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Dear Friends, 

It must be the prolongation of this ‘time of the virus’ that has brought it on. 

A sense of trudging, of momentum being harder to sustain, or even to 

generate. But somewhere beneath this drudgerific surface reality there 

has been a certain resistance to trudging building within me.  Not that I 

wish to fly, exactly, just to walk faster again.     

And so it was that I had a waking dream of Sisyphus  the other day. Odd, 

but there it is. That mythological King of Corinth, so the story goes,  

cursed by Zeus eternally to roll a stone up a hill in Hades, only to see it 

roll back down again each time, to the bottom of the hill. Gathering 

himself to repeat his exertions day after day. To no apparent end. Forever 

getting nowhere. In Tartarus, the basement of Hades! He’s been at it for 

centuries now, millennia in fact, trying to get that stone to the top, so he 

can then roll it down the other side of the mountain. This to satisfy an 

angry and capricious Zeus, in whose romantic liaisons with earthlings 

Sisyphus had meddled. Sisyphus who had, we should note, got himself 

out of Hades once or twice before. But this time it was worse, far worse.  

In my dwam, Sisyphus finds a way to get out of it. To get the stone up the 

hill so it stays there. And then to roll it down the other side. So to get out 

of Hades. What I saw was: the stone begins to break up. It can’t take it 

any more. After all these centuries, day in, day out, cracks begin to 

appear on its surface. Then, after the whole surface is covered in cracks, 

the stone begins to shed pieces: some pieces thin and curved like the 

outer shape of the more round parts of the stone, others pieces just 

fragments. Sisyphus marks carefully where each piece falls and carries it 

to the top of the hill, where he begins to build a cairn. Day after day he 

keeps at it, rolling the stone up the hill, watching it roll back down again. It 

takes time, but eventually the stone, reduced, rolls back down the hill and 

breaks in two, one piece larger than the other. Sisyphus carries them one 

at a time to the top. He places the smaller piece on the top of the cairn, 

and rolls the larger piece down the other side of the hill, fulfilling the 

requirement for release from Hades. The cairn standing witness to his 

victory.  
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I would love to say that the stone is the virus, but how silly! Nor is my wee 

dwam a panacea. Nor anything at all really. Except a sign of longing for it 

all to be over. And of hope that we will get through this ‘time of the virus.’  

One mark of the time of the virus has been controversy and conflict 

between those who favour the imposition of greater restrictions in areas of 

highest incidence, respecting the resurgent power of the virus to infect us, 

and those who favour our need to keep our economy going and some 

semblance of social life. In this, the fact that we are differently vulnerable 

to the virus continues to play its part. Those of us in higher risk categories 

are more apt, are we not, to see the sense in maintaining a level of 

restrictions in keeping with the threat posed to us. Those in lower risk 

categories consider that they will be able to kick any infection and so wish 

to get on with a lower level of restrictions. This is understandable, but it is 

also of concern. And the very definition of a space wherein our values 

meet policy-making.   

We continue to pray for guidance, for ourselves as members of society 

and for our leaders – each one of us tasked with making decisions that 

are wise, with an eye on our own needs and on those of others, day by 

day.  Those charged with duties of care and leadership need our prayers 

as much as do those who have been bereaved at this time. Some of them 

the very same people, of course. 

I leave you with the words of the Psalmist, not least because it gives me 

words to express my hope, against any fear, that God is with us through 

this time, day by day: 

‘God is our refuge and our strength, an ever-present help in time of 

trouble. Therefore we will not fear.’  Psalm 46:1,2a 

Your friend, 

Stewart 

PARISH RECORDS 

Bob Paris passed on 18 October 

Funeral and Memorial Services 

“Nothing can separate us from the love of God” 

On 26 October, Robert Duff (Wellington) 
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FAREWELL MATT 

Our probationary minister Matt Ritchie 
said his farewell to St John's-Renfield 
Church on Communion Sunday 4th 
October, having to work doubly hard 
leading us in worship at both the 10 
o'clock and midday communion 
services. 

After the opening devotions and prayer, 
Stewart paid tribute to the work Matt had 
done while with us over the past 16 
months, from conducting services, 
working with the Youth Group, visiting 
the sick/housebound, meeting with 
families of the bereaved and conducting 
funerals. He has been actively involved 
in both the Kirk Session and the Local 
Church Review. 

At the start of his probation in June 2019 Matt had to choose a project 
and he couldn't have chosen a better one for us than conducting a review 
of our website and online activities. How invaluable this has turned out 
over the past six months. 

Stewart thanked Matt for the inspiration he had provided to him over this 
period. 

Our Session Clerk, Graham Moore, was then asked to make the 
presentation to Matt on behalf of the congregation. 

Graham opened by quoting a text from the Bible  

Proverbs 16:3 “Commit to the Lord whatever you do and your plans will 
succeed”. 

Graham then thanked Matt on behalf of the whole Congregation of St 
John's-Renfield for his contribution to the life of our Church here in 
Kelvindale over the past 16 months. 
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He also mentioned what a pleasure it has been for everyone in the 
Leadership Team to work closely with him during this time and while Matt 
was learning about the practicalities of being a minister the leadership 
team had greatly appreciated his input, especially in relation to our online 
presence and in particular the recorded services on a Sunday. 

On behalf of the Congregation he wished Matt and his family joy and 
happiness for the future and hoped that Matt found a charge that met his 
aspirations. 

Graham invited Matt to accept the gifts from the Congregation, in 
appreciation for everything he has done for us. 

Due to Covid restrictions we couldn't physically present the gifts to Matt 
and his wife, Tash, so Matt was asked to uplift the basket of flowers and 
present them to Tash along with a gift bag containing presents for their 
children Adam and Sarah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Matt opened his boxed gift Graham said he hoped that this gift would 
remind him of his time with us, a St John's Cross from Iona.  

Matt was also given a cheque. 

Graham finished by quoting another text 

Proverbs 3: 1-4 

My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my 
commandments, for length of days and years of life and peace they will 
add to you. 

Let not the steadfast love and faihfulness forsake you: bind them around 
your neck: write them on the tablet of your heart. 
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So you will find favour and good success in the sight of God and man. 

Matt responded by thanking us for these most generous gifts and for 
making him so welcome during his time with us. The cross would be a 
constant reminder of the happy time he has spent in our midst. 

He thanked Stewart for his guidance, the Kirk Session and everyone in 
the congregation for helping him develop while working with us. 

Matt was pleased to advise that he would be taking up a locum position at 
Bishopbriggs, Kenmure Church, the following day. 

As a foot note it was announced on Sunday 11th October that Matt would 
be preaching as sole nominee on Sunday 1st November and Stewart 
hoped that everyone would keep Matt in their thoughts and prayers during 
this time. 
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KEEPING SJR SAFE 

One of us was recently in a shop and heard a message played over 

the sound system, it said: 

‘We have worked hard to put measures in place to keep you feel safe 

in store but if you see something you think we could do better in 

please speak to staff or email’  

It led us to think: if only we could play such a message in church to 

the congregation.  

We too have worked hard to make attending worship safe, but, if you 

attend/have attended since reopening and have seen or experienced 

something you think could be done better or differently, please do let 

us know right away. 

You can speak to any of us in person or email: 

office@sjrchurch.com 

We welcome feedback and will carefully consider any suggestions 

made. Many thanks, 

Stewart, Graham, Susan and 

Jim (H&S Advisor) 

 

mailto:office@sjrchurch.com
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The team has also requested we include again the LHM article from the 

October Beacon as a reminder to folks to send monetary donations in lieu 

of our usual Harvest Service dry goods. 

WE ARE THINKING ABOUT YOU! 
Over the last few months Pastoral Care has been contacting, 
encouraging, consoling and doorstep visiting those members and friends 
going through these difficult times. 

We have kept in touch with cards and telephone calls from our regular 
visitors and also directly where no visitors have been appointed.   

We have sent out many more cards than usual to those who have been 
unwell or bereaved or, we felt, just needed a little hello and these have 
been welcomed at a time when direct contact is difficult. 

We are also taking this opportunity to thank all our volunteer visitors for 
keeping in touch with those members, helping them to feel less isolated. 
Your telephone calls, cards etc. are much appreciated. 

If anyone is unwell, feeling lonely or isolated or having a difficult time 
please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

We send our love to all our Church family – keep safe and well. 

Sandra and Eleanor 
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“THERE’LL BE TROUBLE AHEAD” 

“Review of Giving” packs will shortly be dropping into your email inbox or 

letterbox but the Finance Committee felt you should be made aware of 

the Church's current financial situation now so you can take time to 

consider your response to this year's review. 

At the beginning of the year we budgeted for a deficit of £21,650. While in 

previous years similar deficits have been predicted they have, fortunately, 

never been fully realised due to increased giving but mainly because of 

legacies. 

This year, however, COVID has struck and we have lost nearly all our 

rental income (some £10,000) as well as our weekly cash and coffee 

income. We have managed to reduce expenditure by employing a cleaner 

rather than having a full time Church Officer but at the present time we 

are still looking at a deficit of around £21,000. 

The situation in relation to COVID looks like affecting us for the 

foreseeable future as it will be some time before choirs and other external 

groups can meet again, giving us rental income, so next year's budget 

will, more than likely, be projecting another deficit in excess of £20,000. 

In addition, our regular fundraising from Bonanza and Coffee Mornings, 

which brings in around £10,000 per year for projects, is also on hold until 

the pandemic eases. 

Looking to 2021 we therefore need your support to try and at least cover 

our costs and we ask that you consider increasing your giving to the 

Church, if at all possible. We are aware that for some members life is 

more challenging just now and that could mean your income has reduced, 

thus affecting the amount you are able to contribute. If, however, you are 

able to give a little more every week to the Church this could make a 

significant difference to our financial position. 

2 CORINTHIANS 9:7 Each man should give what he has decided in his 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. 

The Finance Committee 
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CHRISTMAS APPROACHES 

Unfortunately due to Covid. we will all no doubt be starting to wonder how 
we are going to do our Christmas Shopping However, worry no more! 

The Essential Gift Scheme for the Centre for the Rehabilitation of the 
paralysed could be an answer! 

A lot of us are at the stage where we rack our brains wondering what to 
buy for relatives and friends who have "everything"! 

If the above suggestion helps your dilemma please telephone  
Elizabeth Arthur 339 4273. 

Be assured you would be helping very grateful patients in the hospital in 
Bangladesh. 

Thank you.  

Elizabeth Arthur 

LODGING HOUSE MISSION CHRISTMAS CARDS 

The LHM Christmas cards are now available to order. LHM are hoping 
that they can rely on our support as in previous years. As things are so 
different this year there are four ways that can be used. 

1. Call Helen English on 0141 552 0285 to request a brochure or 
place an order. 

2. Email enquiries@lhm-glasgow.org.uk 
3. Write to Lodging House Mission, 35 East Campbell Street, 

Glasgow G1 5DT 
4. Order online at www.charitycardsonline.com/lhm This link also 

appears on both Facebook and their web page where pictures of 
the cards, prices and postage charges are shown. 
 

Their preference is that the order is made through LHM as the logistics 
are easier for them but please use the method which suits you best. 
Office visits are not encouraged this year though exceptions can be made 
by arrangement. Cards will be delivered by post. 
 
Thank you,  

Eleanor Murphy 

  

http://www.charitycardsonline.com/lhm
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FOODBANK -  AS THE DEMAND FOR SUPPORT FROM THE 
FOODBANK HAS CONTINUED TO INCREASE OUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS ARE NEEDED MORE THAN EVER 

As you may recall, to assist St Gregory's Foodbank when lockdown was 
introduced, St John's-Renfield Church started giving the foodbank £200 
every month, £1,600 to date, allowing Father Cameron to buy what the 
foodbank most required to help those people in need. Our contribution 
was made in lieu of the estimated cost of the food donated by the 
congregation each month and members were requested to forward 
payments to the Church in respect of what they would normally have 
spent to cover our contribution. 

To date a number of members have contributed, and we are very grateful 
to them, but funds received are beginning to fall behind the amount we 
have paid out and we seek your support in enabling us to continue 
supporting the foodbank.  

It will soon be Christmas and it would be gratifying if we could make an 
additional payment to the Foodbank in December to allow them to buy 
some extra essential items for those most in need. 

If you are able we would appreciate donations being forwarded to the 
Treasurer clearly marked for "Foodbank". If you prefer you can set up a 
monthly standing order to the Church and as long as you put "Foodbank" 
in as the reference these funds will be allocated accordingly. 

We have been advised that our contribution is greatly appreciated by St 
Gregory's and also by those who need to use the foodbank. 

"For I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and you took me in"             Matthew 25;35 
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LARGE PRINT BEACON 

Would you benefit from receiving a printed copy of The Beacon in a larger 

format for easier reading? If so, we can print and deliver a copy at A4 

(rather than A5) size. If this service would be of use to you, please contact 

Sarah Hamilton on 334 5151 or  sarah.hamilton22@btinternet.com 

MISSING COPIES OF ‘THE BEACON’ AT THE NLS! 

Did you know that a copy of every edition of The Beacon is lodged with 

the Serials Team at the National Library of Scotland (NLS) each month? 

The library holds editions from Vol. 11, no. 9 (Nov. 1963) onwards, but 

they are missing some copies! Have you been having a clear out during 

lockdown or do you know of a stash hidden in your loft that could help fill 

the gaps? The missing editions are listed as:-  

Newest 

No. 179 (1999); no’s. 63, 65 (1985); no. 131 (1993); no. 34 (1981); no. 84 

(1987); v. 12, no. 1 (1964); no’s. 74-76 (1986);  

July/Aug., Dec. 1964 

Oldest 

Presumably any editions pre-Nov. 1963 would also be welcome too! If 

you have any copies that fit the bill and you’d be willing to donate to NLS, 

please contact Sarah Hamilton on 334 5151 or  

sarah.hamilton22@btinternet.com 

The URL link to the catalogue entry for The Beacon is a bit long to 

reproduce here but can be easily found by searching for either ‘The 

Beacon’ or ‘St. John’s-Renfield Church’ at: 

https://search.nls.uk/primo-explore/search?vid=44NLS_VU1&lang=en_US 

The catalogue also informed me that the new numbering system that we 

continue today (this is edition 353!) started back in September 1977 with 

edition no.1. 

Sarah Hamilton 

  

mailto:sarah.hamilton22@btinternet.com
mailto:sarah.hamilton22@btinternet.com
https://search.nls.uk/primo-explore/search?vid=44NLS_VU1&lang=en_US
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5TH GLASGOW ANCHOR BOYS AND JUNIOR SECTION 

Two Anchor Boys and six Junior Section Boys continue to meet via Zoom 

every Tuesday evening at 6.30pm. 

We are exploring as varied a programme as possible, using games, 

quizzes, puzzles, video clips and physical games – Look out, Mums, we 

don’t want anything precious getting broken! 

The officers have been encouraged by the enthusiastic response we have 

had from the boys, not only on a Tuesday evening (It’s always lovely to 

see their smiling enthusiastic faces) but also to the weekly tasks we set. 

We have heard some awful jokes and some excellent, original limericks, 

met a few interesting pets and thought about the things the boys are good 

at and what they might like to improve upon.  

It seems we may be meeting this way for some time to come, so hopefully 

we can maintain the momentum and hold the boys’ interest.  

Our thanks to Grant and Jack from the company section for their 

participation and contribution and also to our helpers, Heather, Lorna and 

Yvonne. 

Aileen Morison (Officer-in-Charge Anchor Boys) and 

Allan Watt (Officer-in-Charge Junior Section) 

WORLD MISSION: SANCTUARY IN SCOTLAND 

Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees has published a new booklet.  

Sanctuary in Scotland is a guide providing information on refugee issues 

for faith groups in Scotland.  It includes facts and figures, current issues, 

and ideas for practical action by and for faith communities in Scotland.  I 

can order free print copies for anyone interested.  A digital copy is available 

to read on the World Mission website. 

 

www.churchofscotland.org.uk/serve/world-mission 

Marjory Watt, 357 6335 

  

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/serve/world-mission
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SUNDAY CLUB BEACON ENTRY – NOVEMBER 2020 

Well here we are in November – can you believe it?? 

Hope that you all enjoyed the October 

holiday  –  even if you couldn’t get away, it 

was nice to have a break from the school 

routine. The weather was good and the 

Autumn colours were fabulous… so we can 

be thankful for small mercies. Talking about 

Autumn, we hope that you enjoyed the craft 

that was delivered to you. The trees have 

certainly been amazing this year – even 

more so than usual!! (Did you see the tree at the roundabout on 

Dorchester? Just stunning!!) We hope that they gave you inspiration for 

your window decoration… 

Although the Church of Scotland has recently decreed that 

Sunday Schools/Clubs can meet at the church, we decided that 

with the current enhanced restrictions in the central belt we 

would defer from doing this at the moment. At the time of 

writing, we are planning our first Zoom meeting for the children. 

We decided that    this was maybe a better way to interact than 

the online SJR kids (which didn’t seem to be hitting the target) 

Our intention is to have the meetings fortnightly and offer chat, stories and 

fun! Hoping the first one hits the mark – will see how it goes and report 

back next month.  

Hopefully we will feel that we are able to meet safely in the church in the 

not too distant future. In the meantime, please stay safe and take care of 

yourselves and each other.  

Sunday Club Team  

Are you old enough to remember when your garden 
apples never reached maturity? That's right, boys 
came over the wall to pinch them and you hoped their 
tummies ached. 
Not so now. Indeed The Watts at 10 Burlington 
Avenue are offering their mature cookers to passers by 
- please help yourselves!  
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The Boys’ Brigade 

5th Glasgow Company 

http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 

5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk 

COMPANY SECTION NEWS 

The Company Section continue with our virtual parade nights every 
Friday. It's always good to see the boys, and keep up to date with what 
they're getting up to! 

We are always attempting to vary our Friday night sessions, and bring 
something new to the table. In that sense we recently tried out a Zoom 
cook-a-long, making strawberry blondie mug cakes. Some were 
successful, others not so....... We'll have another go at some cooking prior 
to Christmas. We also held our Halloween evening complete with dooking 
for apples. We have also started some of our usual classwork with Diet & 
Healthy Living and a look at Money, Debt & Credit. 
Our Senior boys Cpl Grant MacLennan and Cpl Jack McClelland have 
started their journey on the road to gaining their Queen's Badge in May 
2022. It seems like an eternity away, but it'll come round quickly!! 

As usual, keep watching our social media feeds for regular updates and 
Flashbacks from BB years gone by. Please do 'like', 'share', and 'retweet' 
our posts if possible! 

STEDFAST 
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A JOURNAL OF THE COVID LOCKDOWN 
(with apologies to Daniel Defoe 's 'A Journal of the Plague Year') 

I wonder how many of you decided to make good use of enforced leisure 
and resolved to read the books that you've been wanting to read but 
haven't had (made?) the time? I know I did, although events rather caught 
up with me. 

Currently I find it very difficult to concentrate on a lengthy novel with lots 
of characters to remember. Instead I have concentrated on short stories, 
essays and poetry, although I also find it a good time to read some heftier 
tomes, because you can read them daily, chapter by chapter. 

I did that some time ago with Neil McGregor's 'A History of the World in a 
Hundred Objects' which was a joy. Now I am tackling Andrew Marr's 'We 
British: the Poetry of a People'. I'll let you know how I get on! I also 
indulged myself in a book called 'A History of Scottish Art' by Lachlan 
Goudie. Do you remember he did a television series some years ago? He 
has now returned to our screens (BBC 4). His father was the artist Sandy 
Goudie, and the family home was in the big house at the traffic lights at 
the bottom of Cleveden Road.  

Another thing I have been doing is revisiting old favourites, like Marilynne 
Robinson's 'Gilead' - it's very comforting. I'm looking forward to reading 
her latest book 'Jack' which is just out. 

Although our Book Group is not operating at the moment, we are in touch 
and sharing notes. Alison M. was saying: ‘I read Steinbeck's Grapes of 
Wrath as a teenager and although it should have been obvious from the 
title I hadn't fully appreciated how committed he was to environmental 
issues in particular the need to work with rather than against nature - all 
very timely. I enjoyed catching up with the disparate characters living in 
their alternative world in Cannery Row during the lockdown - manyana 
was definitely their watchword and it made for some light relief. The 'frog' 
currency was a real laugh!!’ A book of essays called 'Abundance' by the 
American writer Annie Dillard, has a chapter entitled 'A Writer in the 
World' where she says: 

'Why are we reading, if not in the hope of beauty laid bare, life 
heightened, and its deepest mystery probed? .....Why are we reading if 
not in the hope that the writer will magnify and dramatise our days, will 
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illuminate and inspire us with wisdom, courage and the possibility of 
meaning......what do we ever know that is higher than the power which, 
from time to time seizes our lives and reveals us startingly to ourselves as 
creatures set down here bewildered. Why does death so catch us by 
surprise, and why love? We still and always want waking. **WE SHOULD 
AMASS ..IN LONG LINES LIKE TRIBESMEN AND SHAKE GOURDS AT 
ONE ANOTHER, TO WAKE UP; instead we watch television and miss 
the show.' 

It would be lovely if other folk, not necessarily members of our Book 
Group, felt they could make recommendations in the Beacon. It's always 
interesting to hear about other people's discoveries. And that includes 
men, children and young adults too! 

Wilma Murphy 

P.S. Don't forget the joys of poetry! 
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KEEP THE GREY MATTER WORKING – WOOHOO! 

Can you name 6 Glasgow streets which are the names of countries. 

Answers next month. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE 

It was when researching the life of Annie Vallotton, in connection with an 
article in the July Beacon about her illustration of The New English Bible, 
that I came upon the work of her brother Felix. 

I made a note to include this picture, for the Remembrance edition. 
Produced during the Great War, it seems to represent so perfectly the 
destruction of civilisation wrought by conflict. 

Editor 

 

 

 

 

FÉLIX VALLOTTON 
The Church of Souain, 1917 
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MORTON’S MEMORIES UPDATE 

Ken has raised over £200! 

The last Beacon update was £166. Since then 
a donation of £50 has been banked as well and 
Kelvindale primary have, as we went to press, 
paid £40 for copies for a whole class and staff 
members. The headmaster of Cleveden has 
just retired too and a copy was requested as a 
leaving Kelvindale gift! 

Previous minister Jimmy Simpson has written 
to say how pleased he was to get a copy. So, 
more copies are being sold - still for £1! 

The ideal Christmas gift for friends abroad or 
who have moved away! 

Just contact Freda Gardner 

Yesssss!!!!! 

YOU WRITE TO THE BEACON 

Dear friends, 

I would like to thank all the people who help us to worship in 
the sanctuary safely: those who welcome, those who "police" the door 
with sanitiser seat labels, taking phone numbers plus the one-way 
system. Indeed, thank you for the work of organising that and the 
distanced seating. 

Above all, huge thanks are due to Cameron for his inspiring selection and 
playing of a rainbow of colours in his music and to Stewart for taking us 
out of the confines of the building to beyond ourselves and an awareness 
of the wider world. 

A grateful member 
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ARCHITECTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED BESIDE 

BINGHAM’S POND 

Our area may be about to see a new dramatic development that will 

impact hugely on a much-loved local resource, Bingham’s Pond. 

Developers have applied for permission to build a 20 metres high block of 

49 apartments on the eastern fringe of the pond. The proposed 

development, still at the outline phase, is both taller than the pond hotel 

and angled to dominate the green space. The developers call this 

“orientated to address Bingham’s pond, with the majority of apartments 

offered with an aspect across the open space”. 

Glasgow City Council significantly renovated the pond in 2003. This has 

proved very successful with over fifty species of birds having now been 
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seen at the pond but more significantly five different species of waterbird, 

including the tufted duck, settling down to breed. Bingham’s Pond has 

become one of forty six city-wide Sites of Importance for Nature 

Conservation (SINCs). Development pressure is seen as a key threat to 

the long-term biodiversity of the city’s water ponds of which Bingham’s 

Pond is the fourth largest in the city. 

Currently the visual impact of the hotel on the pond is limited. While at this 

time of year the sun doesn’t get much over the top of the hotel, the 

orientation limits the effect the hotel’s shadow has on the pond and its 

surrounds to short periods of each day. However, the proximity of the new 

development to the edge of the pond means the eastern and northern 

side of the pond will be in deep shade for a large part of the year. Even on 

the far side of the pond, one hundred metres away, the sunrise will be an 

hour or so later in the winter. 

To look at the proposals further visit 

https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/planningguidance 

The application designation is 20/02307/PPP. 

This item is included for information only, with St John's-Renfield 

Church having not taken a view on the proposal. 

  

https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/planningguidance
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LIFE AND WORK : NOVEMBER 2020 

Service and Needs 

Looking back at the Church’s work providing for the forces at home and abroad 

during the Second World War. 

What Matters Most 

Jackie Macadam meets Sarah Davidson, chief executive of the Carnegie UK 

Trust, and learns about the influence of faith on her life. 

War, Sacrifice and Gratitude 

Jeff Hopewell describes how stained glass has been used in some churches to 

remember the sacrifices of war. 

Trusting God 

The Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair says we are going to have to get better at living with 

uncertainty, trusting that God is with us. 

Stop Fuelling the Fire 

Kirsten Clarke describes her year as one of Christian Aid’s Prophetic Activists. 

With Scorching Heat and Drought 

Adrian Shaw reflects on the Church of Scotland’s history on climate change. 

Poppies, Medals and Hot Chocolate 

The Very Rev Albert Bogle reflects on the month of November. 

Online 
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive features, including 
Coronavirus Diaries from Church of Scotland mission partners across the 
world. You can also find us at facebook.com/lifeandwork or on Twitter 
@cofslifeandwork  

Subscribe online from £12, or download a digital 
copy for £1.99; return the form in the magazine or 
speak to your church’s Life and Work coordinator. 
Gift subscriptions are also available: an ideal 
Christmas present! 

  

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
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OFFICE BEARERS 

Minister 

Rev. Dr. D. Stewart Gillan 

26 Leicester Avenue 

G12 0LU 

Tel: 339 4637 

stewart.gillan@outlook.com 

Session Clerk 

Graham Moore 

80 Ashburton Road 

G12 0LZ 

Tel: 576 0806 

edward.moore2@ntlworld.com 

Assistant Session Clerk 

Susan Finnigan 

183 Cleveden Road 

G12 0JY 

Tel: 357 1083 

sfinnigan183@gmail.com 

 

Editor of Beacon 

Alan Christie 

21 Hertford Avenue 

G12 0LG 

Tel: 339 7883 

alan932@googlemail.com 

Material for the December Beacon is required by  

Friday, 13 November midnight 

The Church Office is closed to all visitors.  

Telephone answer machine messages are being accessed remotely 

Tel: 334 0782 

Email: office@sjrchurch.com (please note new email address) 

www.sjrchurch.com 

Follow us on social media 
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