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Dear Friends, 

October already, the season of cool and colour, jackets and jack o’ 
lanterns. We begin with the celebration of thanksgiving and generosity 
at harvest, and conclude with the strangeness of All Hallows Eve, a 
thin time when we let our imaginations carry us closer to the frontier 
between this world and the next. And we remember with gratitude 
friends and family members whom we have lost over the twelve 
months since last time. The falling leaves bring back their memory, 
vivid as they leave the place from which not many months earlier they 
poked out, buds on their branches. And so the trees make their beds 
for their annual sleep, during which they prepare for Spring, I’m told, 
even as autumn comes on. Thus may one love October, for all it 
heralds the winter to come. Mind, I was born amid this fall of leaves, 
and it colours more brightly my sense of how the month unfolds. 

On the theme of thanksgiving, last week I submitted a number of 
poems to the Scottish Book Trust’s Next Chapter Award, which exists 
for writers over 40 (!) who have work-in-progress that has not been 
published. A friend put me onto it and I have taken up the opportunity 
to  revisit earlier poems and make new ones. One of the poems in the 
bundle is the following, made in the manse in Kensington, 
Johannesburg in 1987, written in a spirit of thanksgiving for a certain 
gift that surprised me. 

This gift 

Hand stitched elegance  
this gift  
from the congregation 
at #57 12

th
 avenue 

Alexandra 
a new suit of clothes 
Italian 
that I might 
as they tell me 
look like something 
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I had never worn such a suit 
did not have a suit 
at all 
at that point 
did not think 
I would have need of one 
in Alexandra Township 

it lifts me up 
and brings me down 
in splendid humiliation 

this gift 

how can I accept it? 
how can I not? 
open-handed generosity   
where I had expected 
careful poverty  

in the fullness of time 
I outgrew the suit 
but not the gift. 

A blessing on you all as we give thanks for the gifts God has given us, 
and which we give each other and others whom we will never meet, in 
the name of Christ who fell for us, to rise again within us.  

Your friend, 

Stewart 
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HARVEST DONATIONS FOR LODGING HOUSE MISSION 
SUNDAY 6TH OCTOBER 

As in previous years we have asked LHM for particular requests for 
donations.  This year they would be very pleased to receive the 
following items which are much in demand and tend to run out first. 
There will be the usual boxes in the East Vestibule for donations. 

Sugar  - Tinned meat  -  Tinned vegetables -  Chocolate biscuits 

If you could bring only these items it would very helpful.  Thank you 
once again for your generous Harvest support. 
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Have You Heard That ... 

 harvest is on Sunday 6 October with donations sent to 
the Lodging House Mission. Read on the facing page of 
the items that will be of most use there 

 the Company Section of the BB is now in full swing. 
Cooking is one of the Friday night activities. Read a full 
account on page 13 

 there was a coffee morning to accompany the church 
being open to visitors on Doors Open Weekend and it 
raised £636 for church funds 

 BB Quiz will be returning again this year, on Sat 
16

th
 November.  Look out for tickets On Sale on Sunday 

mornings, or ..... contact Allan Watt to reserve your place 

 the October outing for the walking group will be to Perth 
for a level town and riverside daun'er, taking time to enjoy 
and explore 22 public works of art in the city of the silvery 
Tay  

 at the Opening Service for Youth Organisations a cheque 
for £111, raised by the members of the Sunday Club, 
was presented to the Beatson Cancer Charity. 



6 

 



7 

 

Hello gentle Reader 

To some of you I will be known as the one without a robe at 
the front, to others the guy up front who broke his arm, still 
others will know me as the probationer and, to a small 
number, I am known as Matthew. There will of course be 
plenty of you who do not know me at all, something that I will 
try over the next year to remedy. My Name is Matthew 
Ritchie and I am the probationary minister here at St John’s-
Renfield. I studied at Highland Theological College and 
graduated this summer, the culmination of a training process 
that has taken me through Sherbrook - Mosspark, Temple 
Anniesland and Rutherglen West and Wardlawhill. It will 
come as no surprise that my fourth year dissertation 
concerned Extra terrestrial life or that I once met Astronaut 
Tim Peake in an embarrassing incident I will only tell you 
about about over either quality cake or mediocre beer. Many 
members of the congregation have met my son Adam (4) but 
fewer of you will have met my daughter Sarah (2) or my wife 
Natasha (Redacted) although I am sure you will all get to 
know them in time. Before ministry I worked in media, did 
stints in call centres, care homes, pre-hospital care, and 
office jobs, work which in all, their own odd ways, have 
prepared me for what I do now. Unfortunately, my application 
to be the Church of Scotland’s first Pioneer minister to Mars 
was rejected due to us not having a church there (yet) but I 
am very happy to be with the congregation of St. John’s-
Renfield for the next year and am looking forward to getting 
to know you all. 

Yours in Christ Matthew: 

Numbers 6: 24-26 
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5
TH

 GLASGOW BOYS' BRIGADE COMPANY 

ANCHOR BOYS 

The new session has started well with four boys attending. One boy 
has joined as a result of the recruitment drive delivered in Kelvindale 
Primary School by Kenny Cumming, Officer-in-Charge of the 
Company Section and Allan Watt, Officer-in-Charge of the Junior 
Section along with the Glasgow Battalion Secretary,                        
Mr Jim McVean. 

We have also welcomed a new volunteer helper, Ms Lorna Cowie 
and we continue to benefit from the help of our Senior Company 
Section boy, Andrew Bell. 

Throughout the coming session, as well as enjoy the usual games, 
parties and outings, we will be following the new Anchors' 
programme devised by the Boys' Brigade which includes lots of 
exciting activities under the headings, Get Active, Get Adventurous, 
Get Creative, Get Into the Bible, Get Involved and Get Learning. 

Here's to a busy session ahead! 

Aileen Morison 
(Officer-in-Charge) 
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LIFE AND WORK : OCTOBER 

 

Do Not Be Afraid 

Reflections on partnerships with overseas churches 

Man With a Mission 
Pioneer Minister and Author, the Rev Dr Liam Fraser 

Every Day is a Blessing 
The Church of Scotland’s Pioneer Ministers reflect on their roles 

CrossReach Rescued Me 
Continuing the celebration of 150 years of social care in the Church, 
we hear from some of those who have been helped by CrossReach 
counselling services 

Friendships and Memories Will Remain 
Hannah Dunlop reports from the final National Youth Assembly 

Every Place of Worship a Place of Hope 
Celebrating the 10

th
 anniversary of the Church-backed conciliation 

charity, Place for Hope 

Free at Last 
The Rev Richard Baxter concludes his series themed on slavery by 
looking at how former slaves react to freedom 

Plus all the regular columnists, news, reviews, letters, registers 
and crosswords 
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REMEMBER, REMEMBER – SATURDAY 2
ND

 NOVEMBER 2019 

IS THE BONANZA! 

We are fast approaching our main fund raiser of the year.  Anyone 
who wishes to help, but so far is not involved, please give Isobel or 
Shirley a call and we will gladly find something for you.  It's good to 
be part of the event and it does not have to be for the full morning - 
one or two hours is fine.  We are also looking for some help setting 
up on the Thursday and Friday nights and again clearing up on the 
Saturday after the event. 

In the meantime: 

Please look out your Forgotten Treasures (no large items of 
furniture) bottles for the Bottle Stall, Raffle Prizes, Toiletries, 
Cake and Candy, Soft Goods, Toys, Books, Jewellery, Time, 
Talents and Treats, Sports Related Items, and Plants for the 
Gardening Stall.  All donations can be brought to the halls on 
Thursday 31

st
 October and Friday 1

st
 November between 7pm and 

9pm and also on Friday morning 1
st
 November between 10am and 

12noon.  Members of the BB will be on hand to help with heavy 
loads on the Thursday and Friday evenings and they will also be 
running a Car Wash on the Saturday morning. We look forward to 
another successful event with lots of laughter and good fellowship. 

Isobel  and Shirley  

Just looking for donations for time talent and treats... 

With the bonanza nearly upon us, we are once again looking for 
anyone able to donate a little time talent or a treat!  

From home baking to DIY skills and gardening, if you have anything 
you'd be willing to donate for auction please get in touch with 
Robbie Allan.  
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FRAGMENTS FROM THE 200 YEAR HISTORY OF ST 
JOHN'S AND RENFIELD .... 

NOT FORGETTING HYNDLAND UF 

At the 1843 Disruption the minister of St John's church 
accompanied by 1,151 members, from a roll of 1,175, eighteen of 
twenty elders, ten deacons and the entire body of twenty eight 
Sunday school teachers left to form free St John's. 

At St John's church there were frequently three Sunday services 
with pews at the first two services reserved for those who paid seat 
rents; at the evening service seats were free for the many Calton 
parishioners who could not afford seat rents. 

To augment St John's congregation collections, the minister 
Thomas Chalmers delivered mid-week sermons, for which tickets 
were sold at the then remarkable charge of ten shillings (50p). 

When in July 1845 the first service was held in Free St John's, the 
elements of the collection, devoted to the building costs, of over 
£1,780 were recorded precisely.  Among others, there were two 
£100 notes, one American Dollar, 393 sixpences and one farthing. 

The final minister of Free St Johns, Dr John S Carroll was an 
eminent scholar of the Italian language who not only presented a 
series of winter addresses on Dante but published three works on 
the poet. 

The first permanent site of Renfield Church occupied only part of the 
site with the remainder leased to a marble yard while under the 
church was a store - valuable sources of income. 

The first Renfield building had a windowless vestry, summed up by 
a visiting preacher as an 'airless cabin'! 
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5
TH

 GLASGOW BOYS' BRIGADE COMPANY 
JUNIOR SECTION 

Hi everyone, 

Junior section is back up and running with 9 boys signed up so far. 
We have prepared a presentation for photos and word art for doors 
open day and have covered eco issues over the last few days. 
The first event of the year took place, the District Five a side, we 
achieved a very credible 2

nd
 place, losing 2-1 to 1

st
 Glasgow in the final. 

The District Sports event is next Monday and I will report results in next 
month's issue. 

Allan Watt 

SUNDAY CLUB 

Sunday Club continued throughout the summer – many thanks to the 
volunteers who made it possible for the Sunday Club team to have 
some rest and relaxation.  

On 15
th
 September we joined with the rest of the youth organisations to 

celebrate the start of a new session and to remember the important part 
our young people play in the life of our church. As leaders, we present a 
lesson each week, however we are often the pupils rather than the 
teachers as the children are very aware of their responsibilities as young 
Christians in the world today.  

For example, they have decided that they wish the collection monies for 
this term to go to Shelter. Almost 30,000 people are classed as 
homeless in Scotland, almost half of them children with a household 
losing their home every 18 minutes.  Staggering statistics that make us 
realise how truly blessed we are to have a warm, safe home to return to 
as the winter approaches.  

We look forward to supporting more good causes throughout the 
session including our donations to the upcoming Harvest service. We 
will also be contributing some artwork to the sanctuary to celebrate 
God's wonderful gifts to us this Autumn. 

The Sunday Club team 
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The Boys’ Brigade 

5
th

 Glasgow Company 
http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 

5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk 

COMPANY SECTION NEWS 

The Company Section kicked-off a new session on Friday 6th 
September, and by the time you read this the boys will be well 
underway with their first block of classes – Sportsmanship, Weather, 
plus the usual Drill and PT classes.  

We're also going to try out a new occasional cooking class on a 
Friday evening. We'll keep you posted if we discover any budding 
John Torode's! We have welcomed three new recruits and they are 
settling into Company Section, and learning more about the Boys' 
Brigade history and the wider BB family. 

The first Partick District events of the new session are also upon us. 
As we go to print the 5-a-side football competition is scheduled to 
take place at Scotstoun Leisure Centre along with the annual 
Sports. Keep watching our social media feeds and the website for 
the results! Please do 'like', 'share', and 'retweet' our posts if 
possible! 

We have a few more events planned before the turn of the year – 
more news about them in next month's Beacon. 

Lastly, if you know of any boys from P7 upwards who would like to 
join us then please don't hesitate to send them along any Friday 
night from 7.30pm in the Large Hall. They will be made most 
welcome. 

STEDFAST 

mailto:5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk
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POP IN CAFÉ 

Pop in on first Wednesday of the month 
EVERY MONTH.... 

We popped out to Largs on a 
Wednesday. A large, comfortable coach 
arrived with a very friendly bus driver. 

We ate out and visited shops. 

Some got new shoes! It was good to see Cumbrae over the 
water and walk along the front. Two made it to the Pencil. 

It was very sociable and good fun. 

Where will we go next ? 

Pop In Wednesday 2nd October 
Pop In lunch Friday 22nd November at Clyde College! 

WHY NOT JOIN SJR'S LODGING HOUSE MISSION TEAM? 

St John's-Renfield at present has a list of fifteen volunteers who 
make themselves available to work on a Saturday at the Lodging 
House Mission three or four times a year on a rota basis. On any 
given Saturday we provide two teams of 3/4 volunteers, one to 
work the morning shift of 9-12 and the other to cover 12-3. The 
duties involve kitchen work, preparing food, clearing up, and 
engaging with the Lodging House Mission Clients whose life 
circumstances are so different from our own in G12. Those of us 
who are already involved in this project find it not only enjoyable 
and fulfilling, but also an opportunity to respond to the Christian 
challenge to serve others less fortunate than ourselves. We are 
next on duty on Saturday 9 November. If you are interested in 
joining the team, please contact Roddy Watt. 
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 Material for the November Beacon is required by  

FRIDAY 11th October2019, MIDNIGHT 

The church is open to visitors outwith the usual hours of opening, between 10 am - 12 noon on 
Thursdays from April to October and at other times by arrangement with the Session Clerk (see 
telephone number above) A Guide to the church building is to be found on sale in the East Vestibule.  
The price is £1 with proceeds going to the Fabric Fund; the cash should be placed in The Beacon Box 
using the marked slot. 

Church Office: (open Wed/Thurs/Fri 9 am – 12 pm) 
Tel: 334 0782/www.stjohnsrenfieldchurch.org.uk/secretary@sjrchurch.plus.com/Facebook 

Registered as a charity in Scotland Registration No.SC012920 



CONGREGATIONAL DIARY 

OCTOBER 2019 

Wednesday 2nd  
10 a.m. 

2 - 3.30 p.m. 

Unlocking the Word 

Pop-In Café 

Sunday 6th 11 a.m. 

Harvest Thanksgiving  

Morning Worship with Sacrament 
of Holy Communion 

Monday 7th  7.30 p.m. Book Group 

Saturday 12th  9.30 a.m. 
Walking Group – meet at 
Buchanan Bus Station 

Sunday 13th  11 a.m. Morning Worship 

Wednesday 16th  
10 a.m. 

2.30 p.m. 

Unlocking the Word 

Service in Balmanno House 

Sunday 20th  11 a.m. Morning Worship 

Tuesday 22nd  7.30 p.m. Kirk Session 

Saturday 26th  4.15 p.m. – 6 p.m. Messy Church 

Sunday 27th  11 a.m. Morning Worship 

NOVEMBER 2019 

Saturday 2nd  10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Bonanza 

Sunday 3rd  

11 a.m. 
 

7 p.m. 

Morning Worship followed by 
shorter service of Holy Communion 

Service of Grieving and Gratitude 

Wednesday 6th  2 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. Pop-In Café 

 


