish Government and Church of Scotland we have relaxed things slightly 
. 
Jim Tassell has once again been busy updating risk assessments and with Kirk Session 
approval we have made the following changes :- 

1. We retain building access via the side door and Session House entry to the 
Sanctuary. 

2. Check in arrangements in the large hall continue. A Test and Protect QR code 
system is now available . There will also be facility to have your name recorded by 
one of the welcome team if you do not wish to check in electronically. 

3. One side of the sanctuary, the lectern side will be made open for anyone to sit 
anywhere . Seat marker ribbons have been removed here . You may sit with your 
friends/family on this side but a 1 metre distance between each group would be 
preferred . 

4. The other side, the pulpit side, will continue to be ribbon marked and set aside for 
those who wish to retain a 2m exclusion zone.  

5. The black and yellow 2m distance floor markers have been removed please 
remain respectful of people’s space though . 

6. Tea and coffee are still firmly on the agenda as post worship fellowship. You will 
served from a trolley . You may sit at any table and in groups . Please dispose of 
your own cup and papers in bins situated at both exits of the large hall .  

7. Masks remain mandatory , unless exempt .Worship leaders and readers need not 
wear masks when speaking. Masks may be removed once seated for tea /coffee 
but must be worn again to exit building .  

8. Masked singing will be part of worship .  
9. Things may change week to week as guidelines we strictly adhere to change. The 

welcome team are there to keep you informed . 
10. Live steaming will continue for now .  

Please feel free to be in touch with the Leadership Team or your district Elder if you need 
clarification or wish to comment on any of the above proposals .   

The Leadership Team  

Stewart , Graham and Susan  
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Our Vision for the future – A note from the General Assembly 

As a member of the small band of members who look after the Church grounds, my main job over 
the years has been to cut back, prune or is it just bring under control many of the bushes, small 
trees and plants surrounding our building.  So, I felt quite at home in this year’s General Assembly 
(GA) when we discussed and approved much pruning and cutting back. 

In fact, I was at home for the GA and, in theory, could switch off when the same figures kept 
popping up.   

There were three particular reports that I wish to highlight although I will only cover the first two in 
this issue of the Beacon.  All three reports and conveners and many more conveners mentioned 
the Five Marks of Mission as part of the fellowship of Christ’s followers 

The Five Marks of Mission are:  
1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 
3. To respond to human need by loving service 
4. To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and pursue 
peace and reconciliation 
5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth. 
  
Another way of looking at this would be to ask: 
a. What is God’s mission in the world, and how are we to join in the mission of God, informed by 
our understanding and response to the Five Marks of Mission? 
b. How does each individual Christian in the Church see their role participating in this mission, 
recognising that this is not an abstract Church plan, it is God’s plan, and that each individual carries 
a responsibility for their part within God’s plan for God’s world and God’s Church today? 
Joined with that mission, together, we become the Church: enabled to love and to care as 
individuals, as a denomination, and as part of the Universal Church. 
The retiring Moderator, Martin Fair gave a very powerful address focussing particularly on the last 
three Marks. 
All conveners introduced their reports by making a video speech, each lasting about ten minutes, 
which could be viewed in advance and these are well worth watching. 
  
Another former Moderator, Derek Browning, presented a report on “governance” and the GA 
“Instructed Kirk Sessions to study his committee’s report, especially Section 2, and consider the 
questions raised as they apply to their own mission strategies, or as part of their process of 
developing mission strategies.”   This provides some searching questions for us all. 
  
The second report I would highlight is that of the Faith Impact Forum, (FIF) whose convener is 
another former Moderator, Susan Brown.  This focused on COP26, third world issues including 
availability of vaccines, listening to young peoples’ concerns and disinvestment from fossil fuel 
companies.   

Do we talk to or hear from young people in our congregation?  How are we going to engage with 
COP26? 

To be continued…..                                                             

Robin C Hutchison. 
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FOODBANK APPEAL 
 

WE THANK  EVERYONE WHO HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE 
FOODBANK AT ST GREGORY’S OVER THE PAST 18 MONTHS.   

 
During the summer donations however have slowed but Father 
Cameron has advised the need for assistance to obtain food hasn’t 
dropped and is in fact still rising. 
We are currently sending £300 per month in lieu of the food 
contributions the congregation would have made on the last Sunday 

of the month but this amount may have to be reduced unless contributions pick up.     
Contributions, suitable marked “Foodbank” can be sent into the Church Office, deposited in the 
collecting plate on a Sunday or handed to any of the Office Bearers on duty.               
Alternatively, you can set up a standing order direct to the Church’s account, 
Sorting Code 80-07-52,   
Account Number 00813139                         
remembering to put “Foodbank” as the reference.                    
 

 
 

Glasgow Street Pastors & Glasgow Presbytery  
                          Serving at COP 26 

                 (1-12 November 2021) 

 

During COP 26 Glasgow City Centre will be busy with guests from across the world attending the 
conference. Glasgow Street Pastors has been ‘listening, caring and helping’ on the streets of 
Glasgow for the past 12 years assisting individuals who become vulnerable or require assistance 
for a variety of reasons. The work is done by committed Christians, minimum age 18, from a wide 
range of church backgrounds, united in a desire to demonstrate the love and compassion of God in 
very practical acts of service.  

Volunteers from churches in the Glasgow Presbytery are invited to join with Street Pastors to 
provide an additional caring presence on the city streets. Working with experienced Street Pastors, 
you will have the opportunity to be involved in a two-hour afternoon patrol (1-3pm) or three-hour 
evening patrol. (8-11pm) 

An application form can be obtained from Glasgow@churchofscotland.org.uk.   

Your minister or church leader will be contacted for a brief comment in support of your 
application. 

A training day has been arranged on Saturday 2 October at Sandyford Henderson Memorial 
Church from 10:00-15:00. Attendance is essential. 

mailto:Glasgow@churchofscotland.org.uk
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HAVE YOU HEARD? 
  

There is a homestay programme www.humanhotel.com which is actively recruiting COP 
hosts who are able to accommodate individuals or families from 1st– 12thNovember.  Whilst 
there will be those for whom this is a step too far, or too soon, there may be folk who 
would like to sign up.  The website explains the Covid policy, about reasonable charges etc. 

* 

As we have been unable to hold any coffee mornings John McFadyen has some jam on offer 
for the usual donation of £2.50, to the church's current fundraising.  There are three 
varieties available: Raspberry, Rhubarb and Ginger plus Gooseberry/Rhubarb and 
Redcurrant. New flavours are coming soon.  If anyone would like some please contact John 
on (0141) 339 0234 or j.mcfadyen@thedale.net. 

* 

The Lodging House Mission is up and running with almost all activities back in play, though 
the weekend operation is not open yet. Volunteers are sought. 

  

Refugees At Home  are urgently looking for hosts in Glasgow at the moment to host 
destitute asylum seekers. Refugees at Home is a fabulous hosting organisation providing 
extensive support for hosts to participate. 

  

INSIDE SEPTEMBER LIFE & WORK 

FORWARD IN FAITH 
New Guild partner projects 

 
'GOD HAS BEEN GUIDING ME' 

The faith and work of a Dundee-based Parish Nurse 
 

'GOD HAS NOT GROWN TIRED OF US' 
New book on mission in Scotland 

 
'A PHONE CALL CAN MEAN A LOT' 

Impact of Covid-19 on mental health 
 

….and much more over 52 pages 

 
  

http://www.humanhotel.com/
mailto:j.mcfadyen@thedale.net
https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//www.refugeesathome.org/&g=N2Y3ZGE4MDQxNmNjNzk2ZA==&h=MDA4NmEyNzA1N2E0ZTQ0NzkyOWZhYzhiNzIzOWJiMzI3ODk4MmM4NTQzODMyY2JmYmJjYTM3MDA0ZTc0MDBlZA==&p=YXAzOmNvczphdmFuYW46bzpmNmZkZGVkM2M4OGMwZDNmMjlmYTBhZDlkOWFlZjkxNjp2MQ==
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The Boys’ Brigade 
5th Glasgow Company 

http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 
5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMPANY SECTION NEWS 

During our summer break, the Company Section boys enjoyed a couple of sessions at the 
Pinkston Watersports Centre in Glasgow where we participated in some paddlesports, 
canoeing, and whitewater tubing. It was great to see the boys over the summer and keep in 
touch. We think they all survived the whitewater tubing......just! As we go to press, we also 
have some wakeboarding planned at Pinkston. The plan is to continue with these 
adventurous activities throughout the upcoming session! 
 
After re-charging our batteries, we are ready to go again for the new session. Our first 
Parade night will be on Friday 3rd September 2021 at 7.30pm. Exact details are currently 
being finalised, and we will be in touch with the boys soon. However, we are always very 
welcome to receive new members, therefore please keep watching our social media feeds 
for more information in the coming days. 
 
We look forward to offering the usual mix of fun, games, and classwork and any boys from 
P7 up to S6 are more than welcome to join us. Please do spread the word! 

 
 

STEDFAST 
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SUNDAY CLUB NEWS 
 

Hello everyone! Hope you have all had a great summer and are 
enjoying the slow easing of restrictions. It’s wonderful that the 
church is now able to welcome everyone back and we are 
hoping to be able to start Sunday Club again at the beginning 
of September. We are returning on the 5th of September.  

We hope to see familiar faces and new ones too.. If you have 
any friends aged between 3 and 11 years old that would like to 
have some fun on a Sunday morning, please bring them along!! 
After meeting in the Brotheron Hall, we join the congregation 
in church for the beginning of the service and then back to the Brotherton for a mix of 
stories, chats, games, activities and crafts! 

If anyone is interested in helping with Sunday Club, in whatever capacity 
and even if for just a few sessions, please let us know!  

 We are excited to see you all very soon. 

Sunday Club Team 

 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP RETURNS 
The Youth Group will restart for a new session on Sunday 5th September at 7pm. All young 
people of senior school age are very welcome. We hope to welcome new members as well 
as our old members returning. 
The first meeting will be on Zoom but we hope to return to meeting in person on Sunday 12 
September if the local Covid situation allows. 
Please contact Laura Calder laura.calder@sky.com or 07740 594789 for more details and 
the Zoom link.  

Nick Calder  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:laura.calder@sky.com
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Hello Children, 

 
I hope you had a nice summer. I want you to draw me a picture of your 
favourite summer activity. That can be going to the beach or playing in 
your garden. It is entirely up to you. Your only rules are there have to 
be no pen or paper used. 

How I hear you ask? It will be a picture made up of all things natural 
and drawn outside. You could use sticks and stones, leaves or fallen 
flowers. Whatever you find lying around your garden. You can use 
chalk to give it that splash of colour. Happy hunting and creating. 

Take care one and all, Beacon Butterfly x 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is my favourite place for inspiration. 
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GUIDING AT SJR 
 
 
We hope to start Face to Face Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers in September: 
 
Rainbows (5-7 years) in Brotherton Hall start on Monday 6th September at 6.15pm 
Brownies (7- 10 years) in Church Hall start on Friday 3rd September at 6.00pm 
Brownies 7-10 years) in Brotherton Hall start on Friday 3rd September at 6.15pm 
Guides  (10-14 years) in Brotherton Hall start on Tuesday 7th September at 7.00pm 
Rangers (14-26 years) in Brotherton Hall start on Tuesday 7th September at 7.00pm  
 
Some Leaders have said they will perhaps have Unit meetings every 2 weeks until we  
see how things progress while Covid is still around, we will keep you posted on this. 
 
It will be great to see he girls after 18 months of ZOOM ! 
 
Thanks to all the Leaders who helped with Zoom. 
 
 
Eileen Wilson 
District Commissioner 
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Moyra Has Left The Building 

  
Our church secretary for the last ten years, Moyra Sleight left us at the end of May for 
retirement and more time with her growing family 

Appropriately, her service to the congregation was marked on the month’s final Sunday. 

Minister Stewart, having pointed to Moyra’s youthful roots within St John’s Renfield, living 
in Leicester Avenue and teaching in the beginners Sunday School, recalled how they had 
connected around the vacancy. Indeed, he had been warned of her important role in the 
congregation when talk of St John’s Renfield first came up. 

“I was in town at the Wild Olive café with Roger Sturrock of Wellington Church”. Roger 
emphasised, ‘You want to be talking with Moyra, she keeps us all right.” 

In due course Stewart found himself preaching at Bearsden Cross Parish Church with an 
incognito vacancy committee from SJR in the pews. “There you were too, as a member of 
that congregation. If you had been against me, I never would have made it.” 

Summing up the thoughts of the congregation Stewart said, “Moyra, we are so grateful – it 
is beyond words. Whenever anyone has ever spoken of you, it’s always in the superlative 
and with such thanksgiving and joy. 

“They haven’t cried out all their tears but they know there is a time to enter into one’s own 
liberation. Now, with grandson Cameron to be baby sat, we wish you God’s love and joy on 
your family,” 

Through the generosity of both congregation and organisations, we were able to present 
Moyra with a silver Ortak St. John’s cross , a substantial cheque plus a bouquet as a token of 
our appreciation of her faithful service to our church. 

Session Clerk Graham Moore made the presentation to Moyra. He said, “On behalf of the 
congregation, all the youth organisations, all the office bearers, we cannot speak more 
highly enough of you; for all your professional dedication and the contribution you have 
made to the life and work of the congregation over the last ten years. We very much 
appreciate it.”  

Moyra replied, “It has been an absolute joy. I have  
met lovely people here; I hope the person following  
will have that experience as well.”  
 

Further pics are to be found in an appendix at the  
end of this edition 
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Meet Our New Admin Assistant 

 
Hello to the fabulous folk of St.John’s-Renfield!  My name is  
Cathy Allan and I’m delighted to be the new Admin Assistant.  
To some of you, I’m already a familiar face.  I’ve enjoyed many  
a bacon roll at the coffee mornings, helped to organize Super  
JRs, been married in the church and had my children baptized 
 here too.   Moyra has kindly returned to help me get started  
so I hope to be off and running quickly.  
 
The new office hours are Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9.30am 
to 12.30 p.m.   Unfortunately unannounced visits to the office are not allowed until all Covid 
restrictions are lifted but I’d be delighted to take your phone calls.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coming soon – Afternoon Tea Dances 
 
We are hoping, Covid allowing, to start community “Tea Dances” on the last Wednesday of 
each month from 2 pm till 4 pm, hosted by all round entertainer Gordon Cree. This will take 
place in our Large Hall.  Dancers, listeners and spectators are all welcome.  The cost is £5 
per person including tea/coffee and biscuits.  Please pass this on to anyone you think may 
be interested. Remember the dates:- 
Wednesdays: Sept. 29th | Oct. 27th | Nov. 24th  and get your dancing shoes ready!! 
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THINGS HAPPENING 
  
As the world begins to reopen, we are excited to share two initiatives designed to help our 
family friends in the community get back out into the world and experience some social 
time with others in a safe and understanding space. No church connection is required for 
either of these events. You will be warmly welcomed! 
  
The first is the return of Messy Church! This is a family event that will be taking place 
on Saturday, the 11th of September from 4:15-6:30 in the Large Hall at St. John’s-Renfield. 
Messy Church opens with a story and songs, and leads to some fun art, crafts, science 
experiments and games on a theme. The theme for this session is “Journey and 
Reconnecting.” The evening ends with a super yummy meal for the whole family. We will be 
asking adults and those over 12 who are moving to wear masks. Once seated and/or eating, 
masks can be removed. In the past we encouraged people to show up on the day, but to 
help with planning and to keep everyone safe, we are asking that you pre-register. You can 
email: sarah.gillan@hotmail.com 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second initiative is “Young at Art,” from Elvis to Jimmy Shand, and will take place in 
the Large Hall on Saturday, the 18th of September from 10:30-12:00. This event is designed 
to provide a safe and welcoming space for carers and friends/family to bring older loved 
ones or those who might enjoy an outing with a coffee, some art and craft and live music 
featuring recognisable tunes that we hope will bring joy and comfort to those who come 
along. You can expect to hear some old favourites like, “Oh When the Saints,” “Can’t Help 
Falling in Love,” “Moon River,” and more. We will ask you to mask at least until seated and 
will ensure that each party is socially distanced. Individual packs will be provided for the art 
projects. If you are interested or have any questions, please feel free to 
contact: sarah.gillan@hotmail.com or alisoncraig40@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sarah.gillan@hotmail.com
mailto:sarah.gillan@hotmail.com
mailto:alisoncraig40@hotmail.com
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Promoting Activities & Events at SJR 
  
As things begin to cautiously open up and we hear more positive news of our groups and 
activities restarting, we thought it was a good time to remind those organising events, 
groups and activities of the ways you can let people in the church and wider community 
know what’s going on and encourage them to join in.  We currently have 3 main ways we 
can ‘advertise’ our activities – The Beacon, our website and through our social media 
channels (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram).  Each reaches a slightly different audience (we 
all have our preferences!) and the social media channels in particular have a wide reach, 
can provide the most current information and have the ability for people to share posts 
widely – particularly good for encouraging non-members to get involved. 
  
To promote your group/event/activity on our digital platforms (social media and website), 
simply email the details to office@sjrchurch.com  and we’ll do the rest. 
  
To promote your group/event/activity in The Beacon, email your contribution as usual 
to alan932@googlemail.com  The deadline for the next edition is always shown on the final 
page of The Beacon.  
  
The Digital Team 
 
 
 
 

YOU EMAIL THE BEACON 

  

I am sure I am not the only one who would like to express sincere thanks to the editor and 
members of the Beacon Committee for all for the work you have done with the Beacon over 
many months. 

The Beacon has kept us in touch with things that were happening in the congregation, 
challenges for the children, interesting, thought provoking and sometimes amusing articles 
which have given us a smile – in other words, a feeling of being together when we were 
apart. Thanks also to everyone who has sent in contributions and news. I hope you have all 
enjoyed your ‘holiday’ and thank you for once again coming together to give us our Beacon. 

Eleanor Murphy 

 
  

mailto:office@sjrchurch.com
mailto:alan932@googlemail.com
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You may have noticed when you go into a cafe or restaurant that you can register 
with a QR code instead of having to give your name and contact details. Although 
some chains have their own systems, the Scottish Government's Test and Protect is 
the one that the Church of Scotland is encouraging congregations to use. We have 
registered with it. Now when you visit the church you will find notices that have the 
QR code on it. The Brotherton Hall is registered separately. 

All you need to do is to download the app to your phone and register once on it. 
Then just open up the app and point your phone's camera at the code. It's a lot less 
bother and you can log in anywhere in Scotland that is on the scheme. 

So please log in any time that you visit the church. The facility is for everyone 
including visitors, adult members of organisations and choirs at any time in the 
week, not just Sunday mornings. You don't need to do anything more. 

If you would like more information, or just a bit of help setting up your phone, please 
catch any of the welcome team after the service on Sunday morning. 

But there is one key thing to remember - log out when you leave! It makes you less 
likely to get "pinged" than if you let it run on to the automatic log-out at midnight. 
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John MacMillan had been unable to meet his sister Jean, who lives near 
Inverness, for about fourteen months due to the Covid pandemic. 

However, the easing of restrictions allowed the pair to meet in July and 
undertake a trip of family reminiscence in highland Perthshire. 

 

A TRIP OF A LIFETIME - A GOOD IDEA - 

 

Jean had come to Glasgow a few days earlier and we set off on our adventure mid-morning. 
After a light lunch. we drove to Muthill for a photo of Oak Tree Cottage, the house in which 
we were both born, 17 months apart. 

On through Crieff and the Sma’ Glen to Amulree, where we took a quick look at Glen 
Quaich, where our mother was born. Our journey continued by Aberfeldy to our Kenmore 
hotel base..  

Before dinner we drove to Keltneyburn, where we used to catch the bus to Fortingall 
Primary School, then Breadalbane Academy, Aberfeldy. Before she was married, our 
mother was the sub-postmistress and lived in Keltneyburn with her two sisters, our Auntie 
Kate and Auntie Jean. Auntie Jean had worked as a nurse and Auntie Kate was our first 
teacher at Fortingall Primary School. We then drove to Inchgarth, where we lived in the 
cottage from 1939 until 1950. The day was concluded with the short journey to Fearnan 
passed the house in which our parents lived in their later years.  

On Friday, we decided to head for Glen Lyon. After Fortingall, the road turns northwards for 
a mile or two and then continues westwards for about thirty miles, on the right side of the 
River Lyon to Lubreoch Dam at the top of the glen. In 1955 and 1956,, having completed my 
National Service, I worked at Lubreoch during the construction of the Loch Lyon Dam,, 
firstly as a chainman, assisting the civil engineers as they took measurements with 
theodolites. Then, employed as a fork-lift driver unloading pallets of Blue Circle cement 
from lorries which had been driven from Grangemouth. I stacked the loaded pallets in neat 
formation in the cement shed, then as required, I delivered a pallet, with 18 one 
hundredweight bags of cement to the two men who fed the hopper leading to the cement 
mixer. Working outdoors, I remember 1956 as a summer with wall-to-wall sunshine. . In 
1956, a friend and colleague nagged me to get a 'proper job' and I decided to leave the 
peace of Glen Lyon and pursue a more hectic lifestyle with the City of Glasgow Police Force.  

The road from Lubreoch to Killin is still open but the part over the hill is in dreadful 
condition, no doubt due to water damage and neglect over the years. I was grateful that I 
was able to drive my new car around most of the numerous potholes. 

On reaching the level road in Glen Lochay, the surface was much improved. It is always a 
pleasure to see the Falls of Dochart at Killin where we lunched. We then chose the less-used 
but scenic road on the south side of Loch Tay to Kenmore and continued to Strathtay to visit 
the grave of our parents. 
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From there, we by-passed Pitlochry and took the road to Strathtummel., from which we 
enjoyed lovely views of Loch Tummel. At Tummel Bridge, we took the road to Aberfeldy and 
stopped at Glengoulandie, where our grandfather and family used to live. It is now a 
thriving complex of a camping and caravan park plus, lodges and a deer farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our target on Saturday morning was Rannoch Station, about thirty miles from Kenmore. As 
we drove over the hilly, unfenced road towards Kinloch Rannoch, many sheep and lambs 
were grazing on the road verges. We then drove along the south side of Loch Rannoch, with 
beautiful views and at the end of the loch we turned left towards Rannoch Station.  

After leaving school in 1951 and before my National Service, I worked for a few months at 
Bridge of Gaur (just short of Rannoch Station) during the construction of the hydro-electric 
dam. I did the same type of, chainman job, as I later carried out in Glen Lyon. As the road 
ended and the West Highland railway line passed by, Rannoch Station was reasonably lively. 
Our great grandfather, his wife and family of eleven children, lived at a place called The 
Cruach, four miles west of Rannoch Station. 

The road down the north side of Loch Rannoch is much more surrounded with foliage than 
the other side. In breaks in the trees, there were some excellent views of Schiehallion. We 
had hoped to drive to Urlar, where my father was born but the access road has been 
privatised.  

As a fitting end to our wee holiday, we met Jean's daughter Linda for lunch in Pitlochry. 
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Life and Work: 

The Magazine of the Church of Scotland 

If there is one individual who can be said to have shaped the Church of Scotland of the 20th 
century, it is probably the minister and theologian Archibald Charteris (1835-1908). Charteris, 
Moderator of the General Assembly in 1892, was instrumental in the founding of the Guild, 
restoring the office of Deaconess in the Church, and helping to establish the national social care 
initiative that would evolve into the Social Care Council (CrossReach). And in amongst all that, he 
found time to start a magazine. 

Charteris, and his Committee on Christian Life and Work, identified that there was a demand for a 
distinctively Scottish Christian magazine for ministers to circulate in their parishes, complaining 
that the many English publications were ‘very nearly unintelligible to the untravelled Scot’. The 
General Assembly of May 1878 was persuaded, and eight months later Life and Work was born. 
Later editors would recall that the new publication faced scepticism and even ridicule from 
elements of the Church establishment but, distributed through the parish churches with a 
supplement for local news, Life and Work quickly became part of the furniture and - with the 
exception of a two-month break because of a printer’s strike in 1959 – it has published monthly 
ever since. 

Typically, Charteris handed over the editorship and moved on to his next project after a year, but 
by then he had established the template that in many ways remains to this day: news of the 
Church at local, national and international level, commentary on the key issues of the day from a 
Scottish Christian perspective, spiritual guidance and Bible study, interviews and profiles of key 
figures within the Church. 

With the editor answerable only to the General Assembly for the content of the magazine, Life and 
Work has never been a conventional ‘in-house’ publication or the mouthpiece of the Church 
hierarchy. Instead, it has been positioned as a critical friend: always wanting the best for the 
organisation, but free to publish negative opinion or to stray outside the official line. With the 
coming of the internet it moved online. You can now also read the whole magazine in digital form. 

However you choose to read, Life and Work remains an essential news source and platform for 
discussion for the whole Church. 
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POEM 
 

LIVE LAUGH LOVE 

Seagulls laugh flying in the sky 
Soft cooing song, a woodpigeon 
Train chugs along railway track 
Camp beneath solid oak tree. 
 
Mindful walk by colourful tents 
Bright yellow Campervan over there 
Bacon on grill fills morning air 
Gloriously warm sunshine. 
 
Sitting out in free time 
Summer shorts, deckchairs 
Like old friends together again, after 
Hard rain this year. 

Jane Finnie 
 

WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH 
 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

Thursday 2nd Toddlers returns to the Main Hall 
Friday 3rd Company Section of the BB returns from 7.30 pm. 

 
Brownies return from 6.00 pm. 

Sunday 5th Sunday Club returns at 11 am in the Brotherton Hall 
 
Youth Club returns  at 7pm.  First meeting via Zoom 

Monday 6th Rainbows return to the Brotherton Hall at 6.15 pm 
Tuesday 7th Guides and Rangers return at 7pm 
Saturday 11th Messy Church at the Main Hall 

4.15 to 6.30 pm. 
Saturday 18th Young at Art 

10.30 am to 12 noon. 
Wednesday 
29th 

Tea Dance 
2.00 to 4.00 pm. 
£5 entry with entertainer Gordon Cree 

 
Please note:  Events are subject to change following any new Covid guidance. 
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More Photos of Moyra’s Farewell 
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OFFICE BEARERS 

 

Minister 
Rev. Dr. D. Stewart Gillan 

26 Leicester Avenue 
G12 0LU 

Tel: 339 4637 
stewart.gillan@outlook.com 

 
Session Clerk 
Graham Moore 

80 Ashburton Road 
G12 0LZ 

Tel: 576 0806 
edward.moore2@ntlworld.com 

Assistant Session Clerk 
Susan Finnigan 

183 Cleveden Road 
G12 0JY 

Tel: 357 1083 
sfinnigan183@gmail.com 

Editor of Beacon 
Alan Christie 

21 Hertford Avenue 
G12 0LG 

Tel: 339 7883 
alan932@googlemail.com 

Material for the September Beacon is required by  

Friday September 17th midnight 
The Church Office is appointment only due to current restrictions.  

Tel: 334 0782 

Email: office@sjrchurch.com 

www.sjrchurch.com 

Follow us on social media 
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